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SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 
THE PENITENCE AND CHASTISEMENT OF DAVID. 

2 Sam. xii, 13. And David said unto Nathan, I have 
limned against the Lord^ And Nathan said unto 

David, The Lord also hath jput awajf thy sin ; thou 

shalt not die. 

The fall of David is one of the most awful 
warnings which holy Scripture contains. It is 
a warning to those who, from a long course of 
piety and of active service in the cause of God, 
may be regarded as fiiends of God, and men after 
God's own heart. And it shews us that the past 
services and the former piety even of such men, 
are no absolute security against their falling 
into the most dreadful sins, if they cease to be 
watchful, and give way to temptation. 

From his youth up David had been leading 
a virtuous and a holy life; he had gained the 
esteem and love of those who knew him most 
intimately, and the honour of his countrymen. 
Brave, modest, loyal, forbeam^ \.o VaJcA ^^\>Rk- 

SMMM.6S, NmwSmubb, 3 X. "^^ 



HOOTS which, be knew were desmed for him, en- 
donng to be driTen ou: an exile firom his home 
and countiy raiber doan Ii£ up iiis hand against 
his king, wise in connseL successful in war, he 
had delivered his cooninr firom a foreign yoke, 
and extended his empire over surroonding na- 
tions. And when tou pass &oai these outward 
excellencies, which the worid saw, approved, ad- 
mired, to the inward principles firom which they 
sprung, you find that firom his youth up David 
loved and feared God : a regard to God was the 
ruling principle of his life, and prayer and praise 
were his delight. His natural genius, guided by 
the Spirit of God, breathed forth the sweetest 
and most exalted devotional poetry ; he loved the 
habitation of God, and delighted in beautifying 
it, and in promoting the worship of His sanctuary. 

Yet this holy and confirmed servant of God 
jrielded to temptation, like our first parents, and 
fell. He looked on what was evil, allowed the 
desire of it, and fell into deadly sin. The Spirit 
of God departed from him, and through that 
blind infatuation which such sin as his pro- 
duces, he sunk deeper and deeper in iniquity; 
and, as it would seem, without being conscious 
of his guilt. 

JV/rat a lesson is this on t\ie ^otA^ o^ l\sa 
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le, " Let him that thinketh he standeth 
take heed lest he fall ;" and what an evidence of 
tbe need there is oi following that same apostle's 
example, " I keep under my body, and bring it 
into subjection : lest that by any means, when I 
have preached to others, I myself should be a cast- 
away." What a warning not to allow the thought 
of any past services, or present love of God's 
house, or interest in religious subjects, in sing- 
ing the praise of God, or delighting in sacred 
poetry, or the being employed in works connected 
with religion, or the having long stood firm even 
under great trials and difficulties, to make any 
one secure. St. Peter, the long-tried and seem- 
ingly most devoted of Christ's disciples, fell, and 
denied his Master. David, the sweet Psalmist 
of Israel, became an adulterer and a murderer. 

And the privileges and graces which he had 
received deeply increased his guilt. And yet, 
immediately on his saying " I have sinned against 
the Lord," the prophet replied, " The Lord hath 
put away thy sin : thou shalt not die." 

These words often strike persons as strange. 
It is a difficulty to them, that one who had fallen 
into sins so great, should be forgiven, as it seems, 
80 easily : as if a few words of acknowledgment 
OD the part of the sinner, imme^iaX,^^ ^\.'sxssfc^ 



SIXTH SUNDAY AFTEK TRINTTT. 

the putting away of the sin. And further, fis^^ 
it was only because the enemies of the Lord had* 
been led to blaspheme, that the punishment—* 
the death of the child — was to be inflicted* 

Now this is an important question, and one 
which will well repay attentive consideration. 

And first, let us observe that the words — ^the 
few and simple words — which David uttered, are 
not to be viewed only by themselves; but as 
coming from the heart, and as evidencing what 
was in his heart. It is very easy for a person to 
say, I have sinned. It is easy to say this without 
any heart at all, carelessly, just with the lips. 
It is easy to say it under the influence of passing 
feelings of remorse. When one has committed 
a sin, and the thought of what he has done flashes 
across his mind, in a moment of remorse he may 
bitterly feel, and earnestly express, his sorrow; 
and yet it may be but a passing feeling, which 
will disappear when the immediate occasion is 
over, and give him no hold or stay against the 
like temptation when it comes again. 

Wholly different is the state of mind of one 

who really feels in any good measure what those 

words express, " I have sinned against the 

Lord," and who then turns away from sin and 

seeks the Lord with his whole lieatt, TW e.^'s.^ 
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Ufi quite different in themselves^ — quite different 
ia their results. The one leads to nothing, and 
is nothing; the other has in it a living prin-^ 
eiple^i which issues in infinite results. Look at 
two seeds, — ^you see no difference between them, — 
your most exact observation cannot discern that 
one is living and the other dead. Yet there is 
that difference really in them ; and when com. 
mitted to the earth, the one decays and comes to 
nothing, the other shoots up and brings forth 
fruit Such is the difference between real and 
apparent conversion. Now the eye of God sees 
this difference at once, and His prophet sees it ; 
and immediately on the words expressing it 
being uttered, he hastens to give the assurance 
of forgiveness, "The Lord hath put away thy 
sin : thou shult not die/' 

The words of David came from his heart ;. 
they expressed a deep and intense consciousness 
which only a man who had known God as a Fa* 
ther. Protector, and Friend, — who had known 
what loving obedience was,-— could feel : " I have 
sinned against the Lord.'' 

They shewed that he felt the separation which 
there now was between him and his God, — his 
own alienation from Him, — ^his being unworthy 
oi any regard from Him who had \3i!0siw\ft ^x^ 

Aur.M Jbiraaw 3 K 2 ^^ > 
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lected liitn, — his deserving to die Not only to 
die that death in this world which his sin d^ 
served, ns an adulterer and a murderer; but that 
death of the soul which is the withdrawing of 
God's presence, — of that presence which is the 
flioul's life ; and the want of which is the dreary 
desolatiDU that issues in everlasting misery. He 
had said when he heard of the sin of him wha 
had taken away his neighbour V: one favourite 
Httle lamb: "the man that hath done thia 
thing shall surely die." What could he look 
for but the pimishnient he had himself assigned 
to him who had so wnmged his poor neighbour, 
made as much greater as his own sin was greater, 
-^vvho had first seduced the wife that was the be- 
loved sohice of Uriah's life, and then caused him* 
himself to be killed, with all kinds of deceit And* 
treachery? He could only expect to be cast 
away by God for ever. And had he been left' 
in this state, who could say what might have 
been his fate? 

From this depth of wretchedness and seeming 
hopelessness, then, the mercy of God hastened to 
deliver him. He saw the sincerity of his repent- 
arnce, and on that proncmnced forgiveness. Just 
sb did our Blessed Saviour to the palsied man, 
before he asked for pardon : lie aAA» ^''iVv^ ^vca 
rJ9 ...•'• 
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bo forgiven thee/* to the woman that was a^ 
sinner, and stood silently washing His feet with' 
her tears, *• Her sins, which are many, are for-* 
given her ;'* to the woman accused by the Phari**^ 
sees, " Go, and sin no more/' Like the father be- 
holding the returning prodigal afar off, He almost 
anticipates the words of confession by the as- 
sorance of forgiveness. He saw the heart. He 
knew the depth and the reality of David's peni- 
tence. He knew the need there was to snatch 
him from the abyss of despair, and He at once 
assured him by the prophet,—" The Lord hath 
put away thy sin: thou shalt not die/* And 
then, as it were to shew him that punishment 
was to fall tipon him, and that even though 
he himself was pardoned, there was reason why- 
he should be openly chastised, he added, " Not- 
withstanding, because thou hast made the ene- 
mies of the Lord to blaspheme, the child that is ' 
bom oif thee shall surely die." The enemies of 
the Lord are irreligious men, opposed to goodness 
atid piety, and it is plain there were many such 
even in Israel, and to these the fall of the re- 
ligious was an occasion of speaking against re-' 
%ion itself. They blasphemed and spoke even 
against the Lord, when they saw the disgraceful 
and abominable sin of one who had been so 
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holy, and seemed so bigbly favoured by Him y^ 
Bind God's hatred of sin must be manifested, and 
His justice vindicated, by the punishment of the 
sinner. And, as we say, the death of the child 
was a manifest judgment upon him, which all 
could see and understand. 

But what I would have you especially observe 
is this : few and simple were the words of David's 
confession, — full and free was his forgiveness; 
but his whole after history unfolds to us, first, the 
depth of that contrition which was thus sim- 
ply expressed, revealing itself in a broken and 
humble spirit, in the whole course of his life 
i^ter; secondly, the afflictions with wliich it 
pleased God to chastise him, after He had so 
mercirully forgiven him. 

First, what his contrition was, is shewn by the 
Psalms he wrote. The firty-first Psalm is said 
to have been written at this very time. That 
Psalm is the unfolding of that spirit of penitence, 
the expression of which was here compressed into 
these few words, "I have sinned against the 
Lord;" that Psalm which has ever been the model 
of penitence, and the expression of the deepest 
sorrow for sin among the most devout Chris- 
tians; — nothing can go beyond it. This is the 
&vt unhiding of that living seed oC «ot:ow of 
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whicli I spoke, and the other penitential Psalms 
are a further unfolding and expression of it. And 
David's own life still more. I would advise 
you to read carefully the rest of David's history, 
as it is recorded in the Books of Kings. After 
the destruction of the Ammonites, of whom we 
read at the end of the chapter, you will hear 
of no more wars, only of sorrows, and shame, and 
humiliation. Ever after this David appears as 
what we call a broken-hearted man. Afflictions 
come upon him, and he submits ; he is insulted, 
and he humbles himself under it. The lessons 
of this afternoon and next Sunday shew us how 
he gives way before his own son rising against 
him; how he endures the insults of Shimei; 
how he shrinks from having his rebellious son 
put to death. His deep affliction at the death 
of Absalom cannot be appreciated, unless we 
consider that David knew that it was, so to say, 
all owing to himself, — all the ejffect of his own 
sin. He was reaping the fruits of his own mis* 
doing. He was himself the cause of this deep 
misery to himself, and to those that were most 
dear to him. 

For, secondly, God did not allow David to go 
unpunished. He forgave him, but He punished 
hiw. He assured him that Re Tiadi ^\>l\. w^^ 
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his sin; on his repentjmoe. He leoeiTed im 
again unto Himself; but that did not exempt 
David from suffering. First the child, the dST- 
spring of his sin, was to die. This, we S6e» 
afliicted him most deeply. Then came on him 
all the punishment which he had himself pro- 
nounced on him who had seized the poor man's 
lamb, except his own death. He had said, " He 
shall restore fourfold;" — ^David had taken one 
man's life ... he repaid it by the deaths of four of 
his own children : first, this son of Uriah ; then, 
as we read in the next chapter, Amimon, killed 
by his own brother Absalom, because he had 
forced his sister, — ^wickedness and woe which 
must have bitterly reminded the afflicted king 
of his own sin in the matter of Uriah; then 
Absalom himself, who had lain with his father's 
concubines, and was afterwards put to death; 
then Ahithophel. Four of his own children were 
thus given up : the sword never departed from 
his house: the sins of his children, their un- 
dutifulness, then their death, these were chas- 
tisements which brought down the aged sove- 
reign in sorrow to the grave. 

My brethren, if any of you think that David 
was lightly treated when you heard the lesson of 
^iJs day, consider what he &\]£exedL ^^\.^r«^d^, 
m 
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He was now forgiven on his real repentance ; he 
WIS restored as a returning disobedient child to his 
Father's love, but he was still to suffer, — through 
his whole life, — sufferings made the more intense 
from the affectionate temper of David, and that 
yearning love for his children which we see in 
his conduct on the rebellion of Absalom. And 
let us learn from all this how grievous a thing 
it is to sin against God. Let us remember 
how we have ourselves sinned, and what we de- 
serve to suffer. And when earthly afflictions 
come upon us, — if it be our lot to suffer from 
ill-health, from reverses of fortune, poverty, 
neglect, — if those whom we have benefited 
prove ungrateful to us, — if our children turn 
out ill, or are taken from us, let U3 humble 
ourselves under the mighty hand of God, con- 
sidering that we deserve it all. Let us say with 
the penitent thief, " We indeed suffer justly ; for 
we receive the due reward of our deeds ;" and 
bear these troubles humbly, uncomplainingly, 
resignedly, as knowing that they are deserved 
chastisements. 

Let us study the penitence of David. As we 
say the penitential Psalms, let us pray that our 
spirits may grow more and more into conformity 
with them. Let us consider that \i\!a Te^^\v\»aR.^ 
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was not a thing once done and over, exhaustei 
in one single expression of contrition; it wa 
the work of his life. He never ceased to be 
penitent. His humility and contrition deepene 
as he grew older: he did not live without sir 
for he fell again under temptation of anotb 
kind, — a proud rejoicing (such as the world a 
mires, but God abhors,) in the prosperity and i 
crease of his people. Of that we shall spej 
another time. But yet on the whole a huml 
sense of his past sin continued with him. ! 
let it be with us. Let us not forget that ) 
have sinned, though in times long gone by. 
afflictions come upon us, let us regard them 
merciful chastisements, in which Grod writ 
bitter things against us, and makes us posse 
the iniquities of our youth ; remembering the 
words of Bishop Taylor : " A true penitent mv 
all the days of his life pray for pardon, ai 
never think the work completed, till he dies." 
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SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 
- TBAjrXFULKEM THZ FBUIT OF BXPB1TTAK0Z. 

r 

2 Sam. xxIv. 25. And David built there an altar unto 
the Lord. 

The single chapter from which these words 
are hiken, and which is read as the second lesson 
in this evening's service, seems to give us hints 
respecting several of the chief steps in the life of 
most of us. There are some souls, indeed, — ^a 
few, the happiest of their kind,— that have never 
greatly swerved from the ways of God, or 
fallen from the grace of baptism : from infancy 
they have been well shielded from temptation; 
the dangers of youth and more mature age 
have been escaped by their careful attendance 
on the duties of religion ; and with loving hearts 
they have kept themselves always close to their 
Saviour. For such we believe there is a crown 
d/ surpassing bnghtnesss xeBetN^di m \i«w^^^\ 

SMMm.i6. KMWSMMOa, 3 ^ \» 
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for such there is a place in the immediate pre- 
sence of the Lamb, and it will be their privilege 
to follow next to Him, whithersoever He goeth. 
I delight, I say, to repeat this truth, because it 
is in itself a pleasant and cheering thought, tliat 
Christ should find some hearts amongst us His 
from the beginning,— His in humble dependence 
now^His in perfect likeness hereafter; ai>d also 
because we may entertain hope that some of 
the younger ones amongst us will be en- 
cournged to hate the first approaches of'sin, fo 
cling to Christ's favour more entirely, by being 
often reminded of the exceeding blessedness of 
those who so love Christ, by considering thaft 
there is a treasure in the heavens set apart for 
all who do so, — a fulness of blessings to thera 
who never transgressed at any time their Father's 
commandment, not known to those who have 
been lost and found. 

Yet it is rather to these last that this chapter 
speaks ; and tlie lesson it teaches is not without 
much consolation. It sets forth the sin, the re- 
covery, the chastisement, and the thanksgiving 
of one who, early chosen, early disciplined by 
a long course of sorrow, yet fell more than 
once heavilv, and still in the end arose and over- 
k^ame, — of David, the favouvVte ot Go^l. 
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1. First let us sec what was his sin. That 
it was some very great offence, the words of 
sacred Scripture do not leave us room to 
doubt. Even Joab, who appears to have been 
a thoroughly bad man, being both a traitor and 
I a murderer, saw its wickedness, and tried to pre* 
I vent the king from committing it. Yet it w^aa 
■ only the numbering of the people ; — at first sight 
mo very grievous fault, and an action in itself, 
and on some occasions, right and necessary. But 
in David's case at this time it seems to have in^ 
volved two distinct offences : a violation of God's 
express command, and an indulgence in a proud, 
self-confident spirit. For in the 30th chapter of 
Exodus we find this particular direction : " Tho 
Lord spake unto Moses, saying, When thou 
takest the sum of the children of Israel, after 
their number, then shall they give every man a 
ransom for his soul unto the Lord, when thou 
numberest them ; that there be no plague among 
them, when thou numberest them. This they 
shall give, every one that passeth among them 
that are numbered, half a shekel ... an half-shekel 
shall be the offering of the Lord." The object of 
this law seems to have been to make the people 
remember that they owed even their life, much 
more their strength and increase in numbers, to 
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Him who had phiced His presence amongst them. 
David seems altogether to have neglected this 
law ; and to have done so in that verj spirit of 
pride which it was its intention to repress. He 
wished to please himself with the review of what 
a mighty power he had at his disposal ; he de- 
sired his own subjects and foreigners also to be 
aware what a great and formidable sovereign he 
had become. He must needs number his sol- 
diers, — as if they were the source of his success ; 
and he who as a youth could say, " The Lord 
saveth not with sword and spear/' and could 
attack Goliath with a sling, must now, when he 
was grey-headed, turn and rest upon the arm 
of flesh, and boast himself that he had in Israel 
eight hundred thousand valiant men that drew 
the sword. 

Now is this a very uncommon sin ? Is it sup- 
posed to be at all a sin? I ask you to apply 
your thoughts to our own case. Do we, as a 
nation, think it wrong to recount with pride our 
great wealth and immense resources, our wide 
empire, on which the sun never sets, our increas- 
ing population, our magnificent navy, our fine 
soldiery, our progress in all the arts which refine 
our life, or facilitate mutual communication? 
ftAea oar people are numbered, «t^ vj^ xw«ft 
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affected with a spirit of pride and glorying, or 
humbled with shame and contrition at the neg- 
lect of religion that prevails amongst us P Or 
again, w^hen we think of war and victory, do we 
trust in God, or rather, perhaps altogether, in. 
oar power, and wealth, and strength, and cou- 
rage ? David sinned thus, and thus have we, as 
a nation, sinned. 

But to refer to the conduct of each of us one 
by one. Have not we, the most of us, been like 
him in sinning, each in his own way ? Have we* 
not more than once or twice done contrary to an 
express law of God ? How often, alas I liave many 
of us openly persisted in neglecting God's com- 
mandments ! How often have we been angry 
when any have in kindness warned us of our 
danger, as David was angry with Joab ! And 
does not our conscience tell us that, in pride 
and self-confidence, we have done equally wrong 
with David ? Can we not remember times when, 
in persisting in our own will, and in the cor- 
rectness of our own judgment, we have been 
the cause of suffering and sin, perhaps not only 
in ourselves. 

2. But though sinning thus grievously, and 
remaining blind to his faults for no less a time 
than nine months and twenty da^a, — \)afc ^«w:A 

&UM.gg. NMWSMMiMa. 3 L 2 "v^ 
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during which Joab was absent by his orders,—! 
David's heart at last smote him. The proplie! 
was seiit to reprove him, and these are the 
words of his humble confession : '*I have sinned 
greatly in that I have done: and now I be 
seech thee, Lord, take away the iniqnitj 
of thy servant ; for I have done very fool 
ishly/' "What a sight of sorrow, and yet o 
comfort, is this picture of the king returning b 
his better mind ! How bitterly must he havi 
been reminded of his former humiliation, when 
after his adultery with Bathsheba, he had prayed 
" Cast me not away from Thy presence, and renev 
a right spirit within me !" Almost he must hav 
doubted whether God would again accept him,- 
agaiii a suppliant before the Almighty, agaii 
fallen from His love, again blinded with sin 
if he had not known that the Almighty is c 
tender mercy and very pitiful, he must hav 
been tempted to fear that there was now n 
more hope, no more place of repentance, left Ida 
But this he did know, and therefore, withou 
hesitation, he applied for forgiveness : "Now I be 
seech thee, Lord, take away the iniquity of Th 
servant." Such was his sin, and such his recover 
If we have been like him in the one, can we sn 
that we are like him in l\\e oWt*^ C»\5cw ^ 
hi 
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eally answer to our liearts, that we do see that* 
re have done foolishly ? It may not be the first 
ime we have wandered from Christ, — it may not 
►e even the second, or third, or seventietli fault 
hat we have wilfully committed, — ^yet we need 
lot lose heart. We know, not only, that even 
s a father pitieth his children, even so is the 
^rd merciful unto them that fear Him ; but we 
:now also why He is so. We know that for 
hese sins of ours God's only Son has died ; and 
herefore, if we be indeed determined to amend, 
f we be at length of a broken and contrite heart, 
we may come to llim hopefully to seek for for- 
giveness. 

3. Yet, in the case of David, the Almighty did 

not grant pardon without chastisement. It was 

indeed a remarkable mercy that He offered His 

favoured servant a choice of punishments : " Shall 

seven years of famine come unto thee in thy 

land ? or wilt thou flee three months before thine 

enemies, while they pursue thee ? or that there 

be three days' pestilence in thy land ?" Such 

was the offer God made him by His prophet. 

The choice that David made is very touching, 

and the reason he gives for it. No doubt he 

remembered at last the law which he had broken^ 

^d recollected that the piinis\\mciv\, v;\\\Ov\ <oi^^ 
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had Himself then fixed for its transgression wa^:" c 
that the plague or pestilence should come upov'! - 
the land. And this would have been reason^ g 
enough for David's love and returning desire of' i^ 
obedience, to ask for its infliction. But he give* ^ 
another cause for his choice : " Let us fall nojf :- 
into the hand of the Lord, (for his mercies are i; 
great,) and let me not fall into the hand of man.** ►. 
David well knew that the tender mercies of thd . 
wicked are cruel. He had by experience found z 
that men will not spare when they get their ene- 
mies into their power. But of God he only knew 
that He was a loving parent, — one who does not 
causelessly afflict the sons of men, — one who 
spareth when we deserve chastisement, and in 
His anger thinketh upon mercy. Safe he must 
be in His hands ; though God should slay him, 
yet might he trust in Him ; therefore, trustingly, 
hopefully, with entire resignation to a will better 
and wiser than his own, David cast himself into 
the arms of God. 

Shall we not do the same? Shall we not 
thankfully behold the rod that would chasten us 
in this world, that we may be saved in the next? 
In whatever way our sin may have found us out, 
— in whatever form the suffering we so fully de- 
serve way have fallen upon \xs», — o\v\ Vx. \x% wot 



stm^le against Him who, we may be sure, has 
some reason wherefore He contendeth with us. 
If we be in truth sensible of our fault, — if we 
have a genuine sorrow for having broken loose 
from the bands of love, — ^how glad, how tho* 
roughly thankful,shallwe be, that God dealeth with 
us as with sons ! He may take from us all that 
wherein we trusted, — He may remove the delight 
of our eyes at a stroke, — He may even threaten 
us that we ourselves shall be lost. AH we can 
say is. Not my will be done, Lord, but Thine ; 
remove from me all that keeps me from Thyself; 
if for Thy sake I must be lost, I will. 

In speaking of David's sin in proudly num- 
bering the peo{de, — in pride and self-confidence, 
— ^I referred to the like feeling as too common 
amongst ourselves. And may not the mention 
of these three great punishments which God set 
before David, and gave him the choice of one of 
them, remind us that we have had like warning 
from God, and have been as it were touched — 
dightly, tenderly, mercifully touched — by the 
scourge. The three punishments are — pestilence, 
famine, war. When we were proudly glorying in 
the greatness, and wealth, and prosperity of our 
country, again and again we have been visited — 
in some slight degree, indeed,^but yet sufficiently 
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to shew US how easily we might have teen visitect. 
more severely — with the pestilence. 

AA'hen we w^ere in the full tide of prosperity^ 
and enjoying the abundance of all things, — larg$ 
wages, cheap provisions,— and thought that all 
would continue, — ^a sudden check came, and 
hard times, dearness and want of work, sue* 
ceeded ; we had a sufficient measure of famine 
to shew us what it might have been, — that on us 
might fall that dreadful visitation which in other 
countries caused the death of so many. 

And after all this, war has come. The hand of 
God is over us; we do not see the end, we do 
not know whether He may bring sudden losses 
upon us, or inflict the chsstiseraent of a long- 
continued struggle, occasioning loss of life to 
many, the affliction of friends, making many 
widows and fatherless, and many childless, and 
probably also bringing much vaiied distress and 
suffering. 

Let us see why the hand of God is stretched 
out against us, and by a timely repentance seek 
to turn away His indignation from us. 

4. But yet once more David is not satisfied 

w^ith thus humbling himself by repentance, and 

with meekly putting himself into his Father's 

hands, — he must needs shew toxvk \X\^ ^\^\s.^ o 
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ITira who had dealt so lovingly with him. There, 
where the angel stood with the sword drawn to 
smite down his people, — there, on Mount Moriah, 
where afterwards the Lamb of God shouUI be 
sacrificed, — ^David built an altar, and, as a token 
of a grateful heart, offered sacrifices, not of that 
.which cost him nothing, but to the value of six 
hundred shekels of gold. 

I have chosen this particular verse as the text, 
because I would set before you the end of all this 
history, as that for which you should strive. If 
any have been sinful, — if any have been by God's 
mercy rescued from the burning and brought to 
repentance, — if any have received the chastise- 
ment that is so healthful, — then are they doubly 
bound to praise their Saviour. He has full claim, 
no doubt, to the praise of all His creatures ; but 
if there be one who, above all, is tied by every 
holy and better affection to set forth His glory, 
it is that creature who, having once been lost, 
has again been brought into His enlivening pre- 
sence. Gratitude, opening the heart to give freely 
to God of all we have, is the natural fruit of real 
repentance and the hope of forgiveness. David 
was not content with icorda of thanksgiving, or 
with outward and costless sacrifices. ,He would 
not give to God of that which cost him nothing. 



•BTxifTB tuNSAT ▲mm iminTT. 

N(ir will any Christian who considers what lu 
own ftina have been, and how infinite is thi 
fiii^rcy hy which he has been pardoned. Giv 
Ifini then the only sacrifice that remains, — gif 
llirn yourtelvea, and all yon are masters of,- 
givc it lovingly, thankfully : and I shall only ad 
to you the words of Araunah to David, — Tb 
J^>rd accept thee. 
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1 Kings xiii, 30. And they mourned over him, saying, 
Alas, my brother. 

The lesson for this morning suggests many 
awful and solemn thoughts, for it is a history of 
divine punishments. The idolatrous altar rent, 
and the ashes poured out ; the hand of the pro- 
fane king dried up and withered; the future 
pollution of the altar by the burning of men's 
bones upon it, and the destruction of the houses 
of the high plaoes, foretold ; the man of Grod, 
who had uttered the prophecy, slain for his dis- 
obedience to the word of the Lord spoken by 
big own mouth, and the old prophet who had 
deceived him forced to condemn himself in ut- 
tering a prophecy of the punishment which he had 
himself brought upon his brother ; all this, if only 
we will allow the lesson to sink deeply into our 
hearfar^ wiU force upon us the sen&e ol \vo'^ ** ^^ 
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a thing nnd bitter" it is to forsake the Lord our 
(hn\, nnd to put away His fear. It is true 
timt wo have not " received the spirit of bond- 
age ngain to fear, but the spirit of adoption," 
(art wo nro reminded in the epistle,) "whereby 
wo cry Abba, Father;" yet that Spirit speaks in 
\\n with loving, childlike confidence, only while 
wo nro obedient children ; for in the same epistle 
wo road that, " if wo live after the flesh we shaD 
dio." 

ThvvG 8in8, and their punishments, are set be- 
fore m in this chapter: 1, the sin of Jeroboam, 
in which his people shared, in setting up th( 
gohliMi calves in Bethel and in Dan ; 2, the sir 
of the old prophet, who dwelt in Bethel, in de 
ociving his brother, and tempting him to dis 
obedience, by speaking lies in the name of the 
Lord ; 3, and the sin of the man of God wh( 
canio frohi Judah, in being deceived and per 
Mttadcd to act against the express command o 
God. 

L Very terrible was the severity of the pun 
ishmcnt which came upon Jeroboam; but i 
was in proportion to the greatness of his sii 
He had been God's chosen instrument for de 
livering a portion of God's people from th 
^mnny o/ JRehoboam the aoiv ol ^ioVomwi., T^ 
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tribes had been given into his hand by the 
prophet of Grod, and a most gracious promise 
had been added, — that if he would walk in 
God's ways, his throne should be established, ' 
and God's presence be with him. But no 
jBooner was Jeroboam established in his king- 
dom, than, fearing lest his people's heart should 
be drawn again to the kings of Judah, if they 
went up to Jerusalem to worship the Lord, he 
made two calves of gold, and set them up in 
the two extreme cities of his dominions, and said 
unto the people, " Behold thy gods, Israel, 
which brought thee up out of the land of 
I^pt;" moreover, he made priests of the lowest 
of the people, which were not of the sons of 
Levi, Such was his sin ; and it was of a na- 
ture so malignant, that it clung to his name 
ever afterwards, so that he is scarcely ever men- 
tioned again in the Bible, excepting as "Jero- 
boam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sinJ^ 
And his punishment, — was not that also most 
terrible ? While he was in the very act of con- 
secrating this new altar at Bethel to the new 
service of his golden god, the prophet came froni 
Judah, and before all his people denounced his 
self-devised worship, and branded his altars and 
mn&ces with the curse of God. li^v^V'd.w^ ^"^^^ 
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which he put forth against the man of God, 
dried up, so that he could not pull it in again 
to him ; the altar also wa^ rent, and the ashes 
poured out from the altar. But had his sin 
ended here, his punishment had not been so 
awful. Had his request to the man of God, 
"Intreat now the face of the Lord thy God, 
and pray for me," been the expression of true 
penitence, then who can doubt that God would 
in wrath have remembered mercy, and Jeiro* 
boam, Uke Manasseh, had^ obtained forgiveness 
himself, even if his people had refused to re- 
turn from their idolatry. But with Jeroboam it 
was far otherwise. Punishment only hardened 
his heart, and the wonders and signs seared his 
conscience, so that he filled up the measure o( 
his iniquity, and wrath came upon him to the 
uttermost. No sin, perhaps, is greater, and no 
punishment more severe, than his who, to secure 
the good things which God has given, sets at 
nought the commandments of the giver. 

2. We proceed to speak of the sin and the pun- 
ishment of the old prophet who dwelt at Bethel. 
He seems to have been one of those miserable 
men whom familiarity with holy things had hard- 
ened rather than exalted. He could see sin ii 

mns, — to his own he aeetas \.^ Wn^ !afe^t 
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blinded. He could, and be did, speak the truth 
of God, under the inspiration which was God's 
precious gift to him ; but to gain his own self- 
ish ends he lied unto his brother; he lied in 
the worst possible manner, using his prophetic 
character to accomplish his own unlawful desires*: 
" He said, I am a prophet also as thou art ; and 
an angel spake unto me by the word of the 
Lord, saying. Bring him back with thee into 
thine house, that he may eat bread and drink 
water." He perverted God's holy gift to avoid 
a slight disappointment, leading a better man 
than himself into disobedience, ending in a vio- 
lent death, lest he should return ho^ie alone 
fix)m a fruitless errand. It is an awful warning 
for all of us, my brethren, who are engaged in any 
holy work for God's special honour. If, as the mi- 
nisters of Christ, we watch for others' souls, warn- 
ing the wicked from the error of his way ; or if, as 
brethren, we read or speak of the things of God 
to others, with whom we may have influence for 
good ; to children, or our poorer neighbours, w6 
are not therefore exempted from the temptations 
which are common to man. On the contrary^ 
the greater trust we have received from our 
King, the more earnestly will His enemy eivdee«- 
roar to corrupt m; ]the more ml\BaaX«\^ ^^ «^^ 

SMMM,^. WMWSMMJm. 3 M 2 '^^ 
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This man of God came from Judah by tb 
word of the Lord, to denounce the idolatrou 
worship which King Jeroboam was about to sc 
up. He found the king already standing by th 
altar to burn incense. It was an appointed fej 
tival, — the fifteenth day of the eighth month 
find no doubt multitudes were assembled U 
gether — the false priests and the deluded peopl 
— to witness the ceremony; but boldly, befoi 
them all, at the risk of his life, the man of Go 
spoke out his message, **And he cried again! 
the altar in the word of the Lord." The truth < 
God was in him, and he burned with a righteot 
indignation against the false, idolatrous^ and sel 
willed worship which the king was setting uj 
He foretold that the priests that burnt inceng 
there should themselves be offered, and men' 
bones burnt thereupon. And the more plainly t 
set the mark of God's wrath upon that religio 
of man's device, he gave an immediate sign 
** Behold, the altar shall be rent, and the ashc 
that are upon it shall be poured out." An 
when the king impiously put forth his han 
against the messenger of God, his hand becam 
withered. 

When the man of God had delivered his me^ 
^ge, be was prepared to dei^art. \ >av& \3cl^ Vyo 
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unto him, " Come home with me, and re- 
tbjrself, and I will give thee a reward/* 
the man of God was not to be so tempted, 
court of a king who had renounced the 
f and true God, and on whose new religion 
3 curse was pronounced, was no restipg- 
for him ; so he answered, no doubt in a 
different spirit, and with far more truth of 
ing, than Balaam to Balak : " If thou wilt 
me half thine house I will not go with thee, 
er will I eat bread nor drink water in this 
: for so it was charged me by the word of 
jord." In that city, which was polluted by 
iolatrous worship of those who had forsaken 
rue God, it was not permitted to the man of 
so much as to eat bread nor drink water, 
le should be partaker of its pollution. Nor 
le dally with temptation, but departed an- 
way, in obedience to God. So far he had 
well. The command of God had been obeyed 
ctly, and His commission executed, both that 
1 related to the king and his idolatry, and 
which bore hard, as it seemed, on his own 
Sesh. But another temptation awaited him : 
ed, we may well suppose, with his journey 
his loflg fast, and exhausted when the ex- 
ent of bis great work waa wet, \\fe ^^a» 
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found sitting under an oak by a brother prophet, 
who repeated the invitation which he had refused 
to the king : " Come home with me and eat 
bread." This invitation was no doubt a greater 
temptation than the king's had been, but the 
man of God returned a like answer ; and only 
gave way when the old prophet devised a false 
story of an angel's message to bring him back. 
It is an awful spectacle, — one prophet devising 
a lie, and another believing it. Their freedom 
of will was left to them, although they were 
inspired men. One abused his freedom to do 
evil, the other to relax his watchfulness against 
it. The man of God was no more forced to 
believe the lie, than the old prophet was to utter 
it. Though one in angel's form had spoken to 
him, he should not have been led to do that 
which God had forbidden. He should have felt 
as St. Paul did, when he wrote, "Though we 
or an angel from heaven preach any other gos- 
pel unto you than that which we have preached 
unto you, let him be accursed.'' But the flesh 
was weak, and he yielded to the false per- 
suasion without rousing in himself the strength 
of the wilUng spirit, which would have told him 
that God cannot deny Himself. 

The punishment which came upon him, de- 

w 



EIGHTH 8UKDAT AFTER TBINITY* 

nounced even while he sat at meat, vindicated 
God's honour, and left an awful lesson to all 
who read his history, — and to us especially, my 
brethren, who have been now dwelling upon it,— 
of reverent and watchful obedience to that which 
in our secret hearts we know to be the will of 
God. A lion found the disobedient prophet and 
slew him by the way, but left his carcase un- 
touched. This appears, at first sight, a very severe 
punishment for one who seems to have sinned in 
ignorance : but we may reply, in the first place, 
that the very severity of the punishment may 
shew us that the sin of a prophet is greater than 
that of an ordinary man. If God gives more 
grace. He looks for more abundant and more 
perfect fruit. He that has received five talents 
must not be satisfied to lay down four at his 
Master's feet, though four were accepted with 
commendation from him that had received only 
two. If a special insight into the things of God 
had been granted to the man of God, there was 
the less excuse for him when he allowed himself 
to be deceived by a prophet of falsehood ; but in 
the next place, we may, with a cheerful hope, 
believe that the man of God was taken away, 
even by that sudden and bloody death which 
was his punishment, from the evil to come. As 
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vo are led by the whole history to believe that 
his heart was right in the sight of God, we may 
trust that his punishment was only temporal, and 
that truly repenting, when, by a special message 
from God, his sin was shewn him, he was enabled 
to say with Job, " Though He slay me, yet will 
I trust in Him." 

That his memory was venerated long after- 
wards by holy men, is plain from the conduct 
of Josiah. When, more than six hundred aud 
fifty years afterwards, he came to fulfil the pro- 
phecy which the man of Grod had uttered, and 
took the bones from the sepulchres to burn them 
upon the idol's altar, he gave strict charge con- 
cerning the sepulchre of the man of God,— 
" Let him alone ; let no man move his bones/' 

The pious king reverenced the bones of th( 
man of God, who had spoken boldly His hoi} 
word, and resisted the allurements of a kinglj 
court. Let us al30 reverence his memory ; anc 
pray God that his courage and bis faithfulness 
may be foupd in us, while we watch against th( 
wiles of the wicked one, by which he was draw! 
aside, not into wilful transgression, but into i 
too careless yielding to falsehood. 

JOHN HESRY PARK^K, 0XT01LI> KRI> \.O^^QU« 
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NINTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 
THE WISDOM OF THE CHILDBEN OF THIS WOBLD . 

St. Luks xvi. & TAe children of this world are in 
their generation wiser than the children of light. 

There are in the parable of which the text 
onus part, many points of considerable difficulty, 
aad yet the lessons conveyed by it, when rightly 
understood, are so beneficial, and so suitable to 
our condition, and so much forgotten in the pre- 
sent day, that I will endeavour, with God's bless- 
ing, to explain it to you this morning, — ^follow- 
ing the guidance of the Church, which has ap- 
poiated it as the gospel for the day. 

Many of -our Lord's discourses are difficult to 
understand : at this we must not be surprised. 
He conveys iustruction hidden under parables. 
He manifests His attributes by mysterious, sym- 
boUcal actions ; as it is said in the Psalms, " I 
will open my mouth in a parable : I will declare 
liard sentences of oldJ' He does V\i\^ W ^^\%^ 

8xMM,S8. NMwSsuza, 3 N "^^ 
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purpose, in order that while His meaning is hid- 
den from the careless and indifferent, it may be re- 
vealed to those who take pains to understand it. 
So it will be with us now. If we are humble, 
teachable, and patient to find out what seems 
difficult at first, and above all if we are obedient, 
our Lord's words will teach us true wisdom. His 
most sacred teaching is intended only for the 
obedient : in very mercy He hides the deepest 
and holiest truths from the careless and profane i 
for they could not understand them were they 
ever so plainly declared, and if they received 
them only to misunderstand them, they would 
gain harm from them, instead of good ; like a 
diseased body, in which the wholesomest food 
becomes poison ; as wine and meat are destruc- 
tion to one who is in a burning fever, while to 
the weak and weary they are strength and re- 
freshment. 

The conduct of the unjust steward is account- 
able enough. He was accused unto his lord 
that he had wasted his goods : and feeUng 
that he could not defend himself, he feared that 
he should be cast out from his stewardship ; so 
he turned his thoughts towards making a pro- 
vision for himself after his stewardship was lost, 
without working, which he coxjld ivot do, or beg- 
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ging, of which he was ashamed ; and as he was 
a man who was restrained by no good principles, 
he thought he would make what use he could of 
his power while he had it, to secure himself friends 
for the day of his necessity. So he called every one 
of his lord's debtors, and forgave them part of 
their debt, receiving from them a promissory 
mote for a smaller sum than the real debt. **And 
the lord commended the [unjust steward because 
he had done wisely,*' i. e. his own master com- 
mended him : but he commended him not for his 
injustice, but for his prudence : being unjust, he 
13 commended for acting cleverly and wisely as 
an unjust man. And so he is proposed to us as 
an example by our Lord, not that we should imi- 
tate his injustice, but his wise forethought : just 
as in another place the serpent is proposed as 
an example for us, " Be y^ wise as serpents and 
harmless as doves ;*' not hurtful as serpents, but 
prudent and cautious as serpents, whilst gentle 
and loving and harmless as doves. The wisdom 
of the poisonous grovelling loathsome serpent, is 
proposed for our imitation, because it is wisdom ; 
and so. is the wisdom of this steward, not his in- 
justice. It is not the principles of the unjust 
steward which are recommended for our imitation. 
His pjiaciples were bad, but lie act^di ^ ^%^ 

SmmmlSA NMWSMMOa, 3 N 2 '^^^ 
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as he could act on his own principles. And we 
are exhorted to act out our principles as well 
and as wisely as he acted out his. * " The lord 
commended the unjust steward because he had 
done wisely .... And I say unto you. Make 
to yourselves friends with the mammon of un- 
righteousness/' i. e. use your worldly wealth so 
as to make friends of the poor and needy, *' thai 
when ye fail they may receive you into everlasting 
habitations," i. e. that when ye die they majf 
receive you into the home of the blessed. The 
steward made use of the money which his mastei 
had entrusted to him, to make himself friends 
of his lord's debtors. Christians also are t( 
make use of the possessions which God give? 
them, to make for themselves friends of the pool 
and needy, and to bring upon themselves theii 
prayers and blessings. The precept is exactl] 
the same as our Lord gave to the young man 
'' Go and sell that thou hast, and give to th( 
poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven.' 
And St. Paul the same : " Charge them tha 
are rich in this world, that they be not high 
minded, nor trust in uncertain riches .... 
that they do good, that they be rich in goo< 
works, ready to distribute, willing to communi 
eaie; laying up in store £oi t\iem^dN^% ^. ^oq< 
m 
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foundation against the time to come/* Our Savi- 
our also bids us, in the sermon on the Mount, 
by up for ourselves treasures in heaven, not 
upon earth ; and you may observe, that in both 
fhese passages, where giving to the poor is men- 
titmed, the heavenly reward is connected with it. 
Our Saviour says, " Give .... and thou shalt 
have treasure in heaven.*' St. Paul says, " Dis- 
tribute, communicate, and lay up a good founda- 
tion against the time to come, that ye may lay 
hold upon eternal life." So in the parable our 
Saviour says, " Make to yourselves friends by 

the riches of unrighteousness, that 

they may receive you into everlasting habita- 
tions." 

But we may observe a much nearer and more 
exact likeness between the provident steward 
and ourselves, than I have yet drawn out. We 
also are stewards, to whom God has committed- 
earthly possessions, with various talents and op- 
portunities, powers of mind and body, and influ- 
ence over others. And these He bids us use for 
Him, permitting us to benefit ourselves by them, 
and commanding us to use them for the benefit 
of others, yet always for His glory. These pos- 
sessions are not our own. Riches are not our own, 
health and strength are not our own-, oY^crstossv- 
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ties of doing good to others^ power to help them, 
power to console and support them, — ^these are not 
our own : they are lent us, that we may make a 
good use of them ; lent us by God, that we maj 
use them for His glory. Therefore our Savioui 
says, " If ye have not been faithful in that whicl 
is another man's, who shall give you that whicl 
is your own ?" Our character or disposition is ow 
own, though it is God's gift ; a far greater gif 
it is ; a far greater gift is true holiness, all gooc 
and heavenly affections, — than the gift of earthlj 
riches and opportunities : therefore He says, " H( 
that is faithful in that which is least, is faithful als( 
in much : and he that is unjust in the least, ii 
unjust also in much. If therefore ye have beei 
unfaithful in the unrighteous mammon, who wil 
commit to your trust the true riches ?'* 

Now those higher gifts Almighty Grod permits 
us to call our own, because they are grafted intc 
us by the Holy Ghost, and become part, as il 
were, of our own character. We drink them ir 
with the waters of hfe, and are imbued and 
penetrated with them, as when light pervades 
the whole mass of a transparent object, or fire 
goes through and changes the whole piece ol 
iron which is heated in the furnace: and thus 
the graces of the Holy SpvrVl \)eco\£kfe wet ^^wcl. 
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But earthly possessions are no part of our- 
selves : they are not our own ; we cannot take 
them to ourselves ; they are but lent us : they 
BTc nothing to us till we make use of them. 
Thus we are as stewards, to fulfil a trust. 
. In the next place, we are as stewards accused 
to our master that we have wasted his goods. 
We have oflFended our Master in heaven. We 
have not used His gifts as we ought. We have 
squandered what He has committed to us in 
self-indulgence. We have neglected our oppor- 
tunities, and misused our influence ; while Satan, 
"the accuser of the brethren," is ready to make 
the most of these charges against us. And we 
are like this steward in a third point, — that we 
too are awaiting our account, as he was. In the 
day of judgment Christ will say to us, " Give an 
account of thy stewardship ;" and well may we 
fear lest the account should be found against us, 
and we should be condemned by our Lord. 

How then are we to provide against that 
judgment-day ? and where are we to find refuge 
when our Lord takes away the stewardship, as 
He will do at the judgment-day ; for there our 
trial is ended? Here is a fourth point of Uke- 
ness between us and the steward, — he made 
friends of bis master's debtors \s^ Ao\w% ^^\fiw 
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kindness : we also are to turn for help towards 
our fellow-sinners, who are all debtors to Christ, 
and shew kindness and exercise charity towards 
them : to make them our friends ; to engage theii 
prayers for us, and obtain their blessing ; and, as 
the parable encourages us to hope, to receive as- 
sistance from them in our preparation for th^ 
day of judgment, and be welcomed by them to a 
heavenly home. Do you not see then how great 
a blessing it is for us to be allowed to do good 
to the poor, the sick, and the afflicted? Is it 
not a great mercy that Christ has appointed such 
a means of deliverance from some of the evife 
which we have brought upon ourselves by oui 
sins ? Not as if we could earn heaven, or deserve 
God's favour, by charity towards the poor, and 
kindness towards the miserable. No ; we surely 
cannot be so fooUsh as to suppose we can 
deserve anything for spending that which is 
Another's in the way He bids us. But this is 
His own appointed means to us for providing 
against the judgment-day. He makes the poor 
His treasurers, to whom giving what we deny 
ourselves, we are laying up treasure in heaven : 
" He that hath pity on the poor lendeth to tha 
Lord ; and look, what he layeth out, it shall ba 
paid bim again." And the i|jat^\e \.^^ >\^ \JmA 
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this repayment shall take place at the day of 
judgment. Of course we cannot say how this 
shall be ; but that it may be in any way, accord* 
ing to God's appointment, we cannot doubt. Oh ! 
happy it would be for rich men, if they would 
only believe God's Word that so it is, and, instead 
of spending only on themselves, adding field to 
field, and house to house, or Uving in selfish 
luxury, or given up to the adornment of their 
dwellings, or the improvement of their estates, 
they would lend to the Lord, by giving to the 
poor, to receive again a far richer recompense, 
iu the great day of account. I said, we know not 
how that repayment shall be made hereafter. 
But surely it is a remarkable token of the miser- 
able unbelief of our age and country that no 
value is attached to the prayers which are offered 
up now, by the nepdy and distressed, for those who 
relieve them. There have been times, and it is 
so now in some countries, when the beggar's 
blessing was considered a rich recompense for 
the alms bestowed upon him, and the promise 
of prayers in behalf of the giver was really an 
inducement for him to give ; but the prayers of 
the needy are despised in this money-loving age 
and country; the blessings which they procure 
are too far off, and too spiritual, loX^e n^^<^^V| 
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those who are buymg and sellings and getting 
gain, — ^who either are rich, or wishing earnestly to 
be rich, and so have fallen into a snare, and be* 
come blind and indifferent to their true good 
O miserable condition, for men who are awaitiof 
the coming of their Lord to reckon with them 
Sickness is coming on, and a gloomy old age 
failing strength, pain of body, the cold grave, ani 
the sleep of death, where there is no money, ni 
luxury, no gaiety, no pleasures of the body, — am 
what will riches do for us then ? and what shal 
we answer the Judge, if we are accused, am 
justly accused, of hoarding up His goods, o 
spending them upon ourselves? My brethrei 
you may thank God that most of you are nc 
exposed to the temptation of being rich, c 
having the prospect of riches before you. Stil 
take care that you do not long, for that whic 
you are not likely to have. Do not envy thos 
who are richer than yourselves. Take care yo 
do not covet, and so bring God's anger upon yo 
for breaking His commandment. And while yo 
are, perhaps, tempted to wish for more than yc 
have got, make good use of what you have. Yc 
have all opportunities of doing essential kindnei 
to your neighbours in sickness and distress, an 
you all need to make friends iox \Jtva Ajk^ ot tcie 
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t all things be done with reference to that day, 
on that day all your actions bear. All things 
1 find their true value in that day. And why 
>uld we be less wise for that day, than the 
Idren of this world are for the present day ? 
t so it is, — " The children of this world are, 
their generation, wiser than the children of 
it." They provide for this world better than 
for heaven. They are more watchful, more 
ident, and more persevering in laying up their 
asures, than we in laying up ours. How dili- 
itly they labour day by day, and night by night, 
t to provide for their families, (for it is not of 
is labour that I speak,) but that they may be* 
ne rich, perhaps even grudging what is abso- 
ely required for the maintenance of their 
pendents. How steadily they pursue their 
e object! How everything bends to their 
e purpose ! Perhaps they are naturally kind 
id obliging, but when gain is in question, they 
icome hard and cruel; or they would rather 
iturally be honest, but when the temptation is 
reat enough, they act unfairly at least ; they take 
adue advantage, if they are not absolutely what 
called dishonest; or, if they are strictly fair 
i their deaUngs, it is often rather because they 
mk it more for their advantage, ^wi lox ^xvsl- 
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ciple's sake. Honesty, it is said, is the best policy; 
and so they are honest for their own sake, and not 
for the sake of their neighbour, and because it is 
right. And then how shrewd they are, and how 
calculating, and how well they lay their plans, 
and take advantage of the weakness of others! 
Thus they shew their wisdom, in their own way, 
seeking their own chosen ends, and often attaiiH 
ing them. 

And what is the greatest punishment that can 
come on such men, — men whose hearts are thus 
set on mammon ? It is, that they may prosper; 
that success may attend all their designs, that alt 
their plans may be accompUshed ; that they may 
become rich and powerful, and rise above their 
fellows, and get a place and name in the world. 
This is the greatest misery that can befall the 
men who have made gain their god. They 
attain their end, and a miserable end it is. 
"They have their reward;" they are wise for 
their own generation, and in their own genera- 
tion the fruit of their wisdom withers and dies, 
and leaves them as desolate and decayed branches 
ready to be burned. There is no surer token of 
God's displeasure, than when all things go 
smoothly and prosperously with men whose 
hearts axe set upon earthly enda. ^Y\i^ OcMx«cl 
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>f Israel lusted after flesh, and obtained their 
lesire; "but while the meat was yet in their 
Qouths, the heavy wrath of God came upon 
hem :" the plague was begim. " Thou in thy 
ifetime receivedst thy good things," said Abra- 
am to the rich man,'' and likewise Lazarus 
vil things ; but now he is comforted, and thou 
rt tormented." 

My brethren, if any of you have had warm 
Lopes, and laid thoughtful plans, for some good 
.hing of this world, and your hopes have been 
lisappointed, and your plans frustrated time 
b&jdT time, you may thank God for delivering 
you from probable destruction. I suppose many 
a man has cause to give thanks that his schemes 
have not been allowed to succeed. It is a token, 
you may trust, of mercy in store for you that He 
does not permit you to cast in your lot with the 
men of this world. If neighbours and acquaint- 
ances have become rich beside you, and grown at 
the same time covetous and proud, while you 
have remained poor, thank God, and take courage, 
for the renewal of your earnest endeavours after 
that poverty of spirit which shall possess the king- 
dom of heaven. It is far easier for the poor, the 
disappointed, and the afflicted, to enter into the 
kingdom^ tbsD for those wholiave t\ievi o^\i^«?3 
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at all times, and are satisfied continually, and 
succeed in all their undertakings ; especially il 
they have succeeded by doing wrong. So long 
as men are contentedly enjoying the fruits of evil 
deeds, or even of over-anxiety and carefulness, 
the door of repentance is closed against them; 
their hearts are hardened by the deceitfulness of 
riches, and the good seed, even if it find air 
entrance, is choked by the " cares of this world, 
and the lusts of other things entering in/* 
i But chastisement brings self-condemnatios, 
and that, along with continued trial, brings 
humility and tenderness of heart, and from humi- 
lity comes confession, and with confession pr(K 
mise of amendment, and upon these comes the 
favour of God, and the Sun of Righteousness 
pours His loving beams upon them, and the 
hard, worldly heart is completely melted, and 
the work of true repentance goes on towards 
perfection. 

Dear brethren, if any of us are making it the 
one aim of our lives to perfect our repentance, 
let us observe the directions of our Lord, and let 
us willingly spend of what He has committed to 
us, upon His debtors, our fellow-Christians who 
are in need. This is the rule : " If thou hasf 
wucb, give plenteously •, \i MXiou \NasX. VASk^da 
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hy diligence to give of that little/* Give cheer- 
iiUy what you do give, as to the Lord. Even 

cup of cold water will be accepted, if it be 
iven in the name of a disciple, as to one of 
hrist's members. Give kind attentions, and 
ady personal service, where yon have nothing 
;e to give. These are often far more needed, 
d indeed require greater sacrifice, than costly 
•ts. And whatever is done, let it be done in 
cheerful spirit ; not with much profession, but 
ietly and modestly, as a matter of course ; not 

if you were doing some great thing, but only 

if doing what you are bid by One who has 
lihority over you, and applying His gifts as He 
IS directed you. And when you stand by the 
d-side of those who are in pain, or sunk in 
eat weakness, meditate upon the great love 

our Saviour, who bore far more than you can 
tness of suffering, that you might be spared, 
id thank Him that He permits you to minister 

those for whom He died ; and pray Him to 
;al you of all disease, and to accept you at the 
st day for His goodness' sake. 

And when you are pained at the sight of 
jverty and suffering, and as you try to reheve 

or give comfort under it, think how for 
)ur sake He became poor, and pia^ "Hmsl ^^ 
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you, and we all, those who minister and thos 
who are ministered unto, and especially you 
own minister, and your own friends and neigl 
bours, may through His poverty be made rich 
pray Him to give us all that which shall be on 
own for ever, and to commit to our keepin, 
" the true riches/' 
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TENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY, 

THE SCIENCE OF SPIBITVAL THINGS* 

lCoR.xii. 1. Now concerning spiritual gifts ^ hrethren, 
I would not have you ignorant. 

It is nothing new to say that we are ignorant 

of very much, not only of what is about us, but 

also of what is within us. Men have health, 

strength, experience, cleverness, a sense of what 

is fair and unfair, a judgment of what is right 

and wrong in common matters, and yet almost 

without knowing it. They make use of them, 

one day after another, without being aware of it : 

«nd in very many cases, they certainly could not 

give a distinct account of how, or why, or when, 

they became possessed of the habits or qualities 

I have mentioned. Concerning these natural or 

ttioral gifts they are ignorant. 

And there are, I have no doubt, many iur 
Btances of pious Ciristians, who \\Ne a\i^ ^riv.\sv 

8MMM.S9. NawSMMimu 3 O "^^ 
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the same way. There are really good peo 
who have been used to do their duty, and beli 
in their Saviour from the time they were childj 
who have never thought why they were good 
found out exactly the cause of their doing rij 
or the reason of their belief. Now these pe< 
have spiritual gifts : — no one, who sees in 
other sincere faith, good and child-like hope, 
real kind-heartedness and love to his brol 
men, can deny that these are the gifts of 
Spu'it : — but they themselves take them rai 
for things of course. They have never serioi 
asked themselves how far their good quali: 
or, rather, theu* " spiritual gifts," are their c 
and come from themselves, or are Gk)d's, 
come from God. They would, very likely, i\ 
their habits of mind, if they were left to th 
selves, come very near to the truth; but t 
are not certain to do so. They may make i 
takes ; and they are exceedingly liable to be 
wrong by others. They are ignorant concen 
spiritual things. They have no theological kn 
ledge. 

Now theological knowledge is not, as we 1 

seen, absolutely necessary for a Christian, am 

have knowledge concerning spiritual gifts is 

4it all the same as Uavmg Wv!& ^\l\& \\i^\s&e1 
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Many a humble-minded Christian has been jus- 
tified by faith, who never knew the meaning of 
the word '' justification ;'' and some of the highest 
spiritual gifts are quite consistent with ignorance 
on spiritual matters. Why then, it may be said, 
should you trouble good people with difficult 
subjects, if the knowledge of them is not neces- 
sary to their salvation ? — there are many disputes 
and differences about them in the world, and the 
worldly part of the Church ; — ^that kind of know- 
ledge has often been the occasion of schisms and 
heresies, and loss of charity ; — why then should 
you attempt to give it to those, to whom you 
cannot be sure that it will prove a benefit, and 
to whom you may reasonably fear that it will 
turn out very much the reverse ? 

To such an argument as this, I can best reply 
in the words of St. Paul, " Now concerning spi- 
ritual gifts, brethren, I would not have you igno- 
rant." It is true that if -a Christian believes in 
One Almighty Father, Maker of earth and heaven, 
in One Redeeming Lord, the eternal Son of God, 
both God and man, and in One Holy Ghost pro- 
ceeding from the Father and the Son, Trinity in 
Unity, and Unity in Trinity, that he is indeed 
"wise unto salvation." That faith is sufficient 
for time and for eternity ; and ^\i\\^ V^^ \a^^^ '^ 

SjoM^ffi. NewSmrimb. 3 O 2 '^^ 
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whole from error, and undefiled l)y sin, his feet 
are standing upon the rock beneath which the 
gates of hell shall open their jaws in vain. The 
holding that great mystery of faith and charitj 
^s the possession of the pearl of price ; and the 
lacking and falling short of that will render all 
other gifts and powers vain and of no worth at 
all. But when he has that, it is not necessarj 
for him to stand still : on the contrary, it is 
rather necessary that he should go on " to add 
to faith virtue, and to virtue knowledge,*' and to 
^* desire to be filled with the knowledge of the 
will of God in all wisdom and spiritual under- 
Standing." 

There is such a thing as spu'itual knowledge. 
We were not created in vain. The Spirit of 
God does not deal with us at random. There 
are facts in our spiritual being, as there are in 
our moral or physical being : there are laws and 
principles on which these facts depend ; their 
causes and their efiects may be traced out. 
There is a science of things spiritual, as there 
is a science of things moral, and of things 
natural. 

These truths, St. Paul opens to the Corinthians. 

He shews them the mystery of their own nature ;' 

and be begins with the. expemive^ o^ XJasis own 
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unregenerate state. In the heart of man whichr 

bows not God, there is yet an unconscious need 

of God : there is a yearning to hsten to some* 

thing higher, truer, holier than what it can tell 

itself; an instinctive will to follow happiness and 

light, if it could only be led unto them ; an inborn 

craving for grace. In the dispensation of dark- 

\ ness, man's spirit had been left to itself, but it 

did not stand stiU : it made for itself dumb idols, 

and waited and listened to them, to hear if they 

would but speak to it : it followed the suggestions 

of its own vanity and sinfulness, even as it was 

led, while it was deaf to the voice of conscience, 

and blind to the guidance of the living Spirit. 

So it was with the Corinthians, he bids them 

: remember, when they were Gentiles. Then came 

\ before their eyes, " the true Light which lightetb 

:^ every man that cometh into the world ;" and Hi5^ 

'\ presence, as by a second act of creation, separated 

^\ in their souls, as it does in each human soul, the 

*f light from the darkness. All that was confused, 

^ and unknown, and disorderly before, was at once 

^ arranged and set right by the advent of incarnate 

, truth and grace. Theybecame "children of light.'^ 

>• Then could be plainly seen who would follow the 

r Spirit of God, and who would refuse \ who had 

' &e Spirit, and who had not, llcaa ^^ XJs^a Svt^Sw 
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portion of the science of spiritual things, this its 
leading principle. He who reused or denied 
the Lord Jesus, he who cut off the Saviour from 
himself, and cut off himself from the Saviour, 
either in the recesses of his own soul by pre* 
sumptuous, unbelieving thoughts, or in the so- 
ciety of his fellows by blaspheming, hardened 
words, or in his life and course of action, by 
selfish, calculated, unrepented sin, he was neither 
thinking, speaking, nor acting by the Spirit of 
God ; in such an one there was no new nature. 
He knew not what grace was : he had trampled 
under foot the gift of Pentecost. But when on 
the other hand a man, either at the solemn hour 
of his Baptism had confessed, or in his hfe after 
Baptism was preparing to' confess, that ''Jesus 
is the Lord," by bringing the motions and work- 
ings of his own inner soul into subjection to the 
law of love, by teaching his mouth to utter fer- 
vently the truth his heart believed, and striving 
to confess boldly, in spite of mockery or threat- 
ening, " the faith once delivered to the Saints," 
the faith of Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son 
of God, our Lord : or again, by ruling his doings 
among men by His commandments, and seeking 
how^ at last, his deeds might stand approved by 
Jlim to whom all power \a ^Ne^ix Vxi ^»s:\Sdl «a^ 
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keaven, " King of kings, and Lord of lords :" 
soch an one, — ^whetheir a little child praying by his 
mother's knee, or an apostle, ready to be offered 
iiqp ; — ^whether least or greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven, such an one was led by the Spirit of God, 
and had the Spirit of God ; '' for no man can 
say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy 
Ghost." 

Here then is a principle to go upon, a plain, 
broad, grand distinction between those who are 
spiritual and those who are not spiritual. 

But there are still other steps in this science 
of spiritual things. Spiritual men are different : 
the elect are not all alike : here, on earth, one 
saint differeth from another saint in grace, and 
the use of grace ; as in the sky above us, one 
star differeth from another star in glory : one is 
filled full of " the word of wisdom," pure and 
peaceable ; another is endowed with " the word 
of knowledge," to search out, and to gain an 
insight into truth for himself, and to freely give 
to others the light of knowledge he has so freely 
received ; another, in adoring faith, is striving in 
heart and mind to ascend to heaven, and there 
to dwell with Christ, his Lord, continually ; an- 
Qther abides on earth to heal the sorrows and the 
pains of bis brother, in the power ol\\s\^ Otksf&^ % 
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cJiie can speak, and another can interpret. There 
are indeed diversities of gifts in Christ's holy 
Church : Mary will listen, and Martha serve : 
Peter shall feed the lambs, and Nathanael be 
without guile: Paul shall burn with zeal, and 
John with love : yet in this multiplicity of gifts 
there is no clashing and no opposition, for there 
is a unity and identity in the Giver. " All these 
Vorketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing 
to every man severally as He will." It is "' the 
same Spirit," Who is the Lord and Giver of life^ 
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, 
whose gifts of grace are manifold, but yet who 
sanctifieth each one and all of the elect people of 
God. 

But again, all in the visible Church do not 
hold the same place, nor have all the same office. 
In holy Baptism, indeed, all have received the 
one great gift, — the new nature ; and are conse- 
crated with the one mighty unction of the Holy 
Ghost, to be " kings and priests unto God /' but 
from among these, some are peculiarly chosen 
and ordained to peculiar spiritual duties and 
functions. Some have to bear rule : upon them 
Cometh the care of the Churches, as called intc 
the place of those whom our Lord sent forth 
jirhen He bad jfirst passed iTas m^Vil m ^^rayer : 
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others are to be the stewards of His sacraments, 
the ministers of His means of grace, the preachers 
of His gospel : and others, again, are set to aid 
these in discharging their office and work of love 
within the Church. There are, and ever have 
been these orders in the Church, bishops, priests 
and deacons, for "there are differences of ad- 
ministrations:" they do not choose themselves, 
because *' He hath chosen them, and ordained 
i: fliem :" they cannot choose themselves, because 
-_ tiiat which they have to do is beyond themselves, 
1 and utterly out of their power. " Except a man 
be born of water, and of the Spirit, he can- 
:. not enter into the kingdom of God " and yet 
in the font, by which they stand, there is but 
;c; water. " Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of 
'i Man, and drink His blood, ve have no life in 
:y you;" and yet, all that man can give, are the 
st\ mere elements of bread and wine. They have 
D.; " to watch over our souls as they that must give 
yci account ;" and yet, " who can forgive sins, but 
*i ^d alone?" They have each, in their order, 
mi. their differences of administration ; but what they 
m, are, they seem not; and what they do, they 
ta themselves do not, but that " same Lord," Who 
h, is Light of Light, and very God of very God. 
r: ' Heit isr^ and not man, who receiN^Wi \5cka\^^^ 
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child into ''the everlasting benediction of His 
heavenly washing :" He it is, and not man, Wba 
saith, *' Take, eat ; This is My Body •/' He it ig, 
and not man, who rules over His Church, absdiy- 
ing their sins, and giving to each one his plaet 
and office, and to each one His power and Spiriti 
Himself ruling, working, doing, in all, and over 
all, who redeemed each one and all mankind. 

Once more : — How differently does grace wcwk 
in different men, and how diverse are the effect* 
of the ministrations of Christ's ministers in differ* 
ent portions of the Church ! How few, among 
Christian men, are what they ought to be, — how 
few are what they might be I Among the sinc^t^ 
and the honest-hearted, the fruit of faith is not 
sixty, or thirty fold, but ten, or five fold, scarcely 
Opportunities are every where being lost ; mer* 
cies are continually being disregarded ; and sins 
of omission are rife, even where sins of com- 
mission may seem to be fewer than with most. 
In the loftiest feelings there are matters for sor* 
row and self-abasement ; and for disappointment 
in the highest aims. In the heart of the re« 
generate there is still the flesh warring against 
the spirit ; and in the life of the saint, the be« 
setting sin is repeated, even to seven times a-day. 
And in the various pottioik^ ol Vk^ Nisibla 
Mr 
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irch, '' the evil is ever mingled with the good/' 
isions and oppositions^ errors in doctrine and 
Serence to privileges, self-exaltation and self- 
ciency, condemnation of other Christians, even 
latbemas, and money-worship and lukewarm- 
, on this side and on that, imperil charity, and 
r^-nigh to mar the Church's own appointed 
k. And because of these riiortcomings and 
ngs^ the man of this world looks coldly on, 
denies the reality of any visible Church of 
ist at all, and any communion of saints at 
Nothing will satisfy him but transcendent 
iness ; and he asks for striking, unmistakable 
alts, before he will acknowledge that the Lord 
ith His Church. He is ignorant of spiritual 
igs, and knows not that '' there are diversities 
)perations, but it is the same God, that work- 
all in all." The same Almighty God, who 
)e made and still worketh in the material 
rid, worketh still in the spiritual universe of 
yoe. He doeth " all in all ;" the outer opera- 
as of nature, and the inner operations of grace, 
t His, and &om Him, alike. The laws of both 
nd by Him; the causes of both are in His 
weTy and "when He calleth them, they say, 
5re we be." As the heavens declare His glory^ 
tiie earth sbeweth forth Hia ^^raiCi^ \ vcA \sl 

vii 
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both, nothing can be so small, or so great, ad : 
to be beyond His grace, and nothing can be 8 
so small, or so great, as to be beyond His : 
power. It is here, especially, that the ignorant 2 
in spiritual things fail : they forget, or they da c 
not perceive, that the smallest things are from < 
Him, and ruled by Him, as much as are the : 
greatest ; that not only every " perfect gift,*' but i 
every gift that is in any wise " good" at all, cometh ; 
down from Him, — the sUghtest impulse in the sin- 
ner towards forsaking evil, equally with the extatia 
prayer of him in whom love hath cast out fear.: 
Yes, from the first pang of awakened conscience 
to the full "joy in believing," through all the 
long work of casting down pride, and chastening 
impurity of heart, and denying selfishness and 
self-will, it is His " operation." Diverse as are 
the means He uses with our sinful hearts, through 
all " He worketh within us to will and to do of . 
His good pleasure," until we, once afar from 
Him, become "His workmanship, created through 
Jesus Christ unto good works." 

No otherwise is it in the visible Church on 

earth : He is working in it, we know by faith. 

It is militant: "he that letteth, will let, until 

he be taken out of the way." The imperfections 

and fiAortcomings in wYial \a ^oodi ^^ %Yga& oC 
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3 struggle going on. Tliere can be no silence, 
r peace, till the battle is either won or lost. 
e Church is at one time weak, as it is at 
)ther strong, because there are in it too " di- 
sities of operations,'' according to His mys- 
ious dispensations, and oiu: use or abuse of 
s gifts ; yet in His strength our weakness will 
last be made perfect, and imperfect means 
1 work out their perfect end in His disposal. 
Yes, my brothers, we stand within the scheme 
salvation, and we cannot know and see all its 
oapleteness, its order and its power ; yet mys- 
rious, intricate, and hidden from our eyes as it 
. it still works on its irresistible course in mute 
»edience to that voice which is " mighty in 
eration." In the energy of creating, redeera- 
5, sanctifying love, " all things work together 
r good to them that love God," — ^work, in 
ite of their own frailty, their own negligence, 
eir own ignorance, — work, until the number of 
e elect is accompKshed, and the kingdoms of 
e world become the kingdoms of the Lord and 
His Son, and that end is come which setteth 
e crown eternally upon His Almighty work. 
Thus, in few words, but yet most fully and 
ost plainly, does the apostle set forth the prin- 
ples ol the science of spiritual ikm^^, wAV^^ 
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US that which is most useful for us to know, and j, 
of which he would not that we should be igno^ ^ 
rant. And, if any would go on to trace out mm ^ 
perfectly the mysteries of the world of grace, thi ^ 
is to say, of Christ's universal Church, the way k | 
open to them, but they must walk in it reverratlj* j. 
If they are rash, they will stumble ; if they ail \ 
proud, they are sure to err ; self-will, then, is tin ji 
same with ignorance. It is only by degrees that j, 
we can understand even a little of the ways of ^ 
God ; we cannot all at once. We shall gain tbit | 
knowledge by waiting for it, as we win grace by ^ 
yielding to it. If we look upwards, and not ^ 
downwards, — ^if we begin from God, not framoiuh , 
selves, — ^if we abide patiently, and watch, and ad^ , 
not that our own fancies and opinions may be ^ 
proved to be right, but, that the truth erf God -^ 
may be made clear to us, then at length ife j 
shall receive. Then, little by little, our spiritual » 
sight will be quickened ; one marvel after anothflf ♦ 
will open before us, one mystery after another of j 
the spiritual world will be revealed to our under- 
standing, until somewhat of its mightiness, and 
its inner glory, Kes displayed before our view, 
and we gain a glimpse of the vastness of the 
plan of Almighty God for man's redemption, 
and the effectual working oi ^\^ ^^^x ^xvd Pto- 
rro 
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vidence in carrying it on unto its end. Then 
shall we «ee the Lord Jesus ever within jfin 
Churchy according to His promise, sendiug forth 
His ministers, as He sent them forth of old, 
and Himself going with them, as the One who 
*^ came not to be ministered unto, but to minis- 
ter," and as the one " great High Priest," and 
as '' the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls." The 
offices which they execute, the honour with which 
ihey are invested, the holiness with which they 
«re clothed, will be seen to be glorious shadows 
east down upon them from Him who standeth 
ever before the throne, arrayed in the garments 
of an everlastmg priesthood. And then we shall 
feel and know, that each one of the Christian 
men among whom we live, and with whom we 
taik, has, even though he knows it not, a place 
to fill in the Church, and a duty to discharge, 
appointed and assigned to him, whether it be 
low or high, easy or hard, by the Holy Spirit, at 
His own all-wise will ; and that gifts have been 
bestowed upon him to fit him for his place, and 
grace to persevere until his duty be fully done : 
that if he turn back, or fall short, the work of 
God is but delayed ; and His plan is not marred, 
but will be taken up and carried on, until it be 
made perfect. And so then will rise within us, 
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as we gaze upon the Church on earth, which 
seems now so forsaken and confused, — a percep* 
Hon of that order and eternal beauty, of which . 
the fulness is in heaven. 

Thus may we learn the apostle's lesson, the i 
sum of which is this : — ^All we are, and all we 
have, all within ourselves and without ourselves, ; 
all that concerns us and our spiritual life, iaj 
any way, is from above ; is given to us by thi ^= 
Holy Ghost ; is ministered to us by the Lord, 
who died; is wrought in us by our Father ^ 
which is in heaven. This we are not to bi 
ignorant of ; this is " the word of knowledge* i 
given unto us to " profit withal ;*' to profit ifi j 
ever drawing nearer to His Cross, and grow^ | 
ing ever in His love, by whom we all, both far , 
and near, ** have access by one Spirit unto thd i 
Father." i 
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X Cob. xy. 8. Zoj^ of M He was seem of me also, as 
of one horn OdU of due titme. 

Many of yon, my brothers, have no doubt 
nften thought to yourselves, that* you would 
hive g^ly lived in the times of the apostles, 
and have seen the &ce of our Lord Jesus Christ 
<Hi earth. "We would see Jesus/' is not the 
wish of one time only, or of men of one nation 
<mly ; it is rather the natural enquiry and request 
of those who are journeying as pilgrims in a 
strange land, and are seeking the way to their 
father's home. As you read the gospel story, 
you have perhaps pictured to yourselves the way 
in which the things happened that are recorded 
in it : you have fancied that you saw Him wait- 
ing while the blind man eagerly, and yet slowly, 
arose and came to Him; or heard Him, when 
He said to the weeping woman who had washed 
His teet with her tears, " Thy aui% «c^ W^^xjl 

Smmm.M. NMwSaMtm, 3 p W^ 
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thee;" or beheld Him as He "turned and ; 
looked upon Peter" in the hall. And yet, even ; 
if you reahzed these things to yourselves as < 
vividly as you were able, you have felt all the , 
time that your thoughts and fancies must be ^ 
far beneath the truth ; that the influence of . 
His presence, the power of His word, the love ; 
of His look, must have sunk still more deeply .. 
and strangely into the heart ; and therefore yott 
have believed that it would have been good for ^ 
you to have been there then, — to have felt, and ^ 
heard, and seen them in very deed. Let us by 
and see how far this is true, and to what extent 
we may carry it out. 

I shall but just allude to the old tradition, or 
perhaps rather parable, which said, that to the 
humble and pure in heart, there shone in the 
countenance of the Lord the brightness of divi- 
nity, and the perfect beauty of heaven ; while 
the glory and the perfectness of His earthly 
form was, like that of His gospel, " hid to them 
that are lost," and that they saw in Him a mere 
common man. But I think and believe, thtf 
the seeing the Saviour was no light thing, or 
to be thought of as such. It wrought a change 
in men and on men. " He that hath seen Me, 
Math seen the Father," are Hia o^w words of 
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. Ifc was seeing God. It divided some men 
om others, — that is, the earnest from the in- 
ncere. It discerned the very thoughts and 
itents of the heart in the same one man, and 
it, as it were, what was true, and honest, and 
3ly in him, on the one side, and what wad 
ivolous, and false, and vile in him, on the 
;her. It was a trial, a sort of judgment, on 
lose to whom that sight came; they were 
ot the same after it as they were before it. 
'or instance, Nathanael " came and saw" Jesus, 
nd his doubting and hesitating spirit was gone 
A once : " Rabbi, thou art the Son of God, 
;hou art the King of Israel," was the only 
hought that took possession of him ; and so he 
eft father and mother, house and possessions, 
;nd became an apostle, and received power from 
>n high to convert and to guide the world, 
^gain, Herod was "desirous to see Him of 
i long season,'* and when his wish was fulfilled, 
md he did see Him, he " set Him at nought," 
md mocked Him, and sent Him back to Pilate. 
The one had an earnest, "guileless" wish for 
truth, the other a desire to have his curiosity 
gratified ; and the seeing Jesus tried them both, 
and judged them both, — the one for his gain, 
the other for bis loss. 
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Zacchaeus too ''sought to see Jesus/' and i 
when the Saviour came to the place where he . 
was, he "made haste and received Him joy* ti 
fully/' but he was a changed man from th$t j 
time forth : " The half of his goods he gave j 
to the poor/' and made at once a fourfold resfc ^ 
tution for all his unfair dealings, and so salvation ^ 
came to his house, and he lost not his inherit* ^y 
ance among the children of faithful Abraham. ^ 
. And those five hundred brethren of whom Hfi \^ 
was seen at once in Galilee, could not £L*om thence^ { 
forth walk, as other men walked, " in the vanitjt ^ 
of their minds :" in that sight a change wouU . 
be wrought in them, and they could no longa ^ 
go on contentedly in indiflference, lukewanm , 
pess, and self-deceit ; they must be led, we mi^ j 
well conceive, by that sight, to " rise witk ^ 
Christ," and to " set their affection on thmgi ., 
above." .i 

One still more striking instance this Sunday'l 1 
teaching brings before us, in the life and work rf '^ 
the apostle of the Gentiles. He, who was em» i 
phatically a " Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee," j 
and the disciple of a Pharisee ; " profiting above | 
his equals" in the religion and traditions of Ml 
nation ; " fasting twice in the week, and giving 
tithes of all that he possessed*' tot Veinsa, **ai 
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aching the law, blameless;" "thanking God 
at he was not as other men are, or even" as 
arist's martyr, Stephen, unto whose death he 
id been consenting. Surely, if any, he might 
em to be born out of due time ; bom too late 
r grace, too late for change of heart, too late 
r holy love, too late for full humility; born 
hen the law was done with, its types fulfilled, 
I righteousness proved to be imperfect, its sa- 
ifices consummated and done away with for 
ret. Yet it was not so. Jesus was seen of 
im also; "last of all," it is true, but yet He 
as seen ; and the self-exalted Pharisee became 
ven as the humbled and repentant Publican. 
Teaven opened, the Saviour looked down upon 
im ; He said, " I am Jesus, Whom thou per- 
icut^st;" and all his self-hope and self-trust 
as gone, and the darkness of his soul was 
ice for all dispelled by "the glory of that 
jht ;" trembling and astonished, " he durst not 
It up so much as his eyes to heaven." He 
)uld but say, in utter self-surrender and abase- 
lent, " Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do ?" 
1 that sight of Jesus was a revelation not only 
: God to him, but of himself to himself. Brief 
> it had been, yet it was suflScient. Grace had 
)me; mercy had laid her hand upon him, and 

SBBK.eO. VEwSmniMB. 8 P 2 \l^ 
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he was changed. Old things had passed away r 
from thenceforth all things to him were new. 
In it lay a new birth, a new nature, a new 
faith, a new covenant, a new law, a new priest- 
hood, a new Church. His life was changed, 
as his thoughts were changed. He had been a 
persecutor of the Church, — he was now to be an 
apostle in it; he had been "a Hebrew of the 
Hebrews,*' and he was to be "sent far hence 
unto the Gentiles ;" to go on Christ's way, not. 
his own, until he came to the house prepared 
for him and the redeemed in heaven, "jus- 
tified" from all things from which he could 
not be justified by the law of Moses. He had 
seen Jesus, and the image of Him whom he 
had seen was to be wrought into his very 
heart and life. Nay ! more, he was to cease, 
to be himself: the things which he did were 
to be no more his own deeds, and the life> 
which he lived, was to be not his own Ufe, 
but Christ living in him. So did he humble 
himself, and so was he exalted. He was "the. 
least of the apostles," and deemed himself " not 
meet to be called an apostle," yet, in the power 
of that humility, he " laboured more abundantly 
than they all ;" yet his labours were not from hiS; 
oivn spirit of self-sacrmce, Wl tcom " the grace, 
^f God which was with \\\m.** 
frs 
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Dear, indeed, and very precious, must have 
en the thought of that sight to the memory 
the apostle of the Gentiles ! While the Christ 
s in Galilee, in Samaria, in Judaea, he had not 
n Him ; he had not, as others had, hallowing 
ollections of the well of Jacob, thoughts that 
lid wander by the Lake of Gennesaret, or dwell 
m the Mount of Olives. It had not been his 
to sit down at the last supper of the Lord, or 
stand in awe-struck sorrow near His cross. It 
I not been vouchsafed to him to see His hands 
I side, or to receive from Him the breathing 
His Spirit, or to behold Him ascend within 
! cloud. In all these things he was the least 
the apostles ; he seemed so far to have been 
om out of due time ;" yet he had once seen 
n, — had seen Him in His glory and His power, 
koning the sufferings of His people to be His 
a ; and the burning memory of that one sight 
J deep within his soul, changeless and quench- 
I for time and for eternity. 
Phis, then, was the seeing Jesus ; and thus that 
it wrought with those to whom it was granted, 
I who were not unworthy. It may be a mat- 
of very useful meditation for us, as to how 
we each one might be meet and ready for it. 
We, my brothers, with our \)o^A^ c^^'^^Vw^ 
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not, and cannot now see Christ ; but though we 
have not the privilege, yet do we lose nothing 
thereby. Our gain is rather the greater ; for He 
Himself has said, " Blessed are they who have not 
seen, and yet have believed." A cloud received 
Him out of om: sight on the first Ascension-day; 
but though He sitteth on the right hand of God; 
" invisible" to eyes of mortal flesh, yet may wi 
still patiently endure, and wait in faith, as still 
" seeing Him." We have been told, that when 
we see Him in heaven as He is, we shall be made 
like Him ; so also, in proportion as we become 
like Him on earth, shall we see Him here. We 
have been once for all made members of His 
Body in holy Baptism; if our baptismal gar- 
ments have been kept spotless and undefiledi 
then may we come to Him, and kneel before 
Him, and see Him, and He will lay His hand 
upon us, and bless us, — not in fancy, but in spiri- 
tual reaUty, — ^in the ordinances of His Church. 
If we would win His grace, and will repent, and 
believe, and forgive, and love, then may we see 
Him, even as the disciples saw Him the night 
before He suffered, giving to us that living Bread, 
and saying to us, as He did to them, '' Take, eat ; 
this is My Body." If, as perhaps some of you, 
mjr brothers, have done, ^e Yi^^n^ \oxi% 4l^^^®^ 
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•ur birthright, and have been negligent of the 
Taoe so freely offered, and have gone on far and 
)ng in blinded selfishness and despiteful sin, 
et will His mercy still be found more enduring 
ban our hard-heartedness, and His love stronger 
ban our deadness of spirit. Let us not tarry 
rnger, but go, late though it be, to His temple^ 
^here He is to be found, and, smiting our breast, 
nd not daring, for our vileness, to lift up our 
syes to that heaven we have so deeply forfeited, 
et us from our inmost soul pray, with the Fub- 
ican, " Lord, be merciful to me a sinner /' and 
He, even Jesus Christ the Saviour, will be seen 
of as also, although born, as it were, out of due 
time ; and will say, with the same voice of mercy 
IS of old, " Thy sins be forgiven thee : go in 
peaoe." His charity never foileth. His miracles 
}f grace are wrought as freely now as His mira*- 
des of healing were of old. And if we love Him, 
if we keep His commandments. He will come 
onto us, and manifest Himself unto us, and we 
shall see Him, and seeing Him, shaQ rejoice with 
joy unspeakable, and full of glory. 

Oh that our faith might be increased more and 
sver more, that our spiritual sight might be no 
more dimmed with the mists of earth, the eyes 
rf our Boul be no Jonger blinded m\k ^'^ n€^ ^^ 
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lirilful ignorance, so that we might ever see Himj 
where He ever is, near unto His elect ! Then 
might we see His look of patience and of sorrowj 
as He watched over the wayward and the un- 
godly, and we might pray for them with pity- 
ing patience too. Then might we see His look 
of tenderness and sympathy for the poor and the 
heavy laden, and we might deal tenderly and 
kindly with them too. Then might we see His 
love towards His little ones, and love them too. 
Then might we see Him, now and here, as we 
shall see Him hereafter, even beholding us " face 
to face," and watching Him, and dwelling upon 
Him, and moulding ourselves by Hira, if so be 
we might become yet more like Him Whose we 
are. Then could we repent indeed! for what 
heart could be so bound by sin, that would not 
•be " pierced, rent, crushed,'* in very truth, if 
once He were to stand before it, and to say, 
^' Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I 
Myself." 

Thus, then, let us wish to see Jesus ; and thus 
let us pray that we may see Him, catching the 
reflection of His countenance "through a glass 
darkly," until the time of that revelation when 
we shall see Him " face to face." 
- Faith must go before sv^\. •, *W\. %YgJit will 
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come at length. The hour is drawing nearer 
and ever nearer, when all flesh must see Him, 
when He shall come again with clouds, and every 
eye shall see Him, both they who loved Him, 
and they who pierced Him, with their unrepented 
ins. The time is not long that we have to 
nit; it is but "a little while" in comparison 
nth the eternity beyond. However downca3t 
ire may be at our own weakness of faith, how- 
iver sorrowful for our unnumbered presump- 
ions upon His mercy and His love, however 
ire may "weep and lament" over our evil doings, 
md this life of ours may seem a weariness and a 
burden, because we see Him not, still, through 
JI His promises standing sure, — "Again a little 
rhile, and ye shall see Me/' We shall see fully, 
learly, perfectly, as He shall then see us; and 
he words at which His disciples stumbled shall 
eceive their entire accomplishment : " I will see 
ou again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your 
3y no man taketh from you." Then they who 
lave looked for Him in holiness, they who have 
iver striven to set Him before them, and to direct 
heir steps in His way, will be able to lift up their 
leads, and see Him when He comes with joy. 

Yes ! in that last time of all. His redeemed 
ihall see Him indeed ; and t\ie teaYl\3\\\^'^^ <^\NieL^ 
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judgment hour — the dissolving of earth, and the 
passing away of heaven — ^will be to theip ujiheed- 
ed and unseen, for the eagerness with which they 
shall hearken to their Saviour's word, "Enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord ;" and the love 
with which they shall gaze upon their Saviour's 
fiace, from thenceforth turned away from theia 
no more for ever. 



JOHN HENRT PARKKR, OXTOUlk kHIk \.OHl>OH. 



txvaotxfi for tl^e €f)xifitinn ^tniOM^ 

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

THE OLOBY OF THE NEW LAW, 

►R. iii. 9. For if tie ministration of condemnation be 
ory, muoh more doth the ministration of righteouS'» 
'88 exceed in glory. 

'he epistle of this day presents us with a 
trast between the dispensation of Sinai and 

dispensation of the Gospel, to which that 
ier law was a preparation. It is the echo of 
Whitsuntide thoughts, — an echo of the praise 
;vhich the servants of the second Pentecost 
11, with mingled faith and fear, the terrible 
ies of the first. 

)n that tremendous day He bowed the hea- 
3 and came down, and it was dark under His 

; He rode upon the cherubs and did fly, He 
le flying upon the wings of the wind. There 

a voice of words and a sound of trumpets 
3eding loud. Even Moses, who spake face to 
I with Him, did exceedingly fear and quake. 
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He came down with all the circumstances of 
fear, and the law that He gave them was a law 
of fear, a good and holy law, but strict in its re- 
quirements, terrible in its punishments. The 
terrors of it went through the whole outer life of 
the people : as members of a state they were 
bound by its political enactments, as members of 
a religious body by its ceremonial ones, as indi- ^ 
viduals by its moral commandments ; it followed ^ 
them from birth to death ; it received them on r^ 
the eighth day, when they were circumcised, and ^ 
kept them, under strict rules and by the fear of . 
punishment, all through their life, abroad and ^ 
at home, in private and public business, and in ^ 
the various ceremonies of that religion by which • 
they were bound to God. Under it they grew , 
and multiplied ; when they neglected it they fdl ^ 
into trouble, when they obeyed it they prospered, ^ 
until, in the reign of Solomon, the vine that was ^ 
brought up out of Egypt and planted in Em-^ 
manners land, stretched out her boughs unto the ^ 
sea, and her branches unto the river. Again they i^ 
forsook it, and then the wild boar out of the wood l- 
did root it up, and the wild beasts devoured it ^ 
God did indeed turn, looked down from hea- j 
ven, and beheld and visited that vine. His only , 
Sod came to fulfil the law awd ^'^ ^^'^'^^ > ^ 
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they rejected Him, and with Him the law and the 
prophets ; and the Son of God being rejected 
by them, they were also rejected from being the 
people of God and of His law. 

And so that law passed away ; its moral pre- 
cepts were re-enacted by our Lord in a spiritual 
and more stringent form ; but its ceremonial com- 
mandments, being typical of what Christ should 
] do, had fulfilled their end when He had done 
' what they typified. And as the knowledge of 
the true God was to be confined no more to one 
people, but all nations were to be made one in 
the universal law of liberty, there was no need 
of those political commandments by which the 
seed of Abraham had been hedged in. 

The apostles, by Christ's command, were as- 
sembled at Jerusalem to await the new promise 
of the Father. And on the great festival-day of 
Pentecost the Lord descended a second time with 
a sound as of a rushing mighty wind ; the Holy 
Ghost came and sat upon them in cloven tongues 
as of fire; the sound of the rushing wind was 
as when He came flying upon the wings of the 
wind to Sinai, the tongues of fire as the flames 
which lighted the dark heaven under His feet. 
There was no sound of trumpets here, nor even 
B voice of words; the law that was exi^cX.^^ "c^sm 
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was put into the minds of the twelve; it re 
minded them of all that their Lord had said unti 
them; there were no tables of stone, but it wa 
not the less written with the finger of God oi 
the fleshy tables of the heart. The law was no 
to be taken away, as the Jewish law; for th- 
Comforter, now that He is come, abides with tb 
chosen people for ever ; for ever, as is the pre 
sence of Christ unto the end of the world, t 
bring them from glory to glory into the eterna 
and unchangeable glory of the Lord. 

Moses, as the representative of the Jewisl 
people, received, from beholding the glory c 
Jehovah, a bright shining countenance, which h 
was fain to veil, lest the people should not b 
able to look upon him. And now, as St. Pai 
says, did that veil continue on their hearts, s 
that they understood not the real and spiritut 
character of the law, and, whilst they continue 
in unbelief, saw not Christ in the law. 

But when the law of Christ was given it wa 
imparted to the twelve, signifying that all natioi 
should be partakers of it, in that the first sign ( 
its working was their speaking in all languages 
and there was no need of a veil on them, for tl 
word which was by their preaching was to she^ 
to every Aeart the deep ttivaga ol <ao^. '^V^\aN 
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which the Holy Ghost brought was like the law of 
Moses in its going into every particular of men's 
lives. It keeps them good men ; it keeps them 
devout and religious, it keeps them good and 
faithful citizens. It teaches our duty towards 
God : to believe in Him, to fear Him, and to love 
Him with all the heart and all the mind, and 
with all the soul and with all the strength. It 
teaches the duty towards our neighbour : to love 
him as ourselves ; to do unto all men what we 
would that they should do unto us. It keeps 
men good subjects, for their rule is obedience ; 
and obeying authorities and powers they obey 
God, whose hand is seen in the appointing those 
authorities and powers ; and, by God's help, 
they conduct themselves well in that state of 
life in which it shall have pleased God to place 
them. But is this all? surely not: It was 
not merely to conduct men safely and honour- 
ably through this world that the Holy Ghost 
came; not that they might act peaceably, and 
obediently, and benevolently towards those who 
are put in any relation to them ; it was all this 
truly, but not only this. It was to give eternal 
life that the Holy Ghost came down, and the 
law He came to promulgate was the law of life, 
the Gospel of life. And the world ^'b eaxtk^Xs^ 
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spread this knowledge in was not only the outer 
World, — the Parthians and Medes, and Elamites, 
and dwellers in Mesopotamia, — but in the little 
inner world, the kingdom of the soul, man's 
heart, in which dwells so much that needs a law, 
so much that, acted on graciously, might go 
heavenwards in act and will. In this world of 
the heart the Holy Ghost writes the new law; 
the conscience of man acts as judge now accord- 
ing to that new law ; and by that new law are 
his passions ruled, and the springs of his actions 
administered and kept in order. 

The Spirit is a law for this life ; but, higher 
still, it is a law for eteniity, for it not only brings 
us through this world, but into the next. It 
keeps in our mind that we are by our bap- 
tism members of Christ, children of God, and 
inheritors of the kingdom of heaven. It keeps 
in our mind that the world we live in is not 
our rest, and that we cannot trust in it as our 
abiding place without going far to forfeit- the 
eternal mansions which Jesus has gone to pre- 
pare for us. It keeps in our minds the cross we 
have taken, or ought to have taken, up, that we 
may follow our Lord through sorrow to glory. 
He, guiding us, brings us heavenwards ; en- 
Ijghtening us, he kindles \\i^ fec^ ^l \w^ «sA 
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the lamp of spiritual wisdom in omr soul ; teach- 
ing us, He brings to our remembrance what our 
Lord teaches us, what He did for us once, what 
He does for us now, what He will do for us in 
the end of the world ; comforting us. He soothes 
us in trouble outward and inward, helps us in 
our want of faith, in our lack of hope ; helps us 
to be ardent in charity, comforts us when God 
seems to be hiding His face, when He is pleased 
to afflict us, when He seems to leave us alone, in 
all time of our tribulation, in all time of our 
\realth, and in the hour of death. 

Still we must not forget that the law of Sinai 
and the law of the Spirit in the Gospel had one 
and the same Author, and were intended to fur- 
ther one and the same great end. The Author 
was the same eternal God whose Spirit moved on 
the face of the waters before the creation, who 
breathed into men's nostrils the breath of life ; 
that Spirit was in the heart of those holy men who 
wrote the Books of the Old Testament, as well as 
in that of the apostles and evangelists of the New. 
And the same God gave the law on Sinai who 
gave, and now gives, laws to the people of God. 
For we believe in one God the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost. The God of the Jews is the 
God of Christians ; no new God, but the same 
Jehovah made known in^ihe Gos»^^ \."^ ^ ^^* 
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tions. And so both are parts of one scheme of 
salvation ; but this, when it was given to the 
Jews, was through a law of fear. 

Yet the sacrifices of the Jews looked to the 
sacrifice of Christ; all their ordinances had, to 
the spiritual mind, a spiritual meaning. 

Again, the moral law, as we have seen, was 
well-nigh the same in words, but with a more 
spiritual interpretation authoritatively added to 
it, and one new commandipent of love. And the 
civil precepts had their aim in keeping the people 
of the Messiah and of the law separate from sin- 
ners and idolaters. So the law was a school- 
master to bring the world to Christ, a stage in 
the progress of the work of redemption. And 
though now in the Gospel the ordinances and 
civil precepts are done away, it is not because 
such are not required, but because the old were 
shadows, and the substance is now come ; they 
were means to an end, which, being answered, 
there is now place for others. The Holy Ghost 
gives us laws corresponding to these old ones. It 
gives a moral law and keeps us in it ; that is the 
straight gate and narrow path of those who are 
to follow Christ to glory, — pure lives, holy lives, 
penitent lives, lives of self-denial, and love of God 
and man. 
r92^ 
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In ordering the services of the Church the 
Holy Ghost is with us, quickening us in all the 
services of the sanctuary, in the common prayer, 
and praise, and hearing of the Word, as it is read 
and as it is preached. He is with us in the sa- 
craments ; coming first at our baptism, confirming 
His gifts at our confirmation, and giving us, 
every time we come to the table of our Lord, in- 
creased union with Him and increase of His 
gifts. And by His aid the Church is separated 
from the world, as the Jews were from the Gen- 
tiles, to be a holy nation, a peculiar people. God 
forbid that we should sell the inheritance of our 
fathers unto .the stranger. God forbid that, 
once made partakers of His kingdom on earth, 
we should desert our standard or disown our 
allegiance. The Israelites fell away to idols; 
there are idols also with which Satan tempts us : 
lust, honour, wealth, the cares of this world, — 
after all these things do the Gentiles seek. But 
our Heavenly Father hath provided better things 
for us, if we will keep with Him until the end : 
a better country, even a heavenly, far above that 
land of promise, though it flowed with milk and 
honey. 
k Bearing this law, by the observance o? ^NVAfibL 
' the family of God is called o\xl o^ \\iei ^ncA^^ 
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the twelve apostles went forth, and on the very 
day that the Holy Ghost descended they be- 
gan to preach. Christ had ascended up on 
high, had led captivity captive, and had re- 
ceived gifts for men. Then came the gifts 
Thou, God, sentest a gracious rain upon Thiw 
inheritance, and refreshedst it when it was weary 
Thy congregation shall dwell therein, for Thou 
God, hast of Thy goodness prepared for th 
poor. The Lord gave the word : great was ih 
company of the preachers. 

In the lifetime of the apostles the joyful Gof 
pel sound was heard through all the world thi 
men then knew of; the isles of all the seas th 
ships sailed over heard the message of Jesus 
from every kindred, and nation, and people, an 
tongue were men gathered in to the innumerabl 
host who shall sing Hallelujah. 

The twelve, when they died, did not leave tb 
Church without the Spirit they had received 
but they chose faithful men, who were, liki 
them, ministers of the Word and Sacraments 
these followed their teachers, the Holy Ghoa 
dwelling in them ; and they handed down to 1M 
the priests of this day, the gifts they had receive! 
in the day of Pentecost. So the Holy Ghost, ii 
the Sacramentsi which are administered to you 
j0i 
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es to you as certainly as He would from the 
ties themselves. Once, first, in your bap- 
He came and dwelt in you, though no mor- 
ye saw the tongues of fire, or ear heard the 
d of the wind rushing down to quicken the 
made Christian child. And, dwelling in 
in your childhood, He prompted you to all 
7ood acts that you did in childhood ; and in 
h, restraining your evil propensities. He tried 
eep you temperate and continent. And a . 
id time, by the laying on of hands in your 
rmation, He gave you a strengthened pos- 
on of his sevenfold gifts, which may abide 
ou for ever, the responsibility of which will 
r leave you, doubly marked out thereby for 
I or for evil, as being of the regenerate family 
od. 

nd again, most especially when we celebrate 
Holy Communion is He pleased to come to 
The Holy Ghost is there with us, and He 
es His abode in our hearts, and renews us in 
1-will and desires of good action, 
[imself having given the law, and made us in 
baptism subjects to it. He gives us in this 
' ordinance strength to keep it ; He makes 
renewal of the law in our mind : He makes 
a a mark of profession, by 's^Yki^s^ ^icksrj «xfc 
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known who have chosen the Lord's side, who 
are sensible of their high calling, and desirous to 
work on their high privilege. It is again the 
sign of the ceremonial law, that by which Christ 
has desired to be remembered, and in which we 
set forth His most precious death until He comes 
again. And it is the help to all virtuous and 
godly living and keeping of the law of holy 
works with all our might, soul, heart, and 
strength. Come to His table, and you shall 
not go away without the j^ssurance that Jesus 
has loved you, and died and given Himself for 
you, and does give Himself to you in this Sacra- 
ment; that in it He is with you always, even 
unto the end of the world ; and in it He sends 
His Holy Ghost to comfort you, and give you 
strength to follow where your Saviour Christ is 
gone before. 0, if God came in wrath, and fire, 
and flame, and with trumpets of judgment, and 
hell was open for punishment, you would not 
disregard Him ; then why will you when He 
comes in love, and gives Himself to you as a 
friend and helper? You believe that He will 
come one day in judgment, why will you not 
believe that He comes now, and here ? You have 
the same word for both. 

JOHN HENRY PARlLZIl, OXTOB.I> K^I> 1.0^I>0^, 
t90 
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!rHB IiAW or LIFB. 

L/LTiANS iii. 16 — 22. To Abraham and his seed were 
Ike promises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of 
nany ; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. 
And this I say. That the covenant, that was confirmed 
before of God in Christ, the law, which was four hun^ 
(red and thirty years after, cannot disannul, that it 
iould make the promise if none effect. For if the in^ 
ieritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but 
9od gave it to Abraham by promise. Wherefore then 
erveth the law ? It was added because of trans-- 
ressions, till the seed should come to whom the prO' 
lise was made; and it was ordained by angels in the 
and of a mediator. Now a mediator is not a medi^ 
tor of one, but God is one. Is the law then against 
ie promises of God? God forbid: for if there had 
een a law given which could have given life, verily 
igkteousness should have been by the law. But the 
cripture hath concluded all under sin, that the pro* 
\ise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them 
\at believe. 

?H£ salvation whicli is by Jesus Christ came 
the promise; the preparatioii fox ^^n^>C\^^ 
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was by the law ; the law was a schoolmaster to 
bring men to Christ : the Jews were the people 
of the preparation, the people of the law ; we, be- 
loved, are the children of the promise. No sooner 
was the perfection of the creation spoiled by the 
sin of Adam, than its restoration was promised 
in the seed of the woman. That promise was 
inade again to Abraham; in his seed all tboi 
families of the earth were to be blessed. That 
which had been lost for all the earth by the sin 
of the first Adam, was to be restored by the obe- 
dience of a second Adam. He was to come as 
Man, and be God as well. 

For His ancestor, as man, God chose Abraham, 
His friend; deserving by the faith in which he 
left his own country at God's call, and went out 
knowing not whither he went ; in which he so- 
journed in the land of promise, as in a strange 
country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and 
Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; 
in which he looked for a city that hath founda-i 
tions whose builder and maker is God ; in which 
he ofiered up his son Isaac, which also is im-i 
puted unto him for righteousness, deserving by 
this faith to be called the father of the faithful 
He pleased God, and -so God chose him to be 
the forefather of tbe Messvak. G^o^ V^^eaxjas hk; 
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shield, and his exceeding great reward. God 
gave him a promise ; he, believing that promise, 
earned the fulfilment of it. God gave him a 
command ; he, obeying, obtained of God a sur» 
passing glory ; that he who had offered Isaac in 
faith, should in ages to come be called Father by 
the Almighty Offering, Christ the slain on Cal- 
fary; that he who, offering the heir of the promise, 
seemed to be executing a command which would 
pat that promise to an end for evermore, should 
bjr all ages and generations of the faithful be 
oBed Father also, — father of a more abundant, 
and holy, and faithful new posterity. 

And what was this promise ? Not of the land 
of Canaan only ; the blessing of the whole earth 
in the seed of Abraham, that was the promise. 
Here were temporal and transitory promises, 
toade to preserve the race of the faithful till the 
Messiah should come. But the Promise was saU 
taUan. In the fulness of time He was to bring 
it; when God should will, or from the founda- 
tion of the world had ordained. We might en- 
quire why God should fix the fulness of the time 
irticn He did, or why He should choose out es- 
pecially a nation among whom He would place 
fte partial knowledge of His name and will, 
int there h no need ;• the childteu ol Nm^Q^ 
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will justify her. He fixed these things 
pleased Him. 

The promise which was fulfilled in Jesu 
made to Abraham, but it extended to all ere 
The transitory promises were to the childi 
his natural seed, the grand promise of the 
siah to the children of his faith. The Jews 
to realize this : their portion of the promise 
the exclusive gift of salvation ; it was their h 
to be the kinsmen of Christ after the flesh, 
the keepers of the oracles of God, to be, if 
pleased, the first-fruits of creation. The; 
the promises, naturally they should be th( 
to hear the joyful sound, and to see the s] 
of the great Light that should spring up i 
them. But Christ is our Lord as well as 
Nay, they cut themselves ofi* from Him : b; 
alienation are we the shoots of the wild 
grafted in: blindness in part happened 
Israel, that the fulness of the Gentiles 
come in. Thus the diminishing of the Isn 
through blindness and unbelief, was the i 
under God's providence, of bringing us ii 
were afar off. For what, then, did He ( 
the people of Israel? It was that the m 
of His work of creation might not perish 
the knowledge of the loss of mankind 1 

800 
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miglit not be forgotten ; that the promise of a 
seed which should crush the power of Satan 
ttiglit be kept in remembrance ; that He might 
l^ve a witness in His chosen against the sins of 
flie rest of the world. 

And to the furtherance of this purpose He 
i»ve the law to Moses. Four hundred and 
4irty years after the promise He gave the law. 
j^ng all that time He had prepared His people 
fc obedience: He had brought them through 
JNperity and adversity; from being as princes in 
%pt, from making bricks for their daily task, 
'fettgh the Red Sea, on the high road to the 
W of promise. He had not so done it, that 
% might think it had been done by chance. 
2« iad sent Moses to them, to tell them what 
ft would do ; then He had done it. He had 
f ^en signs and wonders in the midst of the 
*^d* He had brought them out with a high hand 
*^ a stretched-out arm. They had had proof 

Jigh to satisfy the longings of faith, and 
^ough love shewn them to merit the obedience 
^love. So He gave them the law. The cha- 
pter of the law is the subject of the epistle 



ft was subservient to the fulfilment of the 
f^suse. It could not disannvil \\\ft ^totk^sa 
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made four hundred years before. It could 
restrict to the stock of Abraham the salv 
which had been promised in Paradise ; it ( 
not restrict to the stock of Abraham the salv 
which had been promised to Abraham for al 
famihes of the earth. It was a just law, a 
law, a law by which, if righteousness could 
come by any law, it might have come; f 
was made by God, and He could not err € 
in the kind or the measure of the obedience 
He required. But God never intended th 
should 'save the world. That was the great 
take of the Jews. They thought that non< 
the natural seed of Abraham were to be accoi 
sons of God ; and that to those who kepi 
law in its letter salvation was due, not as a 
but as a debt. It was not clear that faith 
holiness were the marks of the seed of the i 
ful Abraham, nor that the salvation to be 
stowed freely on the Gentiles also, would ' 
in all who received it the Sonship of God. 
Epistle to the Galatians was written chief 
combat this notion of the Jews : that those 
hoped to be saved through Jesus must be 
according to the law of Moses. These men 
trying to unite what were distinct ; to insei 
it were, into the new garment the patches of 
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which had served them well before, but was now 
worn out and superseded. 

The law was superseded. It was a schooU 
master to bring men to Christ. Christ being 
come, there was no need of it now. The types 
and figures of the good things to come, beautiful 
and glorious as they had been before, sank into 
insignificance by the side of the realities when 
they came. No more was the ark of the cove- 
nant needed to magnify the law, which had its 
highest honour and its end in the fact that Christ 
had fulfilled it. The manna was no longer the 
only bread that came down from heaven. Aaron's 
rod, that budded, had yielded place to the true 
branch, the Priest for ever. Instead of shew-bread 
finr the Church within the tabernacle, Christ had 
left the sacrament of His Body and Blood, th^ 
trae bread of life, not only a figure of that of which 
the shew-bread had been a figure, but the real 
spiritual food of the soul, giving union with Christ 
to those who partake of it. So, too, the golden 
candlestick was no more significant when the 
true Light was shining, or the altar of incense 
when He was gone up, and was offering to the 
Father the sweet savaur of the prayers of the 
saints. The types were fulfilled ; the ceremonial 
law, a law of types such as ttiese, \i^T\% ^>ai^ 
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filled, its work was over. And so with the civil ii 
precepts : when Shiloh came, the lawgiver and n 
the sceptre being departed from Judah, the it 
gathering of all people was to Him ; the wall (£ i% 
partition between Jew and Gentile was broken .%\ 
down ; the law, whose work was to maintain that loi 
wall, must not remain for a stumbling-block to joe 
the children of God. The moral law Jesus had h 
enacted over again with a spiritual interpretation ji; 
and a new commandment. So while He ful* A 
filled, He also finished, the law. When Jesus had ji^i 
put an end to it, any attempt to restore it was to ^ 
take away from the completeness of His work, '^ 
Yet some men had tried to revive it and make i 
it binding on all Christians, contrary to the Uberty te 
which Christ had left them. St. Paul shews in ^ 
the present passage that salvation was to be by L 
promise, and not by the law. For if the inhe* ji 
ritance be of the law, it is no more of promise; jk 
but God gave it to Abraham by promise* ^ 

Wherefore, then, serveth the law ? je 

We have seen, partly, that it was to keep the ■ 
Jews a separate people for a time : if it lasted \ 
beyond its time, it would separate them from sal** 
vation, not for it ; it was to keep alive a spiritual 
worship, worthy in some measure of God, to 
whom it was paid, and to iwm^ Vi'^^ «xid 
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ows of good things to come. Here the apo* 
answers the question another way: it was 
d because of transgressions, till the seed 
Id come, to whom the promise was made. 
was added because of transgressions. With 
promise made to Abraham God made no 
itions. He added the law to humble men's 
d hearts. It was a good law, a holy law, a 
law ; if by any law men might be saved, 
might be saved by this. If they failed in 
ling this, they might be made to see that 
ition came of God, and of Him alone; it 
Id make men look on to Christ. At once it 
;ht men to avoid sin, by its authoritative 
lings and precepts, and it increased sin, for 
the law was the knowledge of sin. Sin 
inded.by it, that God might include all un- 
sin, and shew mercy the more abundantly in 
IS, for that all had sinned. The law then, as a 
)olmaster, led the way to the Gospel, the glad 
Qgs of the promise fulfilled. It taught men 
:now sin, that they might avoid it, and work 
ness, repent and receive the kingdom ; that 
; they who were without understanding, work- 
wickedness, might be without excuse. And 
increasing of transgressions it acted as a 
oolmaster, iumbling higTii bftw^'^ ^^^ ^^ 
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knowledge of the impossibQity of keeping it, 
teaching them that that which could not be kept ^ 
must be powerless to save. It was a ministnui -^ 
tion of condemnation : by its glory, which waa 
to be done away, it was to point out how much 
the ministration of righteousness, justification! 
acquittal, should exceed in glory. 

The promise, moreover, was superior to the 
law, in that it was given by God to Abraham 
Himself, while the law was given by angels in 
the hand of a mediator. Moses was the medi- 
ator between God and the people in the giving 
of the law. But the promise was spoken by 
God to Abraham face to face. It was then in 
itself a more glorious gift than the law, in that 
it brought man nearer to God. And as in the 
giving, so also in the fulfilment. In the law the 
priest olBfered the sacrifices, and prayed for the 
people, and went in once a year into the Holy of 
Holies, to propitiate God for the people, and for 
himself, by the blood of the sacrifice. But in 
the Gospel, in the salvation which is by promise, 
the mediator is both God and Man, united in 
one Christ ; and we, as members of His body, 
have access unto the Father, and have the know- 
ledge of Him now, indeed, as through a glass 
darkly, bat soon face to iace. '^\ka^^\3aKt Him- 
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self loveth us. We have no need to seek any 
pther mediator ; for if we have put on Christ, He 
takes us into the presence of God, having once 
for all made eternal satisfaction for us, having by 
one offering perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified. 

The salvation that is by the promise is thus 
more glorious than the fulfilling of the law. But 
the law is not opposed to the promise of God. 

It is God's law, and bears the impress of 
His hand, in its fulness, breadth, and beauty.; 
^t as He ordained it for a single purpose, which 
was fulfilled in the fulfilment of the promise, 
there was no need for it to be continued as a 
matter of obligation. All that was in it which 
need be kept by the faithful under the Gospel, 
was taught us by Jesus Christ. He taught 
how the law might be kept, not according to the 
tradition of the elders, but as the law of God, 
who is a Spirit, should be kept, in spirit and in 
truth. He taught that the evil wish is sin, and 
not the evil deed only ; that we must, in judging 
ourselves, use all the strictness of justice ; in view- 
ing the characters of our brethren, all the breadth 
of mercy. He bids us judge ourselves, that we 
be not judged of the Lord ; and to judge not 
others, as neither did He, tbat we \>e wcA.^o.^'^^. 
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This keeping of the law was not in the tradition of 
the Pharisees, but in the Spirit which giveth life. 

Add to these things, that the law was but for 
a time, until the seed *should come, while the 
promise is in Christ Jesus, yea and amen, the 
same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever; that 
the law was to a single nation, favoured indeed 
beyond the rest of the world by God's presence, 
and the knowledge of Him in the midst of dark-^ 
ness, and the sense of His care, but still pre* 
eminent in sin, as well as in privileges ; as wicked 
in rejecting the promise, as it was favoured iu 
witnessing its first fulfilment ; while the promise 
is to all that are afar ofi*, to every living man, — 
barbarian, Scythian, bond or free, — ^to all whom 
God should call, who should become Abraham's 
seed by faith, God's children in baptism, mem- 
bers of Christ, and inheritors of the kingdom of 
heaven. Let us bless Grod, then, for giving the 
law to bring men to Christ, that we might be 
justified by fieuth ; but after that faith is come, 
we are no longer under a schoolmaster, for ye 
are all the children of God in Christ Jesus. 

These things, beloved, are not without a prac- 
tical importance to us: the Church would not 
have bid us read them to-day if it were so. 

We learn, first of aU, to \^ \k^asM?^V^ GodCot 
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not putting upon us a law which it would have 
been impossible for us to keep. But we must 
remember, that though not under the law, we 
are under grace; our liberty is not licence. 
Grace is to them to whom it is given as autho- 
ritative in its conditions as the law of Moses 
was to the children of Israel. It requires holi- 
ness, without which no man shall see the Lord ; 
and if we are without that, the being under 
grace, the free gift of grace, will profit us no- 
thmg. Grace that is hindered from working 
holiness dies away. Grace involves working; 
the keeping of Christ's commandment is due to 
love, no less than that of the law was to fear : 
"If ye love Me, keep My commandments." 
We, under grace, are sons, not servants; the 
more need to keep the commands of our Father. 
The promise is ours; ours in Christ Jesus, ours 
as being by faith and holiness the children of 
Abraham ; but if we are not such, if we put off 
Christ by sinning, if we lose the sonship by lack 
of love, and faith, and hoKness, — if we cease to be 
Abraham's children, God's seed, in fact, — then we 
must cease to be inheritors of the promise ; we 
shall have lost — thank God it shall not be so for 
any till death and judgment are over — our part 
in the dispensation of glory. 
And yet the yoke of Christ ia eas^, ^xA^SiSi 
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burden light. It is so but because He gives 
strength to wear the yoke, and bear the burden. 
To the ungodly it is not so. To those who have 
no grace from Him, His yoke seems heavy, and 
His burden grievous to be borne; and so it 
would be without His help. He requires much, 
but the help He gives to do it will make it easy • 
let your will work with His. If it does not, it is 
no use to talk of taking His service. If the 
proud will, the stubborn heart, cannot be made 
lowly, broken, contrite, then God will not accept 
the offering, even if pride will suffer one to be 
made. The works of the Spirit are entirely 
opposed to the works of the flesh ; the works cl 
the Spirit are a law to us. We have the law of 
the following of Christ ; we have the law of God, 
written not on tables of stone or in flames of fire, 
but in the heart softened by grace, written with 
the finger of God. We have the light of the 
Holy Ghost put into our hearts at our baptism. 
It is the law of the Spirit, which is to be a 
lantern unto our feet. 

Where shall we learn that law? In the life 

of Jesus, in His holiness and purity. His love 

of man, His duty towards God, His full, free, 

abundant mercy, shewn to all that come to Him. 

Where shall we learn t\ia.\. \a^ ^ \cl ^^ Y^'Ck q>^ 

J^esus Christ That great enaTs^X^ '^ \S«sfe ^^^ 
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law of liberty. He that beholdeth in it as in a 
glass the glory of the Lord, His perfect love, His 
perfect holiness, and continueth in the beholding, 
imitating what he can, following afar oflF, but 
8till following, praying for clearer sight, striving 
fw more energetic action, he shall be changed 
into the same image from glory to glory, even as 
by the Spirit of the Lord. God is love, Christ 
^ is love, " Love is the fulfilling of the law/' On 
^ His part, love fulfilled the law for us ; love on 
? our part must fulfil the law He gives us. " Love 
T is the fulfilling of the law \' if we for love will do 
£ iH we can. He for love will forgive all that we 
1 cannot do. Love to our neighbour will not be 
4 satisfied with working no ill to him, it will not 
J be satisfied without working all good to him. 
Love is the character of all God's dealings with 
. us, His dealings with us all through our life. 
' Love should be the character of all our deaUngs 
with Him. 

Where shall we learn that law ? Is not this 
enough ? Is not the lesson of His holiness and 
love one that all time is too short to suffice for ? 
Even so ; yet we have something else to learn, a 
daily lesson, one that He can teach us, but not by 
example. He had no sin, we have each our seve- 
ral self-chosen path of it ; and we \iaNei ^^Ocl \.^ 
Jeam our own bitterness, we have eaida. o\xt o^^cl 
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self to deny, and our own sins to repent c 
What shall we do? We still turn to th 
bright glorious pattern. Though in Him the: 
was no sin, though in Him temptation four 
nought to answer to its allurement, still He cj 
feel for us, and send forth strength for us, an 
He will stablish that which He has wrought i 
us. We will hold fast the hand He stretchi 
out to us. We will hold fast what we have, thi 
none take our crown. Even for us, poor, weal 
penitent, there is a crown of promise ! Oh whe 
we look to that, to Jesus holding it ready f( 
us when we have ended our race, do not oi 
hearts bum to cast aside every weight ? Wl 
then does the intolerable burden of what we hal 
cling to us still ? Alas, we have not thorough! 
learned our task of sorrow. Who ever did 
Who ever shall ? Still I will lift up mine ey( 
unto Him, — whither else ! 

He gives rest to the weary and heavyJadei 
He will do so for us. The burden of sin will I 
cast away at the word of His forgiveness. H 
will give us all things. He will not fail H 
promise. He will give us grace to live as chi 
dren of the promise. 



JOHN 1IEMB.T FAUIL^K, 01L10lL» Mft^ l.Q«^Qm. 
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THB PB08PEBITT OF THS WICKED. 

otEM. xii. 1. Righteous art Thou, Lord, when I 
plead with Thee, — yet let me talk with Thee of Thy 
judgments: — Wherefore doth the way of the wicked 
fro9per ? 

You are aware that when the Almighty was 
K)ut to visit His people for their sins^ He sent 
is prophets to warn them of the coming danger. 
Temiah, — (whose prophecies, throughout much 
July and August, were read in the Church as 
e first week-day lessons,) — was one of those pro- 
lets. Very terrible are his threats and his wam- 
gs; or rather, the warnings and the threats 
Almighty God, which he was commissioned 
deliver. Sometimes he took his stand in the 
reets of the city, — sometimes in the courts of 
e Lord's House, — ^sometimes mlYie %ibX,^ lil^^ 
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Temple ; but wherever he went, his message 
was still the same. It was a call to repentance 
and amendment of life. And be sure of ihiSy— 
the words he delivered are set on eternal record 
in the Bible, and are proclaimed year after year 
in the Church of Christ, because those threats 
and those warnings apply just as much to the 
people of God now, as they did to the people of 
God then. * The word of the Lord came to Jere- 
miah, saying. Stand in the gate of the Lord's 
House, and proclaim there this word, and say, 
Hear the word of the Lord, all ye of Judah, that 
enter in at these gates to worship the Lord, j, 
Thus saith the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israd, 
Amend your ways and your doings, and I wiB 
cause you to dwell in this place.' The prophet 
being dead, yet speaketh. The Lord liveth, and 
His message is still the same. A voice cries to 
us every time we enter this, our Temple,— «veiy 
time we enter in at these gates to worship the 
Lord. The exhortation is still to * amend our 
ways, and our doings,' — lest the woe which 
befel Jerusalem should be dealt upon ourselves. 

But that is not the precise matter on which 

we propose now to say a few words. — ^We widi 

you to observe that Jeremiah, — ^to whom our eyes 

have 80 lately been direcl^d, ^sid^ho, for thia' 

suj 
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week and the next, supplies ns with the first 
of our Sunday Lessons, — ^in the midst of his 
heavy task, — denouncing woe, threatening pun- 
ishment, detecting sin, describing the aflliction 
which was coming on his fellow-countrymen, — 
this prophet, I say, seems to have been struck 
with that which has, many a time, struck every 
one of ourselves : namely, — the prosperity of the 
mcked. Jeremiah seems to have been amazed 
at what he saw in Jerusalem. Before his pro- 
phetic eye passed the coming woe; and so 
grievous was it and terrible, that he cried out in 
an agony, " Oh that my head were waters, and 
mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep 
day and night for the slain of the daughter of 
my people ! Oh that I had in the wilderness a 
iodging-place of way-faring men ; that I might 
leave my people and go from them !" Day after 
day, he was commissioned by God to go and 
stand, — ^now in the street, — now in the Temple, 
• — i^ow in the market place, — now in the field : 
and repentance was still his prayer, — the sinful- 
ness of the people was still his theme— the anger 
of God was still his message. Yet what did he 
see before him ? The people still persevering in 
their evil ways : the cheating and the adultery, 
the swearing and drinking, the \md\x\Al\i^\\^'^^ 
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parents, and the disregard of the Sabbath, — still 
going on unabated ; the sun still shining down 
upon the city, bright and warm as ever; and 
all nature looking as gay, as if Heaven and Earth i 
were friends. . . . Crowds of well-dressed people 
gadding to and fro, while he stood clothed in 
sackcloth! — thousands feasting, while he fasted! 
— tens of thousands revelling, while he poured 
forth, by God's commandment, -his dreary mes- 
sage of fire, and dearth, and captivity to come! 
... All this seemed to him passing strange; 
and at last the thought of his heart found vent in 
complaint. Very humbly we imagine him mak- 
ing it, but very earnestly, as if in expostulatiott 
with the great God of Heaven ; and these were 
the words he spoke. " Righteous art Thou, 
Lord, when I plead with Thee, — ^yet let me talk 
with Thee of Thy judgments : — ^Wherefore doth 
the way of the wicked prosper ?" 

And so, probably, we all have asked, many a 
time. The thing is too hard for us. If Grod be 
80 angry with sin, why does He suffer it to 
exist? If adultery is horrible in HSs sight 
why does He not strike the guilty ones dead at 
once ? If drunkenness and swearing are crimes 
before Him, why does the drunkard and prot 
fane speaker ever attain to \)afe ^%^ oltlox^-scoie 

SIS 
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1 ten ? If dishonesty is an abominable thing, 
erving heavy punishment, how does it happen 
t dishonest men sometimes grow rich and 
m very prosperous ? " Righteous art Thou, 
Lord, when I plead with Thee, — ^yet let me 
L with Thee of Thy judgments : — ^Wherefore 
;h the way of the wicked prosper ?" 
N'ow we cannot pretend to point out all the 
sons, but we can point out some : — and they 
I such as these. _ 

1. First, a sin may go unpunished for days, 
eks, months, or years, in order that men may 
ire time for repentance. If all sin deserves 
nishment, and the wages of sin is deathy — do 
t think what the fate of the world would be, if 
J thief dropped to the earth while he did the 
3d, and was found in the morning, stiff and 
d, with the thing he was stealing in his hand ! 
if the adulterer and adulteress were to be cut 
, like Zimri and Cozbi, in the midst of their 
me ! — if the drunkard expired while he was 
uning the cup! — and profane speakers fell 
3echle8s to the earth, like Ananias and Sap- 
ira of old, with an oath or a lie on their lip ! . . 
hy, if that were the case, there are some 
ices of public resort, some profane ^s%^tcA>?CiKs»^ 
\ere the fate of the crowd wo\x\^ V^^ \^^ **iicL^ 
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fate of Sennacherib's army : — * When they aros 
early in the morning, behold, they were all dea 
corpses ! * "^ 

2. Another reason why God suflfers sin to g 
unpunished for a time, may be, — because He 
thereby enabled to prove the constancy of H 
own people. " The ungodly," says the Psalmis 
" is a sword of Thine." Thus Herod's lust ei 
abled the Baptist to prove his inflexibility : — ^ar 
the sinfulness of Potiphar's wife was that whi( 
made Joseph's chastity shine out like silver : 
the furnace. Pharaoh's cruelty exercised tl 
faith of Moses ; and Balaam's deceit proved wl 
were obedient in Israel. It is ever thus. Gc 
overrules everything for good. The very fiero 
ness of man turns to His praise. Unkind wor( 
give an opportunity for gentle answers ; and ii 
jury opens the door that forgiveness may ente 
Scenes of temptation shew what is in the hea 
of a man ; while the day of trial ascertains wh 
ther he is built upon a rock, or upon the sand. 

3. We will only mention one reason more, ai 
that shall be a very important one : namely, thi 
— ^that if sin were punished immediately, the 
virtue ought to be rewarded immediately : ar 
the consequence of this would be, that the: 

would be no room fox iaiWa.. 11,1^"^ ^-wcoK^l^i^tl 
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lest always grew poor, and the honest 
iiately began to grow rich ; — ^if theft were 
s detected, drunkenness always followed 
dden death, lust always stopped midway 
3 sword of Divine vengeance : — we should 
more dishonesty, no more theft, no more 
:enness, no more adultery, — of course. But 
vould the end of our creation then be an- 
d ? Where would be the walk of Faith ? 
•e the merit of obedience ? Where the love 
d shed abroad in our hearts ? Where the 
if Judgment ? Where Heaven and Hell ? 
me one perhaps will demur at this. * Would 
: be a good thing,* (he will say,) — * a better 
; at least, — ^that an example should be made 
Qie people, that all the rest might be saved ? 
Id it not be better for this dreadfully severe 
of laws to exist, if (as you say) we should 
lO more dishonesty, theft, drunkenness, adul- 

e will answer this question by shewing its 
rdity — or rather the impossibiUty of the 
je proposed. Certainly, if every dishonest 
were to drop down dead at your feet, you 
d never commit a dishonest action. You 
d be afraid: and the prospect of an un- 
\y end would effectually bold evet^ owa'W^ 
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from the commission of actual theft. But what 
says the Scripture? — *Thou shalt not covet/ 
Here, you see, is a sin of the heart. ^ Thou shalt 
not look — ^to lust/ Here, you see, is a sin of the 
eye .... Come now. What think' you of your 
proposed severity ? Would it be better for this 
dreadfully severe code of laws against sin to come 
into operation .... What ! shall my friend faint 
by my side, and a covetous wish have done it? 
— Shall the young man be cut off in his strength, 
and a lustful thought have slain him ? — Shall a 
conversation end, by the two speakers falling 
dead — one upon the other — because angry 
thoughts, arising in their minds, had been found 
exceeding sinful in the eyes of the faithful wit- 
ness ? You see, brethren, the scheme of 

instantaneous punishment as a warning against 
sin, is either impossible, or it would be attended 
with consequences so tremendous — it would in 
fact, be so deadly in its operation, — that the pro- 
posed remedy would be a thousand times worse 
than the disease. 

We repeat, therefore, that God withholds His 

hand — puts it forth only occasionally — that 

men ms^y have their Faith exercised thereby : in 

other words, they do not see the punishment, in 

order that they may \>e ocwxy^'^ \^ lelieue it 
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'^ Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet 
have believed !" 

And yet we must all have observed, that 
Ihough punishment in this world does not always 
[bflow sin, yet it does sometimes. The thief is 
»ught sometimes. The murderer is punished 
mnetimes. The drunkard does grow a miser- 
able idiot, feeble both in mind and body some' 
times; or dies before his time; or is a ruined 
man. And there are a great many cases on re- 
cord of gains, got dishonestly, which have been 
the ruin of those who got them. * He that build- 
eth his house with other men's money,' (says the 
aathor of the Book of Ecclesiasticus,) ' is hke one 
that gathe^eth himself stones for the tomb of his 
burifd.' . . . Sooner or later, our sins find us out, 
even in this world. " Be sure your sin will find 

you out," said Moses, the man of God It may 

not be just yet. All may go very prosperously 
with you to-day : but wait a little. Wait for a 
year or two. Wait till you grow old. Wait till 
the end. The reason why you must wait, is be- 
cause you have to do with Grod, and not man. 
K you had to do with man, your fate would be 
settled in a moment. But Gk)d's ways are not 
plan's ways — * neither are My thoughts like 
your thoughts, saith the Lord,* v 
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A very important thing remains still unsaid, 
which must now be stated. 

Jeremiah's question was addressed to Almighty 
God. " Righteous art Thou, Lord, when I plead 
with Thee, — ^yet let me talk with Thee of Thy 
judgments: — Wherefore doth the way of the 
wicked prosper ?" — The prophet spoke in amaze. 
The wonder of the sight overcame him. Doubt- 
less, when he came to himself, the reasons already 
given, and a great many more, must have oc- 
curred. He was a holy and a wise man. He 
looked up to God in his difficulty, thought of 
God : and the thought of God makes most diflS- 
culties plain. For * God is Light \ and the dark- 
ness of our understanding is scattered, when we 
refer our doubts to Him. 

But when the sight which perplexed the pro- 
phet, strikes ourselves, — it may well be questioned 
whether we habitually look up to Heaven, and 
ask ' How can these things be?' . . . Let us ask 
ourselves, brethren, whether we do not return a 
different answer from any one of the three whicl 
have gone before ; whether we do not account foi 
the strangeness of the sight on a very differen 
principle. We should not dare to state so mon 
strous a thing openly ; but we may, nevertheless 
secretly fancy, that tiie leaaoia. ^\i^ oti ^q^ \udi 
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mnished — why " the way of the wicked prospers'* 
—is either because God does not attend to what 
ve are doing ; or, if He does, that He does not 
eally care quite so much about it, as He says in 
he Bible that He does. He has indeed declared 
)y the Psalmist that " the eyes of the Lord are 
n every place, beholding the evil and the good :" 
hat " there is not a thought in our hearts but He 
knoweth it altogether :" that " the darkness and 
the light to Him are both alike :" — but though 
we admit this with our lips, we do not thoroughly 
believe it with our hearts .... Again, He says, 
"The soul that sinneth, it shall die:" but then 
we think that He can hardly mean it. He says, 
"The wicked shall be tunied into Hell, and 
all the people who forget God:" but we still 
hesitate. He says, "They who have done evil 
shall go into Hell fire, where the worm dieth not 
and the fire is not quenched :" but we cannot 
really think so. He says, " The wages of sin is 
death ;" but we cannot suppose that everlasting 

burnings will ever be our portion And wAy 

cannot we? W7iy do we secretly fancy that 
aone of these terrors will really be the penalty, 
in the end ? Surely the reason is this. It is 
because all things go on from day to day, so 
mootb]jr and quietly. Just as ^moo\X^^/'^^^» ^^ 
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quietly, does the course of the world proceed, 
let our actions be as wicked as they may, as 
if we were leading the life of saints ; serving 
God with all our heart, and soul, and strength! 
We see no change in anything. The sun shines 
as warmly upon us as upon our neighbours. 
" He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on 
the unjust/' Meat and drink nourish us bjf 
day: sleep overcomes us at night: our neigh- 
bours accost us kindly in the morning : — and aD 
this goes on exactly as regularly in the case 
of the sinner as in the case of the saint. And 
so, by degrees, we forget the matter for whick 
our conscience once smote us. Meantime, w(J 
flatter ourselves that God is such an one as we 
are : sees as dimly — overlooks — ^misses — ^forgets. 
• ..0 what a dreadful mistake we are guilty 
of, while we thus reason concerning Him whose 
eyes are in every place — ^who forgets nothing— 
who will call us to account for every idle word— 
who will bring to light the very secret thoughts 
of our heart! 

The reason, then, why we find it so hard tc 

believe that God is displeased with the wicked— 

that His arm is ever lifted up. His bow ev^ 

drawn against them — ^is \)^c&\\&^ \ki^\9^ ^1 tb 
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eked prospers. By prosperity, it is not exactly 
jant that they grow very rich, or that they fare 
rticularly well, (though this sometimes happens, 
d adds a great deal to the difficulty, doubtless), 
is rather meant, that no evil overtakes them, 
ett they go on from day to day as easily and 
mfortably as other men who are leading holy 
es; perhaps more comfortably, more easily, 
ns is what is commonly meant by their " pros- 
iring." And we have been considering the 
ophet Jeremiah's question : " Why doth the 
ay of the wicked prosper ?" 

The answer we have got to this question has 
sen, — First, in order that they may thereby have 
me and opportunity for repentance. Next, in 
der that God may me them to try the con- 
'ancy of the more virtuous and holy of His 
9ople. Thirdly, in order that God may exer- 
se thereby the faith of His Church. This last 

80 important a head, that we desire to say a 
iw words more about it. 

For truly, it does require a large amount of 
lith to look upon what we see around us, — and 
either to grow faint and weary, on the one hand, 
or to disbelieve, and distrust God, on the other, 
lut let us never faint ; never grow unbelieving, 
et us do ^5 the shepherd does on di^^ \^^^ 
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upon the downs, — as the sailor does on dark 
nights at sea, — where there is no pathway and 
nothing below to guide them : — ^let us fix our j 
eyes on Heaven. | 

We will, at such times, look up to Him who : 
is above all. We will remember His unchanging : 
threats. We will feed upon His everlasting pro- 1 
mises. We will tremble at His clear warnings. I 
We will rejoice in His bright encouragements^ ( 
We will build all our hopes, — and lean all our ; 
weight, — ^yea, and lay all our burthen, — ^upon 
Him. If ever the weakness of the flesh makes i 
what we see going on around, almost too muck 
for us ; the prosperity of the wicked — the affik^ 
tion of the just — too great a puzzle ; so that we ; 
grow impatient of the sight at last; and like 
Hagar with her child in the wilderness, could 
almost lay down our hope; and, for ourselves^ 
desire that we might die : — ^I say, should this 
ever be our condition, we will remember that 
"men ought always to pray and not to faint." 
And thus, or somewhat thus, we will reason with 
ourselves : — 

" The sight before me is a strange one : but 

there must be a reason for the thing I see, though 

I cannot altogether discern it. Of one thing, at 

hast, I am certain ; namdy, ^iJasX. Vkva ^-t^wjerity 
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of the wicked is no proof of the indiflTerence of 
God. It does not follow that God does not care 
for what men do, because He suffers them to do 
it. No ! If ever, for a moment, I have been 
inclined to think so, I will — ^as I value my im- 
mortal soul — think so no more. He stands by ; 
pleads ; watches ; yea, weeps : — ^yet He makes 
no sign of His presence. He waits long and 
patiently — ^but He comes at last : and when He 
does come. He is like a consuming fire ! — I re- 
member that He bore long with Jerusalem ; yea, 
silently wept over it, at last : but at the end of 
forty years, He sent a fierce army, and burnt up 
the city ! Shall I, then, despise the riches of His 
goodness, and forbearance, and long-suffering, as 
i^ I did not know that the goodness of God is 
meant to lead men to repentance ? 

"No, I will not be so faithless, so worldly, 
so blind. ' I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills 
from whence cometh my help :* for I know that 
the first peep of the morning will be discernible 
there ! I cannot see clearly, and I do not know 
my way, and I am not familiar with the things 
about me : but when the morning begms to 
brighten, all things will become very plain. 
Till then, my soul ! have patience ; and be 
thou, my rebellious heart ! at peace. Do Thou, 
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O Lord, deal gently with Thy servant Uke) 
— ^nor try him beyond what he is able to b 
but give him secret consolations, and sustain 
with unforeseen encouragements ; and abov< 
let Thy Kingdom quickly come ; and when 
shadows have melted away, and all things, 
the reason of them, shall stand out bright 
clear in the sunshine of the eternal momin 
suffer me then, throughout the ages, to be 
the beauty of Thy face, and evermore to gi 
brightness from Thy glory 1" 
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BELIAKCE Oy FOBMS. 

Gal. vi. 15. In Christ Jesus neither circumcision 
availeth anything, nor uncircumcision^ but a new 
creature. 

With these words, the apostle warns the 
Galatians of the nothingness of the Jewish rite 
of circumcision. By the bringing in of a better 
covenant through Christ, the ancient covenant 
with Abraham had been done away for ever. 
Henceforth, * neither circumcision availeth any- 
thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.' 
And such a new creature does man become 
through the new birth in Holy Baptism, — ^which, 
in the. words of the Catechism, is 'a death unto 
8m and a new birth unto righteousness.' 

The words before us, however, have a yet 
broader teaching than this. It may well be 
thought that one reason why the admonition of 
the text finds place in God's written werd was in 
order to convey a constant warning to believers of 
eyei7 ^g^ against reJiance on exlevwd o\^\\vKwy^'5.^ 
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to the neglect of inward holiness. And 
is the line of thought to which we propose 
to guide your attention. You are aware th: 
• ancient people of God not only boasted of 
privileges, but relied on them also. They 
on being children of Abraham,-— forgetting 
God could, if He chose, " of these stones" ( 
Baptist said), "raise up children to Abral 
They relied on circumcision — forgetting 
their Father Abraham, when he found i 
with God, and was called by Him, was in a 
of wncircumcision ; and that he pleased Go( 
because he had circumcision, but because h 
faith. So that, in fact, as many as have 
are the true Israelites — the real children of 
ful Abraham. — And all this is express( 
St. Paul in a few words when he says, i 
words of the text, 'Neither circumcision 
eth anything, nor uncircumcision, but a 
creature/ For the Galatian converts, nol 
standing the earnestness and skill of the 
apostle, declined, in his absence, to Judi 
and are addressed almost as if they were Je 
Here then is a great lesson, unmistak 
laid down? The Jews were warned against 
ing on their privileges ; and the warning is \ 
ed down to ourselves, in oiAei Vo ^otcs^^ SJc^s 
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,ge to Christians to the end of time. The 
Spirit, speaking 'to us by the same apostle, 
tis, just as gravely, against the great danger 
risk equally run by Christians and by Jews 
-of reposing in our privileges, and depend- 
ir Salvation ou outward ordinances, of any 
whatever. 

I are not, of course, putting the Jewish 
nents on a level with the Christian ; any 
than St. Paul can be supposed to have done 
I beginning of the tenth chapter of his first 
e of the Corinthians. By no means. The 
^ere merely signs of grace : the latter (the 
ian Sacraments) are, as all men know, much 
than signs. They are the means whereby 
is actually conveyed. But this does not 
the question at all. We desire on this 
3n simply to remind you of the utter hoUow- 
>f a religion which relies upon forms — the 
danger of putting our reliance for eternal 
ion on any outward ordinances whatsoever. 
Bv, this is a matter on which we desire to be 
stood quite clearly. There must be no mis- 
acre. We are not saying that any ordi- 
of our religion is a form only. Nor do we 
at there is any danger of our thinking too 
' of the Church or her oid\w«Xic^%* ^^^^ 
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far from it. Least of all are we asserting that y 
can over-estimate the two Sacraments of t 
Church. It is, on the contrary, quite impossil 
to esteem the benefit derived from them higt 
enough. But it may be very possible to ovi 
estimate our interest in them : to fancy that th 
are doing, or will hereafter do, something 1 
us, which the life we are leading altogether pi 
vents and renders impossible. We earnestly a 
for your attention, while we endeavour to f 
this clearly before you. 

For surely, brethren, there are many m( 
who, without any distinct notion of the value 
the two Sacraments, of the sacred ordinances 
the Church, of the very Gospel itself — ^yet shew, 
a hundred ways, that they repose on outward cc 
formity to these ; and build their hopes of accc] 
ance with God on a formal compliance with I 
requirements. Just consider : what is most mei 
religion, but a coming to church on Sundt 
a few prayers repeated morning and evenii 
and a chapter in the Bible sometimes read ? A 
to this, a bringing of their children to Holy Bi 
tism, and an occasional presenting of themseh 
at the Lord's Table for Holy Communion, — a 
what remains ? Nothing perhaps. We allow tl 
this may be mucb •, \)\xt ^o\3l V^ ^^^ ^Uaw tl 
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it may be very little indeed. Surely, to come 
to church is not to be religious ! It is a mere 
labit with many ; and it is a reputable prac- 
tice. One may even say that there is a kind of 
social pleasure, to all except the very wicked, in 
coming to church : and this pleasure may have 
nothing to do with religion. Again, to say a 
few prayers before leaving one's chamber, and 
to repeat them over again before going to rest 
at night; this also is not, surely, to be reli- 
gious ! It is (once more) with many, a mere 
habit ; and it bj'ings a kind of calm with it, for 
tbe sake of which open and monstrous sinners 
will often repeat their prayers. — So again, to 
read the Bible is not of necessity a religious act. 
One may read carelessly, or one may read has- 
tily : one may read as a task, or as a duty. Or 
one may read slowly and carefully, anc} yet not 
devotionally ; for a man may read in order to find 
excuse for himself, or even as an unbeliever. 
Thus the Bible, as many read it, is no more than 
a common book. To some it is, doubtless, the 
power of God unto salvation : but to how many 
is it merely a grave book of antiquated histories, 
impracticable precepts, and difficult texts ! Lastly, 
children may be brought to Holy Baptism, not 
m faith, but because it is customaic^ \.o \yt\sv% 
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them : and parents may receive the Holy Eucb 
rist, not with vows of amendment and sorrow f( 
past sin ; not in earnest, hearty, perfect faith : bi 
because the rubric requires it, and because the 
neighbours do it, and because they are asharnc 
to stay away. 

True enough it is, that if you were to speak 
such an one as we have been describing, ai 
tax him with reliance on forms, he would dei 
it. And in a certain sense, he would be rigt 
He does not perhaps rely on forms ; but he r 
lies on something outward, call it what you wi 
He goes through a round of outward acts ; ai 
whatever name you give to the feeling wi 
which he regards his performance of them, it ma 
ters little. He is contented to be what he ii 
he is contented to do what he does. He tbinl 
he may rely upon it. That is the sense in whi( 
we say he relies upon forms. But he is in fa 
relying upon what will be found vain and wortl 
less as " wood, hay, stubble," in the great ar 
terrible day when every man's work shall I 
proved as by fire. 

Nay, take the better class of men, and te 

them they rely on forms, and you will he! 

them deny it. " We do not trust to win Hei 

ven," they will say, " iot ttx^'^ ^^xNs. ^l <3vxt^^ 
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nor for any system we belong to." ... . No— 
we answer ; neither for your work, nor yet for 
your faith, nor for any thing else that is yours, 
we trust, do you hope to go to Heaven. 
Eternal peace and joy, the blessedness of the 
saints, is the free gift of God ; unbought, un- 
earned, undeserved. But we did not mean, 
when we said that you relied on forms, to tax 
you with grounding your title to Heaven on any 
merit of your own. No, what we meant was 
something different from that; and we proceed 
at once to explain it. 

All persons who know anything of Christian 
religion, know that God is the Author of forms, — 
and that upon the due performance of them we 
may rely on Him for the certain bestowal of all 
those graces which He has covenanted in and by 
them to bestow. Thus Prayer is a form, and com- 
ing to Church is a form, and reading the Bible is 
a form. Baptism is a form, and Confirmation is a 
form, and the Lord's Supper is a form. And are 
We to be in any doubt whether it is lawful for us 
to rely on obtaining grace by these ? God forbid ! 
What then becomes of our warning ? We have 
need to be very careful how we rely on all these 
Wondrous means of grace. For take them one by 
one. Prayer, public and private, ^\vav3\.^\i^ *^^ 
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lifting up of the heart and soul to God, wb 
has promised to be found of those that seel 
Him. To pray, is to draw down suppUes o 
God's Holy Spirit; for our guidance, comforl 
help, protection. But we may say our prayers 

and yet not pray ! Baptism is the begir 

ning of spiritual Life ; but it is no more. Ir 
fants indeed, dying baptized, are surely saved 
but not surely saved if they survive for a fe^ 
years, and become capable of the commission ( 
actual sin. Regeneration does indeed take plac< 
with them, inevitably, invariably, in Holy Ba] 
tism : but is any one so mad as to suppos 
that this is of necessity followed by holiness < 
life ? No ! we require daily renewal — daily \ 
be renewed by God's Holy Spirit, as the Colle< 
for Christmas Day faithfully reminds us. Ar 
this last is a great truth of which we cannot bi 
think that men are often unmindful ; or we shea 
hear less of bitter controversy on the subject 
Baptismal grace. Now, we require daily r 
newal, for the health— for the very life of oi 
souls. But what if we do not seek this in ai 
by the means of God's own appointment? 
what if we avail ourselves of the means — come 
the great source of spiritual renewal, at yond 
Holy Table, distracted, wiv\on\w^, \\s\y^\^, \j: 
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penitent ? . . . You see then, brethren, what we 
mean. — The form is Divine. It may be there- ' 
fore rehed on. But the command, and the re- 
quirement, is spiritual ; and unless we bring to 
the form that which God requires on our part, — 
whereon are we building our hope of a blessing 
from it ? . , . * He is not a Jew', says St. Paul, 
(neither is he a Christian,) * which is one out- 
wardly.' Nay, our danger increases with our pri- 
vileges : our risk becomes the more imminent, as 
the prize we contend for is the more momentous. 
And this shall suflBce. Let us not, as we value 
our souls, despise forms ! They are either channels 
of grace (as prayer is) : or they are signs of things 
past telling sacred (such is Holy Matrimony) : 
or they sanctify (Consecration does, for example) : 
or they solemnize (Christian Burial, for instance). 
They are always precious. The least of them is 
unspeakably dear to the Christian's heart. The 
greatest of them — does it not lead us to the very 

open gate of Heaven ? For your souls' sake, 

then, despise not forms ! But oh, beware of 
the danger of mistaking the outward ceremony 
for the inward privilege — ^yielding up the body, 
but keeping back the heart — relying on the form 
—instead of, through the form, feeling after Him 

who gave the form, and ordained \\. e^^^^^'^^ ^^ 
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He might be apprehended in, and through, i 
by it ! . . O beware of the danger, the av 
danger, through some fault of your own, of kn 
ing down before thy Lord, yet not praying 
Him ; reading His Word, yet not knowing n 
of Him : coming to His House, yet not think 
of Him : drawing near to His Holy Table, wl 
He is most surely to be found, and yet faiUnj 
be made a partaker of Him ! 

Remember at all times, that as your natun 
twofold, so is your life twofold also. We 
lead two lives, — an outer and an inner. It n 
be so from the very constitution of our nati 
God has willed it. Let our struggle only be 
make the outer and the inner life correspo 
When the knees are bowed down before G 
then let the heart be prostrated before Him al 
when the eye is busied on the Book of Life, t 
let the mind be altogether there : when the 1 
treads the pathway which leads to God's Hoi 
then let the desires, and the thoughts, and 
affections all move with it: when the hanc 
reached out for the Bread and the Cup, then 
the soul feel after God as well, — hunger i 
thirst after Him who alone is a satisfying j 
tion : that extended hand, a true outward sym 
of the red inward need. 
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And let your religion, brethren, be a course 
Df holy living: active, practical, jself-denying. 
Be convinced that you have prayed indeed, by 
finding yourselves armed against temptation. Be 
convinced that you have been for some purpose 
to God's House, by returning more contented, 
more loving, more peaceable, more full of good 
resolutions, to your home I Prove that you have 
faith in Christ, by constant works of love. Prove 
that you have been worthy communicants by re* 
fusing to have any thing to do with wilful sin. 
Shew that you have a sincere love for God by 
doing all that in you lies to promote His glory— 
the honour of His Sanctuary — ^the rest of His 
Sabbath. Distrust every thing in yourselves but 
me. That one thing regard with humble joy, 
f you please; but that one thing only. We 
nean, — the resistance which, by God's grace, 
'ou are enabled to offer to temptation— the ad- 
ances you make in holiness — the progress you 
aake in subduing your own besetting sin. True 
inough it is, that forms — outward ordinances and 
isible forms — are the means which Christ Him- 
elf hath appointed towards this blessed end. 
5ut O (once more) beware of relying upon them 
or a benefit which their Divine Author has no- 
vhere promised that they should convey. They 
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are but the scaflfold by which the building is 
be raised — the ladder by which the wall is to 
sunnounted. They are instruments of Salvatic 
but instraments only. The great work of sai 
tification must be keeping pace, and going 
within, all the while: its progress really a 
truly known only to Him who searches the hea 
and weighs and measures all things perfectly 
known in a degree to yourselves, as you grow 
grace and feel your strength increase — seen, 
may be, by a few who are near enough to y 
to perceive the real improvement which is goi 
on within you. 
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THE LOTE OF OHBIST. 

?H. iii. 17 — 19. Tkat Christ may dwell in your hearU 
by faith ; that ye^ being rooted and grounded in love, 
may he able to compreliend with all saints what is tlie 
head thy and length, and depth, and height ; and to 
hmv the love of Christ, which passelh knowledge, that 
1/e m'g/tt be filed with all the fulness of God. 

One of our common sayings tells us that the 
ore closely we become acquainted with any- 
ing, the less wonder and admiration we feel 
wards it. Yet surely this is not always true, 
en as regards things of earth. For instance, 
great traveller thus expresses his wonder at 
3 size of the continent of South America : 
" had often," he says, "in years gone by, 
'ked at this part of the world u[)on a map ; 
i being there given on a diflFerent scale from 
J rest, it seemed to be about the sizt; of any 
Ymavy country; but when 1 c^^vwe \o 'BsiWst. 

^M.6S, NmwBerieb. 3 u ViL 



SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY, 

days and days with a fair wind along its shores, 
and had only accomplished a distance which 
upon the map seemed a little speck, then 
I began to form some idea of the vast extent 
of the whole continent, and could in some de- 
gree imagine how great the whole length of its 
shores must be, when so small a portion of them 
had taken us so long a time in a fast vessel, 
and at so great a speed of sailing." 

And as it is with lands, so it is with some 
buildings ; you must all have heard of the pyra- 
mids of Egypt; those wondrous piles of brick, 
and earth, and stone, whose builders were un- 
known two thousand years ago ; and now they 
stand, as then they stood, the wonder and the mys- 
tery of the world ; wonderful for their antiquity, 
but still more wonderful for their immense size, 
and for the amount of labour which must have 
been bestowed upon them ; and accordingly men 
of all nations and languages come from afar to 
behold these mountains which the hand of man 
has reared : but when travellers first see them 
they are disappointed, and they wonder more at 
the fame the pyramids have gained than at the 
pyramids themselves. The reason of their dis- 
appointment is that the pyramids are set in 
a wide plain of barren sand, and therefore no 
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houses or trees are near by which the eye can 
measure them so as to at all take in their real size : 
but, though disappointed, men do not at once 
depart ; they go round each pyramid, look from 
one to the other, dwell some hours beneath their 
shade, attempt perhaps to climb up to some stone 
which seems the largest one in the few first 
courses, and looks as if it were close to them : 
and then, by the time they have done all this, 
the true greatness of the scene grows upon 
them ; they are astonished that these huge piles 
ever appeared to them so small ; a kind of awe 
overpowers them ; and in the after years of their 
life these travellers look back to their visit to the 
pyramids of Egypt as one of the chief events of 
their lives; it is a sight to which, amidst the 
busy turmoil of life, they turn back for calmness 
and repose. 

Once more, to come nearer to ourselves : who 
has not seen a child look out through a win- 
dow, and stretch forth its arms and open its 
htlle hands, as though it would have the moon 
placed in them ? — for to the child the moon in the 
sky seems small and close at hand. And then 
we grow a little older ; we look upon the sun 
and the stars ; we would fain climb the hill-top 
in order to reach the stars ; ^e \i«J^ \.<a^^ct^^ 
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• 

the south in order to come nearer to the sun 
and feel more of his heat. But when we be- 
come men we put away these childish thoughts ; 
we learn, that though we should fly through the 
air day and night continually, as fast as the 
swiftest of the birds, we should scarce reach 
the sun in twice the longest life of man. Then 
we begin to have some idea of the distance 
of those heavenly bodies which once seemed so j 
near to us, and we in some degree conceive the 
real size of the sun, and the moon, and the stars, , 
which once we thought to be no larger than our- , 
selves : and yet, when men study the stars more j 
carefully than we have done or can do, when 
they have spent years and years of hard work ^ 
in trying to find out the distance of the nearest r 

^ of the fixed stars, then they confess that their j 
labour is vanity; for the mind of man cannot \ 
grasp or conceive numbers so large as would ; 
be required to express it. [ 

Thus then, though many things of daily life 
seem great at first, but grow less and less in : 
our eyes as we become more familiar with 
them ; yet, on the other hand, there are things 
whose exceeding vastness 'and immensity leads 
us at first to pass them by, and to think little of 

tAem; but ii we have patieiit^ \.o \^^\^, ^wd to 
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onder, and to examine them, their real grandeur 
nd dignity by degrees dawns upon us, until at 
jngth a flood of daylight fills our souls, and we 
Bap a full reward for all our toil and trouble, 
1 the harvest of noble thoughts which such 
ights raise within us. 

Now, brethren, does this hold good only with 
egard to things of earth, and to the senses and 
powers of the natural man ? Does the continent 
spread out before us by degrees only into its 
Full length and breadth ? does the pyramid slowly 
reach to its full height in our mind's eye ? does 
it take years for man to learn the full height 
of the skies above, and the depth of the earth 
beneath? and t/ien is all else, all that is spi- 
ritual, all that is of God, easy to be known? 
Can the eye of faith at one glance discern the 
full height and depth of spiritual mysteries ? the 
believing soul by one effort grasp all that can be 
known about the true Light ? Can we in an in- 
stant survey the whole length and breadth of the 
country of our inheritance, of that better land 
which is very far off, where the King dwelleth in 
His glory ? It cannot be. Yet, must it not be 
confessed that in our practice, if not in our words, 
we are wont to say that it is so ? ' Do not most 
of us think that we already knovj euow.^ ^^\5^ 
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religion, and about " God's wondrous love in sav- ,| 
ing lost mankind?" What is the reason we read .^ 
God's own Word so little, and give so little dili- ., 
gence and pains to understand what we read; , 
while we are ready enough to read and to study . 
any new book ? Is it not because we have readi .^ 
the Bible and heard it read all our life long, ,^ 
and therefore we fancy that we know these • 
things already? We confess that we do not 1 
act up to our knowledge; we allow that we ; 
do not perform all that we ought, as Christians, 
to do; and that we are not so thankful as we 
should be for the love and goodness which has 
been shewn towards us : but yet which of us 
would endure to have it said of him, " that he 
does not know what God has done for him, what 
love Christ has shewn towards him ?" Would 
not any of you, if thus accused, make answer, 
" I do know it all : I have read the Bible ever 
since I was a child ; I say the Creeds ; and I 
know and rejoice that Jesus Christ becanae man, 
being conceived by the Holy Ghost and bom of 
the Virgin Mary : and I confess that it was for 
me and for my salvation that He sujSered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried, 
and rose again, and ascended into heaven, and 
thence sent the Holy G\ios\. \,o\i^ mNk tiia !jeo« 
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for evermore. Surely, then, I at least Icnow 
greatness of the love of Christ, though, it 
y be, I do not return it as I ought by loving 
n wbo so loved me/' But though this would 
a ready answer in most men's mouths, would 
>e sufficient ? " True," might one reply, " you 
know the outward acts by which that love 
3 shewn ; you repeat them all correctly, and 
doubt believe them all ; but do you therefore 
ow the inward power of that love ?" 
Surely, if a belief of the outward acts of Christ 
all that is- required in order to a saving know- 
ge of His love, then things of earth are more 
nderful than things of heaven ; the works of 
in are of more account than the works of God, 
lo made him and gave to him his power ; the 
lature is higher and nobler than the Creator, 
r, must it not be so, if we can thus easily and 
a moment fully understand the love of Christ ? 
time and care and much thought must be be- 
iwed upon things of earth before their great- 
ss is felt and understood, can it be quite easy 
know all about Christ's love ? can we grasp 
it without any trouble ? are we sure to com- 
ehend His love toward us and all mankind, 
rough the mere length of time that we have 
en Christians, without labour, ox \)ckfiWi^\.> ^x 
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care, on our part? Brethren, the apostle 
speaks a very different language in this 
epistle: he does not take it for granted 
every one who professes and calls himi 
Christian has fathomed the depth and met 
the height of the Saviour's love ; no ! the s 
St. Paul's prayer for the Christians of Epl 
for those whom he had addressed as saini 
those who had held the faith of Christ for 
his prayer for them is "that they may 
the love of Christ." And yet he prays no 
even they might know the whole of it ; bu 
they might attain to that knowledge of it 
inan can reach here below, in order that 
might be able to see how far it stretched 
above and beneath, and on every side of I 
for " it is a love which passeth all knowledj 
It is for this end that St. Paul asks all 
gifts for the Ephesians. He prays that, a( 
ing to the riches of God's glory, " they m 
strengthened by the spirit in the inner n 
he prays "that Christ may dwell in their 1 
by faith," and *' that they may be rootec 
grounded in love," for the very purpose 
possessing these gifts, they may then " be 
to comprehend what is the breadth and Ic 

9i2d depth and height, awdi Vo Ywo^ NJwaJ 
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of Christ which passeth knowledge/* Those 
other gifts and graces of the Spirit, which we 
might have regarded as the choice jewels of the 
Christian treasury, are here only laid as stepping- 
stones to the knowledge of " the love of Christ;" 
because it is only when we truly know the love 
rf Christ towards us, that we can be " filled unto 
all the fulness of God,'* i. e. we shall then, and 
then only, be fashioned after that mould which 
God has appointed for us; God's purposes of 
; mercy will be fully accomplished in us, and we 
I shall be His for ever. 

(^ Whosoever then among you is conscious that 
^ though he has striven much, he still falls very 
i 6r short of being such as God would have 
him to be ; whosoever cometh short of good re- 
w solutions, and mourns over his short-comings; 
m to you is this word of comfort sent : " Seek ye 
* to know more and more the love of Jesus Christ 
f towards you, then shall ye be taught of the 
:l Spirit; and so shall ye be filled and perfected 
^ onto the fulness of God." This is the way the 
r* apostles of Christ taught, and we His ministers 
ji can tell of none other. 

ii Be careful, however, brethren, that ye seek to 
d bow Christ's love as it is in tiuth ; you may not 
4 fendlj dream about some love ot CVtvsX, xwst^- 
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vealed in holy Scripture, which shall in sonrtji 
strange way save you, while you go on wilfull 
in your own careless ways ; the love of Christ ( 
which St. Paul had heard, and which he preachedr') 
was a love which would deliver men from 
power of sin now, as well as from the punidi>(^ 
ment of sin hereafter ; a love which would ta 
men out of the dark dungeon, in order that they [ 
might walk in the true light ; and would strik*l 
off their fetters, that they might run the way of [ 
God's commandments, when their hearts wdBJ^ 
set at liberty. '% 

But when we have found Christ's true love^ | 
and follow not vain shadows, how shall we leaiirl 
its greatness ? Even in the same way that iwi ^ 
seek after other knowledge : the first step it 3 
to know our own ignorance; to feel quite sow 3 
that there is something to which we have not-* 
yet attained. The second step is to dwell mudl^ 
upon the thing we seek to know, to study it, ta J 
give up ourselves to it ; in one word, to be in it ^ 
Are not the apostle's instructions for our attaint 
ing to the knowledge of the love of Christ the 
same as those we follow in attaining other know* 
ledge ? Is much tho'ught necessary to those who 
would trace the course of the stars? So also 
must '' Christ dweW \rv oaxt \ie«t\.^ Vi ^^V he* 



SIXTEENTH 8UNDAT AFTER T&IKITT. 

fore we can reach the perfect knowledge of His 
ove; night and day our early and our latest 
iioughts must be of Him, even as when an 
affthly image has taken possession of our hearts, 
md dwells there : by faith we own the Crucified 
is our Lord and Saviour; by meditation we 
make a home for Him within us. 

Must men coast along a country in order to 
know how far it reaches ? So must we, " being 
mightily strengthened by the Spirit in the inner 
DMin," be borne along by His blessed influence, as 
by a favouring breeze, that we may survey the 
whole of our good land, both how great things 
Christ hath done for us, and how great are the 
blessings, both here and hereafter, which He has 
porchnsed for us. Once more; must men stand 
beneath the pyramid of Egypt, and climb its 
rides, if they would know its vastness ? So does 
the apostle tell us that we must " be rooted and 
grounded in love" before we can attain to the 
toll knowledge of the love of Christ. In con- 
fidence on His love, we begin to love Him, and 
then we know more of His love towards us. 
For, like trees planted by the water- side, let 
the roots of our hearts drink deep of His love 
to us, then shall we bear fruit upwards in love 
towards Hhu. Let His love \)G «ka \)ckfe Sxroi. 
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ground beneath our feet, and then, whil( 
cUmb, we shall be enabled to see yet gr 
heights of His love above us, and as we m 
upwards we shall yet again look back and 
the greatness of His love which hath thu 
supported our feet, and brought us on our 
in safety. 
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HUMILITY. 



luKE xiv. 11. For whosoever exalteth himself shall be 
abased; and he that humileth himself shall be ex^ 
died. 

The frequency with which, in the Bible, we 
wre exhorted to humility, is very remarkable. 
St. Paul's precepts on the subject are most em- 
phatic. " Put on," he says in one place, " hum- 
bleness of mind." Again, he says : " Walk with 
all lowliness." St. James repeats the same teach- 
ing : " Humble yourselves in the sight of the 
Lord." St. Peter again, using almost the same 
words ; " Humble yourselves under the mighty 
hand of God ;" and in still more striking lan- 
guage, as shewing how completely such a spirit 
should envelope and pervade our being: "Be 
clothed with humility." The frequent repetition 
of this same exhortation is mMc\i lo \i^ Oc^-s^^t^^^. 
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Theu again, observe what an exceeding value Goc 
puts upon this grace. When the prophet Mical 
teaches us that there are three things which Gkx 
requireth, of these three, one is " to walk humbl; 
with thy God." Again, God once delayed Hi 
vengeance upon the whole people of the Jew 
for this one cause only, because " Josiah's hear 
was tender, and did humble itself." Or, again 
the value of this grace in God's sight may b 
judged of by the long pains which He takes b 
produce it in the soul. Consider how He kep 
His people in the wilderness forty years ; and tbi 
reason is given : " God led thee these forty year 
in the wilderness to humble thee." Again, con 
sider what God Himself submitted to endure 
in order to teach by example this same precept 
for with this special view the pattern of the lif 
of Christ is enforced by St. Paul : "Let the satn 
mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesui 
who made Himself of no reputation, and too 
upon Him the form of a servant." Again, tl 
same state of heart is set forth as the very coi 
dition of receiving all other blessings : " Grod ri 
sisteth the proud ; but He giveth grace to tl 
humble." And so in the text, our Lord declare 
as an universal law, the sure ruin arising froi 
the lack oi such a grace, axidi >Ocia ^^^^ '^^x 
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blessedness of possessing it : '' He that exalteth 
bimself shall be abased; but he that humbleth 
Umself shall be exalted." 

It is remarkable that so much should be said 
in the Scripture of the necessity, the value, 
and the difficulty of humility, when, for various 
reasons, it might well have been thought that 
man could not be otherwise than humble. Con- 
sider that we are creatures, dependent every 
moment on an act of mercy for our life ; each 
angle breath a work of providence; every faculty 
and sense a perpetual work of God. We might 
be blind, or deaf, or maimed, in a moment. 
There are dangers and there are wants around 
us at every turn. Each crumb of oiir daily 
bread is the Creator's gift ; the creatiu*e would at 
once hunger and die, unless He open His 
hand and feed us. What the morrow may bring 
forth, who can say? what sorrow may brood 
over to-morrow's light, who can foresee ? I have 
'. watched to see how the mother tends her babe, 
F never leaving it, lest some sudden hazard jeopard 
its frail life. But is not the full-grown powerful 
[ man as helpless, unless God every moment supply 
; his need ? 

Again, consider what state of mind seems 
most natural for a sinner. A.ud W^ ^^ ^sascj 
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leave out of the question the more flagrant trans 
gressions of the law of God, and consider onl 
our infirmities, ignorances, negligences, the fauli 
of daily recurrence ; such as hastiness of speed 
want of love to others, evil desires, quickly-risii] 
passions, wrong motives, forgetfulness of God 
presence. Even our daily life is a constant fal 
ing, and sorrowing over our falls, and the vei 
good we do is ever mingled with evil ; and oi 
very prayers, through irreverence, or inattentioi 
or coldness, are quickly turned into sin. Coi 
sider this, and is there not enough here to kec 
us humble ? 

And yet, marvellous as it appears, pride 
one of the strongest, deepest roots of sin in oi 
fallen nature. By this our first parents fel 
they wished to be as God ; they would be highi 
in the scale of the creation ; they would sit doi» 
in the highest seats, and so they fell. Th 
working of pride was manifested in the very mid 
of abundance ; when there was no want, no so 
row, when all around was beautiful, and pui 
and full of joy. The satiety of bliss did n 
lessen the temptation to pride. But it may 1 
supposed that this very abundance of bliss e 
gendered pride. Yet we see it exist as strong 
in the Joss of all eai^JaV^ \Xm\%^* ^Ws. tj 
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K)stles arose and followed Christ, they had left 
I : they had left parents, home, possessions ; they 
d left their ships, and their nets. They had 
1th them but a scrip, food and clothing only 
}m day to day ; yet in them too we see pride 
orking : " And James and John, the sons of 
ebedee, came unto Him saying, Master, w^ 
ould that Thou shouldest do for us whatsoever 
e desire ; and He said unto them. What would 
3 that I should do for you? They say unto 
[im, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on Thy 
ght hand, and one on Thy left, in Thy glory." 
[ere was pride seeking the higher places, even 
hen they had left all. There is pride in the 
eart when in the midst of abundance ; there is 
ride when all earthly goods are gone. In truth, 

is not a thing of one station, or another. No 
mnge of circumstance removes it. It can nei- 
ler be exhausted by the fulness of gratification 
ad overflowing honours, nor can it be depressed 
jr desolation and deepest penury. 

Yet pride will not shew itself alike in all, 
lough it exist in all. It may be seen in an 
/erbearing manner, a haughty spirit, a fiery 
^e, or a vain dress. When such outward mani- 
stations are not perceived, it may be supposed 
mt pnde does not exist. Bvil vl xci^^ \v^^ ^si^ 
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strongly in the secret desires of the heart, in 
longings which find no voice or expression; in 
wounded feelings and disappointed hopes, which 
have no outward sign. 

It becomes, moreover, the more difficult to de- 
tect the working of pride, because it will often 

4^1oak itself under false names. Even as the very 
spirit of evil can array himself as an angel ol 
light, so can this deepest sin of our fallen hearts 
disguise itself in a plausible garb, and so deceive 
us. Thus we speak of honour ; and for the sake 
of honour nations have been involved in deadliesl 
wars, and murderous duels fought in cold blood; 
and families armed one against another in lasting 
feuds. Such terrible combinations of wickedness 
have been stirred up to satisfy honour, a word 
bearing a fair semblance, and sometimes indeed 
rightly used to denominate what is lawful, anc 
expressive of the true dignity of humanity ; bul 
how often in its common use denoting nothing 
else than the fatal sin of pride. So, again, whei 
we speak of hurt or wounded feelings, if we ex 
amine ourselves more closely, we find that it i 
rather some high conceit that has been humbled 
or our opinion despised, or some fault exposed 
or some disagreeable truth plainly told, or soin( 

reproof galling us •, in iad, \)aa ^T^asi\CL^ ^l V^ 
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heart under some painful humiliation. But the 
most deceitful working of pride is in the midst 
of good works, when we are warmly bent on the 
more earnest service of God. Such is spiritual 
pride. When all other pride is laid low, when an 
offence can be borne without resentment, when 
the cheek may be smitten without anger, when 
we could bear to have our rights trampled on 
without a thought of resistance ; when the heart 
is so tamed, that it can bear contradiction, reproof, 
or contempt, and yet not secretly jnurmur, or rise 
Hp against it,— even then the soul, still proud, 
when pride seems cast out, will secretly lift itself 
up, and please itself in the thought of its own 
spiritual advancement, and think highly of its 
own good deeds, and speak of them, or rejoice to 
hear them praised. When the left hand ought 
Hot to know what the right hand doeth, the heart 
will secretly tell over to itself its own sacrifices 
and suflTerings, its own superiority and successes ; 
will contrast its good with others' evil, thinking 
more highly, and esteeming itself more highly, 
than others, and loving to go up to take the 
higher place in the fancied scene of its own ima- 
ginations. 

We need then to be very watchful over our- 
sehes, in order to detect the vjoikm^^ ^l ^^A'^. 
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When angered, or sad, disappointed, or cai 
down, we need a suspicious search into oi 
hearts, lest injured pride be the secret caus' 
If eager to undertake some work for God, ( 
desponding, and ready to relinquish it, let i 
enquire whether it be not some thought of sel 
exaltation which urged us to commence, an 
some feeling of personal vexation causing us 1 
flag. Pride clings so closely even to the mo 
sacred designs, and insinuates itself with sue 
power into the holiest circle of our inmoi 
thoughts, that it requires a practised self-e: 
amination to disentangle the evil from the goo( 
Secondary motives stealthily prevail over tl 
higher motives. The love of self ever hangs aboi 
the love of God. Zeal for the service of Gc 
is mingled with the desire of honour. Oi 
subtle foe will assume every shape of dissimuL 
tion. It is the earliest sin that rises up in tl 
self-will of the froward child; it is the late 
over which the departing servant of Christ h 
to mourn. When you can bear all repro 
sweetly ; when you can listen to the painful trut 
and still love the reprover; when you can 1 
thwarted in a fondly-cherished scheme, and y 
be patient : when you can endure to be passed 1 
unnoticed ; to have yoxMC o^mvycL ^\^x^^«t4&d. 
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your rights injured, or your wishes set at nought, 
or your authority set aside, and yet there be no 
murmuring, no resentment, no secret grudge, but 
your heart still gentle, and kind, and forbearing, 
and content ; if, moreover, you can enter heartily 
into works done for God, and yet feel no self-exal- 
tation in success, nor disappointment in failures, 
knowing that God's will is done, and His glory 
served equally, whatever the end of the work 
of His creatures be ; or if you can bear to see 
another accomplish for God what your hands 
have failed to do, and yet you can offer up to 
God as earnest thanks and praise to the Giver 
of all good, — then you may trust that pride has 
been subdued, and that you are being exalted in 
the lowliness of Christ. 

Lastly, let us consider what are the chief 
means by which humility may be cherished, 
and deepened within us. First, it will depend 
greatly on the thoughts we habitually cherish, 
just as a better soil will make the better fruits 
to grow. Think then of yourself as a creature 
living on the perpetual mercy of God. Think 
that all you have is not your own, but given to 
you ; that you are nothing but with God's grace. 
And again, think what sin has made you, — how 
your whole being, your uxvdei^Uw^wv^, ^^^sl 
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heart, your imagination, your senses, are de- ■ 
filed by sin; how you fall again and again ^ 
through the same infirmities ; how ignorant of i 
many things ; how readily deceived ; how in all ^ 
things imperfect and liable to err. Think how s 
many secret sins, which, were they known, would t 
shame you before the eyes of all men. Ponder is 
such thoughts. Let the habitual current of ;- 
your mind be leavened with such humiliating j- 
reflections. Recall these thoughts again and k 
again. Our mind will become what our constant r 
thoughts are. g 

Again, set before your mind the example of ^ 
our Lord ; His meekness, and lowliness, in all > 
His earthly course. Call up the vision of the 
many scenes in which His lowliness is so won- 
derfully shewn. Impress these upon your heart, 
and dwell on them ; love the grace which was 
thus shewn in Him. Feel how angels adore the 
Son of Man, with the deeper amazement, as His 
humiliations became more and more astonishing. 
In the glory of His humility, feel how this grace 
is honoured before God and man. Not merely 
were His humiliations greater than those of all 
His brethren, but as He was in all points 
tempted like as we are, even so was He humbled 
/a all the self-same \i\imiX\^\;\o\\^ \q\\k^\iRkwe 
jses 
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are so sorely tried. Outward poverty and lowness' 
of station; railings and suspicions; evil names 
and public ribaldry; the scorn of the lowest 
among the people, and the crushing tyranny of 
the great ; solitude, and the desertion of friends ; 
the disappointment of hopes, and the rejection of 
unwearied love ; the fruitlessness of self-devotion, 
and travailings in vain ; all these He knew, — as 
well as all the unspeakable humiliations which 
gathered more thickly around Him as His death 
drew nearer, and the unutterable shame of that 
death, which no words can express. To be hum- 
bled then is to become like Him. To be hum- 
bled is to be conformed to His image, before 
whom '* every knee shall bow, of things in heaven, 
and things on earth, and things under the earth/' 
The very desire of praise should therefore make 
us humble. We are in the truest sense exalted 
in honour, as M^e learn to bear the humiliations 
of our lot in the spirit of Jesus. 

Lastly, we must learn to put away all desire 
of the honour that cometh of man. It is the 
prevalence of this strong desire that, above all 
other causes, hinders the growth of a true hu- 
mility. And as this strong passion is overcome, 
and the mind becomes dead to the thought of all 
human fame, so we become opeiv lo \)5v^ X^^'^^^^ 
inSaencea of the meekness and \ow\\xv^^^ ol ^^«^ 
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To check, therefore, and, by degrees, by G( 
gracious help, to silence within us that ur^ 
craving after the praise and regard of n 
should be our constant endeavour : we must 
solve that we will cherish no wishes for i 
distinction, no longings for notoriety, no de 
even for the attentions and regard of those wl 
we love, but to be as nothing in the eyei 
others, as deserving nothing but humiliation 
reproach, as less than the least of all, and < 
wishing to see others esteemed more highly t 
ourselves. While we ever really seek to take 
lowest place, we shall be insensibly called of ( 
to the exalted honour of His saints, whose wl 
being is lost in the glory which surroimds 
Presence, in Whom alone they live, and mi 
and have their being. For this we need g 
self-restraint over the inward thoughts, m 
watchfulness and prayer. We need efforts 
wrestle with and cast out all those inv« 
most secret thoughts and longings which are i 
striving for the mastery. As they fall, so 
rise. As they pass away from the mind, so 
become able to appreciate and love the hon 
which cometh of God only; which in the 
when He gathereth up His jewels. He will m 
manifest before the eyes ol «iu^^'& «ci^ ^1 vaftu 
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LOYli THB KBXPiaa OF THE COMMANDMBXTS. 



. Matt. fxii. 40. On these two commandments hang 
all the law and the prophets. 

If we were asked what portion of our nature 
?re the qaost amiable and blameless, we should 
obably agreei in saying, our affections. We 
ould point to the love with which a mother 
ires ber child, and which a child returns to a 
other ; or to the tried attachment kept up for 
ars between two friends; or to the devoted- 
ss of a true love between man and woman,. 
>ened into the constant affection which often 
ikes married life so full of blessing. And we 
ight justly say, that here we see the fairest side 

human nature; that man cannot be utterly 
it to all good, while these feelings of the heart 
nain. We might feel that, notwithstanding 
r fall, and our inheritance ot ^vxi ^yA ^^^^\ 
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some relics of our original state, and of para- 
dise itself, yet linger upon earth in the affec- 
tions of home, and the confidence and sympathy 
of fetithful love. 

But, on the other hand, consider what rela- 
ti(m these human affections bear to the God 
from Whom they flow ; how far our Creator ]& 
the object and guide of all these warmer feel- 
ings of our nature, and you will be struck with 
the melancholy conviction, that they have greatly 
departed from their true end. What then we 
look upon as the fairest portions of our being 
have shared the same alienation from God which 
has befallen all other portions of it. The nvost 
amiable and attached families, the kindest friends, 
may have in them no sign or motion of a higher 
love, no apparent consciousness of God's presence, 
6r of His claims upon the heart. 
^ There is a common way of speaking that 
tends to blind men's eyes against this truth. It 
is hardly necessary to do more than point out 
the immense influence which popular expressions 
have on the mind, even when they are opposed 
to holy Scripture itself. Now the high regard 
with whioh many speak of kind and affectionate 
persons, as having ^ood hearts, is calculated in 
a fatal manner to deceive. Ovu: Lord said, that 

806 
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there is "none good but God ;'* but if we apply 
this term, as we surely may in a modified sense, 
to a creature, yet it would be utterly false to 
call any heart good, if its affections be alto- 
gether alienated from Gk>d. Warmth and kind^ 
tiess there may be, but if there is no beating 
of the heart towards the very Author of one*8 
bdng, if all this warmth and kindness, which He 
inspired for higher ends, are spent in entire for- 
getfulness of Him, how can the idea of good- 
ness be applied to such a heart ? Are not this 
vety amiableness and these kindly qualities the 
greatest condemnation of their possessor? for 
tiie greater the capacity for the love of God, the 
greater the sin in abusing so high a gift. There 
is indeed no deeper or surer mark of the fall; 
than the alienation of the heart from God« This 
is Satan's last and most fatal work. The poison 
d sin has entered into the very sanctuary of our 
being. The centre of the most sacred feelings, 
which form the blessing and joy of home, where 
all that is best and purest of human kind is 
nartured, is itself struck with the taint of sin, 
and is turned away from God. The blight has 
spread everywhere. The very core of the tree is 
corrupt. Siii has entered in, and possessed and 
laid waste the holiest place o£ \\ve \vxwaasN. ^«a^« 
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It lias blackened the fountain-head of oar life. 
" The whole head is sick, and the whole heart 
faint." 

There are two respects in which the human 
affections, however warm and kindly, may b^ 
altogether sinful. Firstly, this is the case when 
the affection fixes itself on some object more 
than upon God. The object may be innocent; 
it may be God's own gracious gift to us : the 
sin is not in loving the object, but in loving it 
too much ; in unduly exalting it into the place 
of God. " This is the first and great command- 
ment : Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all 
thy mind."' These words do not mean that we 
are to love none other, but that we are to love 
none more. With the highest love of which our 
nature is capable; with such warmth, and earnest- 
ness, and joy of intercourse, as our nature owns ; 
so are we to love God. The love of father, 
mother, wife, child, brother, sister, friend, are 
not opposed to the love of God, but they have 
a lower claim on us than the love of Grod. When 
the love of such near objects of affection interferes 
with that higher love, they are to be put aside ; 
when it seeks to occupy a larger space, when 
we are conscious that s\Tov\gpc feft\\w^ beat to- 
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wards a fellow-creature than towards our Creator 
and our Redeemer, that we would do more for 
any other than for Him who made and re- 
deemed both us and them, we are then fallen ; 
we are then makmg a human idol, and bowing 
down toward it ; we have dethroned God from 
His rightful place within the heart, and sub- 
stituted a fellow-creature in His room ; we are 
guilty of spiritual idolatry ; we have resisted the 
Tcry first claim that God makes upon us : '' My 
son, give me thine heart/* It is not to the ex- 
clasion of all other loves that God requires us 
to love Himself, but all other loves are to be 
lield subordinate to the love of Him; for He 
explained His ow^ commandment when He 
said, "He that loveth father or mother more 
than Me, is not worthy of Me." 

Secondly, human affections may be sinful from 
their selfishness. When our Lord speaks of love 
towards our neighbour. He uses one brief word 
that involves a momentous truth as to the cha- 
racter of that love : " Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bour M thyself/* Love and kindness are in 
themselves the mere impulses of our nature; 
they exist in man as instincts in a brute. There 
is no virtue in them of themselves. They are 

Sum. 67. Vwwaamtmk 3 Y 2 ^"^"^ 
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"Ibut amiable qualities of the human heart, whicl 
a man exercises as naturally, and as much foi 
his own sake, as when he hungers or thirsts 
It is often far more pleasant to oneself to b( 
kind than otherwise. So, too, various sinfu 
motives may enter into our kindliest afifections 
We may be kind to win another's favour, or t( 
obtain praise, or to gratify a love of power 
We may be kind because we have no temp 
tation to be otherwise. It is merely a natura 
feeling, and may become a servant of sin, equall} 
as it may be a servant of righteousness. Gcx 
has set. before us the only true picture of Chris 
tian kindness in the Epistle to the Corinthians 
"Charity sufifereth long, and is kind; chant; 
envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is no 
puffed 'up, ^ dpth' not behave itself unseemly 
seeketh ilot her own, is not easily provoked 
thinketh ho evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, bu 
rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, be 
lieveth all things, hopeth all things, endureth a! 
things." Here is love brought under the rul 
of a higher life ; subdued by a religious power 
exercised luider restraint; leavened by a ne\ 
spirit; divested of all selfishness; freed froE 
envy, JiSlousy, or suspicion ; tempered by gen 
tieness, forbearance, YiuixiClyI^ \ Ci^rt\ad out int 
sro 
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acts of self-denial; unwearied by time and 
watching. Here is love refined, purified, and 
made like to what a religious spirit would 
cherish towards itself; not borne away by mere 
impulse, nor gratifying the passion of a nature 
unsanctified, but ruled and hallowed by grace. 
Such then is the love which we should cherish 
and exercise towards our fellow-creatures. In 
the brief words of our Lord, embodying this 
high truth : " Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself." 

When human affection towards parent, or wife, 
or child, or brother, or sister, or friend, beats in 
harmony with such a spirit, and is regulated 
by such rules, it becomes a Christian virtue 
and a grace. But so far as it is unregulated, 
and at variance with such a law, and is not 
chastened by the Spirit which descendeth from 
above, it is only a propensity of our fallen nature, 
and has upon it the guilt of sin. 

In these two ways, then, sin enters deeply 
into the exercise of the affections. Our affec- 
tions are the gift oTT God. But it is sin to exer- 
cise any gift of God without due regard to Him 
Who gave it, or the end for which it was given, 
or the law by which it is His will to regulate it. 
The higher the gift, the greatei \,Vife ^\xi,Si ^V^*^ 



.EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITT. 

abused. When the sin lies in the very depth of 
the heart, it strikes nearest to the creature's life. 
Such liability to fall is, moreover, the more dan* 
gerous, because it is concealed under so much 
that is amiable, and happy, and bright ; and alsd 
because we are so quickly carried away in tiw 
gush of feelings, and blinded by the excitement 
and engrossing warmth of passion. Let us then 
clearly mark where such sin lies, and seek to 
discern its fatal tendencies. It falls under two 
heads. We may love, and yet God not be the 
highest object of that love ; or, again, we may 
love a fellow-creature, but not in the same spirit 
with which we love ourselves. 

In two respects then we need to be changed, 
before even this better part of us can be freed 
from sin. 

First, our aflfections must be set only on right 
objects, and, above all such objects, on God Him- 
self. Love to God Himself, however high and 
beyond all thought His being is, will be shewn 
nevertheless in the same acts in which it shews 
itself towards our fellow-creathres. In the de- 
sire to please, in yielding up our own wili to 
His, in longings to be with Him, in delight m 
the sense of His presence, in opening our heart 
to Him, in seeking to kiiON? Hiia more and 
8rs 
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more, love to God will be shewn, ias by like acts 
love to a fellow-creature is shewn. 

Secondly, we need that the exercise of our 
affections towards our fellow-creatures be pun* 
fied from all selfish stains. To love even those 
who are nearest and dearest to us in the flesh, 
without such sin, needs continual watchfulness 
and prayer. To cast out envy, to overcome 
pride, to subdue self-will, to check all anger, are 
most needful works in order to love as a servant 
of Christ should love. And this must be at aH 
times, even in the midst of home, and in daily 
companionship. 

How deeply important it is that we should 
strive to attain such grace, judge from our 
Saviour's memorable words : " On these two 
commandments hang all the law and the pro- 
phets." The whole moral law of God stands 
or falls according to the love which beats in our 
heart. It is remarkable that the Scripture does 
not teach love as a duty distinct from other 
duties. There is no one of the ten command- 
ments which teaches us to love. In the Beati- 
tudes in the Sermon on the Mount, love is 
not mentioned as one of the blessings. But yet 
we find Scripture speaking of love as if there 
were no other commandment but \t. Iw t\\ft 
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text oar Lord speaks of love to God and our 
neighbour as the two great commandments, and 
He mentions no other. St. Paul says that "love 
is the fulfilling of the law.'' And still nun 
emphatically, when enumerating certain com* 
mandments, the Apostle says : '' If there be nxf 
other commandment, it is briefly comprehended 
in this saying, Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself." 

What then is the interpretation of these app» 
rently contradictory statements? It is simpif 
this : that love is not merely one duty separate 
from others, but it is the spirit and life of al 
duty. Love runs through all commandments, 
and gives to all their Christian character. No 
commandment is fulfilled, unless love be m it 
Love must be the motive and leavening prin- 
ciple of our acts, or they are worthless. Even 
nature teaches us this. What mother would be 
content with a cold performance of duty towards 
her from her child? There is something un- 
natural in the very idea of a child obeying its 
parent, or a parent cherishing her child, out of 
mere duty, without love. Again, where there is 
love, a parent feels that all dutifulness will flow 
forth from it, as its natural fruit. So eqnalty 
impossible is it to obey God without loving 

m 
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Him ; and again, '* this is the love of God» that 
we keep His commandments/' 

Love then is seen to be the one mark of all 
graces, because it is the life of all. From it 
they flow forth as from their only true source ; 
&nd they exist only so long as love flows with 
them. If we were to fulfil all the command-^ 
Slants most strictly, and yet love were wanting, 
;here would be no obedience that Grod could 
iccept. It would indeed be only the semblance 
^f obedience, not the reality. The very prin- 
dple of obedience would be wanting, if love 
^ere wanting. Love and obedience are in fact 
lecessary the one to the other, and the one 
x>mpletes the other. As the perfect light is of 
lo single colour, and yet contains all colour, so 
x>ve is no single duty, but contains all duties ; 
md as all the colours duly mingled together 
taake the perfect light, so a true observance of 
^ the commandments is love. 

On this account it is that love is the sign 
of our regeneration : " Every one that loveth,'* 
#ith St. John, " is born of God." Our regene- 
ration has not manifested itself aright, till love 
^ecome the leading principle of our lives. So 
ikewise love is only a sure mark of our know- 
ng God. ' "He that loveth not," saith the same 
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Apostle, "knoweth not God." To know Go< 
is to know His nature, to perceive His works 
to understand His will ; and if a man knows no 
what love is, how can he know anything of th 
ways of God? "for God is love." The ver 
fDundation of religion then rests on love, for tb 
knowledge of God is the beginning of all reli 
gion. It is on this account also that St. Fan 
assures us that all knowledge and all inspiration 
and the working of miracles, and even ever 
sacrifice and suffering he could undergo, an; 
the yielding up even of his very life, would al 
be vain, unless divine love were the ruling prin 
ciple of his life. 

But how can such love be gained ? It is h; 
studying the only true pattern of love, even th 
love of Jesus; and by prayer, that what w 
cannot have by nature we may have as a divin 
gift, through His Spirit dwelling in us, an 
breathing in all our acts and words. Love i 
of God only, and true human love is only ( 
Him who is both God and Man. It is on ou 
knees, with the divine life of Jesus impressed o 
our hearts. His own spirit conforming us unt 
Himself, that we learn to love, even as we ar 
loved. 

JOBS BENUT TiLRTLEB., OXTOUk AND LONDON. 
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NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 
THE INVISIBLE PBE6ENCE. 



Dan. iii. 25. Se answered and said, Lo, I see four men 
loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have 
no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of 
God. 

The holy Scriptures detail to us the history of 
men; and in recording human actions, it has 
pleased God to employ such language and descrip- 
tions as might be found in an ordinary book, 
[n this respect the Scriptures resemble any hu- 
inan history. The beauty and power with which 
the events are recorded mark indeed the inspira- 
tion of a mind higher than man ; still more does 
llie insight of the human heart which those his- 
tories exhibit, make us feel that we are listening 
to the words of One to Whom alone the secrets 
of the heart are revealed. Bu.1 ^^\. \}cl«^ «Jt^ 
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human events, recorded in human language, as '^ 
a man might relate them to his fellow. Bat the \i 
difference which strikes us so forcibly in the ji 
history of human events recorded in the Scrip- m 
tures is this, that we are perpetually brought j^ 
into contact with invisible beings. We see men jj, 
talking with mysterious forms, or hearing voices ^i 
from heaven, or seeing visions. As we read ci j( 
some ordinary event, suddenly, behold, a veil is |, 
withdrawn ; and when we thought there was but 
a man before us, we see an angel by his side ; or jjj 
we think that it is only an angel, and we find 
that there is God Himself. We read of some ^\ 
work which we have been accustomed to ascribe 
to natural causes, and we find it to be the work 
of some heavenly minister; or we watch the 
movements of a man like to ourselves, and, 
lo, he is directed by some messenger from 
God ; or we behold a worshipper at the altar, 
and an invisible being suddenly appears to con- 
vey the offering to the heavens. And these 
mysterious appearances come before us in all 
places alike, and on all manner of occasions. 
To Abraham under the oak, to Jacob in the i 
desert, to Moses at the bush, to Jonah in his 
flight, to Daniel in his captivity, to Manoah in 
the Geld, to Samuel aa a c\iAdL m X-V^ \«av^le ;— 

S7B 
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different forms and diverse circumstances, 
igs of another world appear and hold with 
a familiar intercourse. We at once draw 
solemn conclusion that we live and move in 
immediate presence of an innumerable com- 
y of unearthly creatures, great in power and 
ve in ministries of mercy; and that in the 
1st of all there is One Who is above all, 
lom we feel to be ever present, and Who, in 
ret mystery, ever and anon reveals Himself. 
Further, we may observe in the Scriptures that 
; operations of these invisible beings are spoken 
with as much simplicity and reality as the 
linary works of men. There is no different 
iguage used in reference to the one than to 
5 other. There is no magnifying the invisible 
ove the visible, no astonishment expressed by 
3 writer. He seems to be writing as familiarly 
the one as of the other, as if his mind were 
conversant with the events of another world 
of our own. 

And further, as we read such accounts, the 
rthly portions of the scene before us pass away, 
d the heavenly portion occupies our deeper 
oughts, so vividly is the heavenly presence 
iscribed. The men, and the works of men 
oken of, sink into comparative m\?fv^^wi^^ 



NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

the forms and works of the unearthly beings who i 
are revealed from behind the veil absorb the mind, i 

It is this which gives such mystery to the ^ 
Word of God. The invisible comes forth and it 
mixes itself with the visible. Heaven and earth ii 
become one. We feel that we are living and 
moving in the midst of an innumerable company 
of angels ; that we are in the very presence of c 
God ; that at any moment the cloud may open, jc 
and we see almost even as we are seen. It is •£ 
not that there is anything of fancy that fills the [ 
mind ; it is not a mere dream of the brain, i 
What is unseen and eternal is as real as that , 
which is seen and which is temporal ; all is true. « 
It is the marvellous revelation of what is ordinarily 
hidden from our eyes which God is pleased to 
make, shewing that there is another world about 
us besides this visible world; and as we read, 
the picture drawn by the hand of the Spirit of 
God fixes itself upon our heart. 

The history in the first lesson of to-day is a 
striking instance of what has been said. We 
there read of the three faithful Israelites, who' 
would not, even at the cost of their lives, bow 
down and worship the golden image. We read 
then of the furnace exceeding hot, and the flame 
ofSre ; then these tlaiee m^w^^Wix^Vv^Meshech, 
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^nd Abednego, fall down bound into the midst 
»f it. And then suddenly " Nebuchadnezzar the 
dng was astonished, and rose up in haste, and 
ipake and said unto his counsellors, Did not 
^e cast three men bound into the midst of the 
ire ?" Behold, there is a fourth moving before 
lis eyes in the furnace. ^^He answered and 
said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the 
midst of the fire, and they have no hurt ; and 
the form of the fourth is like the Son of God/' 

The wonder that these three men should walk 
anhurt in the midst of the fire, astounding as it 
is to contemplate, seems less forcibly to strike 
the mind of the reader than that which follows. 
The thought of their wonderful preservation— 
not even the smell of fire passing upon them— -■ 
ESades away in the contemplation of that unearthly 
form which accompanies them. We not merely 
see a miracle, we see the very worker of the 
miracle. We behold the astonishing security of 
these three men, encircled by the flames amidst 
which they walk. But, what is far greater^ 
we behold the very presence of Him who thuA 
shields and guards them in the fire. The ap- 
pearance of this majestic form, like the Son of 
Grod, swallows up the thought even of those 
blessed servants of God in tbe ^^vi^ wm^^^ 
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to which they had yielded their bodies, and the 
sudden most marvellous deliverance which their 
God had vouchsafed. 

Let us pause now, and lay to heart some of 
the reflections which this scene is calculated to 
suggest. First, let us mark well in what the 
mystery consists. It consists in the appearance, 
not in the actual presence, of this unearthly form. 
What was seen by the astonished king of Babylon 
is an universal truth. There is always One beside 
us, as really present, though we see Him not; 
every act of ours passes under the full gaze of 
His eye ; every movement of ours is before Him; 
He moves as we move. There is a Fourth, un- 
seen, wherever three are gathered together in His 
name. Had we eyes to see, we should behold 
His form as bodily present as when He startled 
the heathen king. The same scene of mystery 
exists everywhere. We are never alone. In our 
agony when we feel most desolate, or in our hour 
of joy> alike is He with us, who alone is able to 
shield us from the blast of the fiery furnace, or 
to sanctify our bliss. In every company there is 
One more than human eye can see ; and when all 
are departed from us. He still is left as the com- 
panion of our solitude and guide of our way. 
The invisible God aud "ft^a V^^^^^xlV^ xainisters 



NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER TEINITY. 

only occasionally appear, but, nevertheless, they 
are perpetually present. 

Further, such remarkable visions in the Old 
Testament are expressive of another momentous 
truth. The appearance we have been considering 
was that of a human form : the king saw four 
men walking in the midst of the fire. The in- 
visible Being, as He revealed Himself, assumed 
the lineaments of humanity. It was a prophetic 
vision of the incarnation of the Son [of God. 
There is something strikingly convincing in the 
way in which this great truth is foretold in the 
Old Testament. It was not merely the subject 
of prophecy ; not merely are there positive texts 
asserting that God would thus come down to us, 
and take our flesh and dwell among us ; but the 
truth was represented in actual visible scenes. 
The mysterious union of God and man in one 
person was thus foreshadowed. The human eye 
was as it were habituated by degrees to the 
wondrous sight of God incarnate which was 
about to break upon the world. God was to be 
made man, and these prophetic visions were sent 
before as heralds of His approach. To prepare 
the minds of the sons of men for that wondrous 
birth of the God-man, was the purpose of the ap- 
pearance of these mysterious £oim'&, \4\>L\dcL\^^^^ 
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the semblance of humanity. Those appearances 
were indeed but shadowy lineaments, assumed 
iar the time and laid aside ; they did not invdve 
any change in the Spiritual Being who thus for 
a moment became visible to the eyes ol men ; as 
was indeed the case when Jesus actually came. 
He really took of our nature into Himself, never 
again to be divided. In Him was accomplished 
the personal union of the divinity with the hu- 
manity ; it was not merely a form like the Son 
of God, but it was the very Son of God in the 
very nature and form of man. But this great 
truth was typified through the ages that went 
before, in those mystical visions that then only 
took the shape of what the Son of God was 
afterwards about to assume the very substance. 
Again, it is remarkable how the appearances 
of God with man were so often associated with 
sufierings. It was in the burning bush, though 
unconsumed, that God appeared to open the way 
for the revelation of His will to the Israelites, as 
before to Abraham God appeared to ratify the 
earlier covenant in a lamp of fire passing between 
the divided carcasses of the victims. So this Holy 
Form was seen now in the midst of the fire; in 
the midst of agony, though unharmed ; through 
otupeBkabk terrors, t\io\x^\i ^\r^mx t^ them all ; 
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amidst the raging blast, yet so secure that even 
the smell of fire passed not upon Him. Surely 
here was a lively image of that future scene, when 
the Son of Man was to appear triumphant even 
upon the cross, dying, yet incapable of corruption 
or decay, and out of the depth of His torment 
bringing life and immortality to hght. 

As then the appearances of God in the Old 
Testament had a very frequent reference to our 
blessed Lord's incarnation, so had they also not 
uncommonly a reference to His passion. He is 
the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 
The vision of the coming Saviour thus breaks 
forth upon our view throughout the Old Testa- 
ment, ahke in prophecy or in type. Along the 
line of four thousand years we behold the pre- 
paration for that awful scene which at last was 
consummated on Calvary. 

This same gracious Being, as He passed out of 
our sight, when His sufferings were accomplished, 
gave us the promise of a special presence never 
to cease. " Lo, I am with you always, even unto 
the end of the world," was His parting assurance 
to His people. And the consciousness of this 
presence is at once the greatest check against 
sin, and the strongest stay in trial. The whole 
aspect of our life changes wViexi' >n^ xetw^oick'st 



NXXinXNTH SrXDAT ATTEIl TKINITT. 

Him. " He is here," is a thouglit that would 
swallow up all other thoughts. Some strong 
temptation comes over us so rapidly as to an- 
ticipate all preparations for it, hurrying us 
away before the mind has time to summon its 
powers, and then one earnest recollection of His 
near presence would stay us in our danger. Or 
again, if tried by some severe pain, what exceed- 
ing strength of endurance is imparted when we 
turn our eyes to our suffering Lord, and lose the 
thought of our own agony in the remembrance 
of His. Or, if we have some irksome or hard 
duty to fulfil, is there any thought that more 
surely nerves us for the trial than the recollection 
that we are not alone, but in the very presence 
of the Almighty, who Himself has laid on us 
the command. To walk through life with this 
constant remembrance on our mind is unceasing 
strength. 

Let us learn then to lift up our hearts, and 
realize this great companionship in which we live, 
and move, and have our being. " We walk by 
faith, not by sight." Let us think over and over 
again, and impress more and more deeply in our 
hearts, the great fact of the presence of God and 
His holy angels at all times and in all places. 
''Thou, God, seest me," a\vQi\3\<3L\^^ wa ooustant 
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thought. Specially is it a help to us to be able, 
as we may, to look to God in the human form 
which He mercifully took for us ; for our Lord, 
when He took our nature, took it never to be 
laid aside again : He is " the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever." Still wearing the form of 
humanity, and, as of old, whether in sorrow or in 
joy, still touched with the feeling of our infir- 
mity, our Lord is with us. He still moves in 
the midst of the fires of suffering humanity ; He 
upholds and comforts us ; He passed into the 
heavens, and is now on the right hand of God ; 
but it was only to return to us with a closer 
spiritual presence. 

He who is as truly man as He is truly God, 
is with each one of His servants from his birth 
even to his last hour, and through the dark 
valley, and till he reach the blessed land which 
is very far away ; with each one, as with all the 
members of His body, as surely as He moved 
beside His three sainted ones in the furnace. 

And this thought should lead us to a spirit of 
thankfulness and of trust. When we look back 
at troubles through which we have been safely 
brought, or difficulties overcome, or fears which 
were dissipated as they approached, or hard duties 
which were accomplished, we ui^cj \i^ves^ Ni«saX»*^ 
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was tlie inrifiUe presence of God which quenched 
the Titiiefice of the fiie, and protected us through 
the season of tiiai. We did not perhaps realize 
His presence and assistance at the time, but as 
we now look back, the Teil is withdrawn, and we 
know that it could have been none other than 
Himself. And when we kx>k forward^ and our 
hearts faint at the prospect of terrors and diffi- 
ralties lying in our path, and we feel our own 
utter incapabihty to meet them, should not the 
assurance that He who has been with us from 
our birth unto this hour, will be with us to the 
end r Should we lose hope now, when our re* 
demption is more nigh ? Can we doubt that He 
will be less watchful OTcr us, less ready to uphold 
us, when our salvation is nearer than when we 
believed? We may surely trust Him who, 
during the six thousand years oi this earth's 
history, has never failed any one of the sons d 
men who put their trust in Him, and whose own 
word, sealed by His dying love, has promised 
that He will never fail us, nor forsake us, but 
will perfect the good woik that He hath begun. 
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TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 
BEJOICING IN SPIRITUAL BEJIVICES. 

Efhes. V. 18, 19. Be filled with the Spirit; speakivg to 
yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, 

St. Paul is here enumerating the various 
duties of Christians, and enforcing them upon 
his Ephesian converts. In the former part of 
the chapter he had been warning them against 
those sins which were practised by Gentiles : 
fornication, uncleanness, foolish talking, and in- 
convenient jesting. These things, he says, had 
called down the wrath of God upon the children 
of disobedience; but some would deceive them 
into the notion that these sins were not so dis- 
pleasing to God. Therefore he cautions tliem : 
" Be ye not unwise, but understanding what the 
will of the Lord is." Lastly, lie warns them 
against the sin of drunkenness : " Be not drunk 
with wine, wherein is excess •," a\\<i V'^ ^^^i^'s. ^\!w 
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to remind tliem that they had higher joys than 
those of the flesh : they were not left joyless, hut 
their joys were spiritual. He would not debar 
them from pleasiure ; he would only direct their 
joyous feelings aright. They were indeed to re- 
nounce those earthly, sensual, devilish joys, in 
which heathens revelled; but they had been 
endued with new powers of enjoyment, and had 
new and heavenly objects on which to exercise 
them : " Be filled with the Spirit ; speaking to 
yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody in your heart 
to the Lord/* This outward expression of praise 
was a plain duty, and as such is here commanded; 
but it is also put before them as a privilege ; a 
great blessing, more than enough to make up 
for the loss of all those things in which they had 
once taken pleasure. Thus St. Paul teaches ia 
also that the offering of spiritual worship is a 
high privilege, and a comfort under trial; he 
bids us (as on this day) to rejoice in it, and to 
make it our pleasure ; and at the same time he 
puts it before us as a duty. 

Every duty done in a right spirit is a service 
done to God. The daily labours of a poor man 
f(»r his family, the patient toils of a careful mother, 
the ebeerM services oi an o\^edi&w& chiLd^ if done 
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as they ought to be done by Christians, all rise 
up as an acceptable service before our heavenly 
Father. He looks down from heaven upon His 
children toiling in this troublesome world. He 
knows what they endure who go about their 
every-day common duties with cheerful sub- 
mission, labouring in the very fire (as it were) 
of poverty or deep su£Pering; and wherever He 
sees the mark of His dear Son's Cross, there He 
acknowledges a service done to Him, and He 
stores up the memory of these forgotten self- 
denials against the day of reward. When David 
was keeping watch over his father's sheep in 
TtetMfh«m> he was doing service unto the Lord ; 
80 also when he slew the giant and delivered 
God's people. The last cake of the widow of 
Zarephatb, divided with the prophet, was an ac- 
ceptable sacrifice to God. The spices and sweet 
ointments brought by the two Marys, very early 
in the morning, to anoint the body of their cruci- 
fied Lord, were doubtless well-pleasing in His 
sight who trieth the hearts and reins. And even 
when none is near, when the penitent Christian 
is on his knees alone, then his bitter words of 
self-reproach, his humble confessions, his prayers 
for pardon, his groans, his tears, rise up as a 
sweet-smeJJing savour before l\v^ ^VVtfJcj Q^^. 
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He accepts the self-denial and self-chastisement 
of those who overcome themselves, and turn away 
resolutely from the sin which is very pleasant to 
the eye of their natural man. 

But besides these duties, there are others 
which are specially sanctified, as it were, to the 
glory of God : the sacrifice, I mean, of praise 
and thanksgiving; the worship due from the 
creature to the Creator. It is indeed a wonderful 
mystery that we, at best compassed about with 
infirmity, and struggling amidst a world of sin, 
for very life, should be able (through grace) to 
give honour unto Him. We miserable sinners, 
who cannot save ourselves, who cannot deliver 
our own souls from what we ourselves have 
brought upon them; who cannot deliver each 
his brother, nor even help him, unless God will; 
who cannot turn away a very small evil from our 
bodily frame ; who cannot add one cubit to our 
own stature, — can yet give glory to the Lord of 
heaven and earth. We can praise and magnify 
His holy Name; and our praise. He says, is 
honour : " Whoso offereth Me thanks and praise, 
he honoureth Me/' He chargeth His angels with 
folly, and yet He accepts our psalms and hymns. 
This great mystery is to be fully understood only 
in find through Him w\io loot ovxx waJture upon 
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Him; who became man, and as man said, "I 
thank Thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth." 
Doubtless it is only part of the great mystery, 
— ^that of redemption. Doubtless the praises of 
men are pleasing in the sight of God, because 
He in whom God is well pleased has taken man 
unto Himself. Still it must ever be a mystery 
to us, how we can honour Him through whom 
alone we can utter words of praise. Let us 
wonder and adore. Let it be sufficient for us 
that He who calls us brethren has taught us 
to say, "Our Father which art in heaven, hal- 
lowed be Thy Name . . . ." Through Him our 
imperfect and ain-defiled praises, if they come 
from the heart, are accepted. 

Let us go on to consider more in detail why it 
is so great a privilege to be allowed to praise God. 

1. And in the first place, from what has been 
already said, we may learn that the service of 
praise is a high and glorious employment, be- 
cause it is oflfered unto our heavenly Father; 
because it is a direct ascribing of honour to 
Him. Other duties, it is true, are acceptable 
in His sight, but they are not so immediately 
offered to Him ; He blesses us in them, but we 
are not so conscious of the blessing, our thoughts 
are fixed upon others, or upon ovxt^^N^'s^. ^xsJs- 
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m praising Him we are brouglit immediately 
into His presence; we speak to Him, and w€ 
think of Him. We then know and feel that 
His eye is upon us. Then all the world is as 
nothing to ns, and we are as nothing to the 
world : we are addressing the Invisible, and are 
carried away from the regions oi sense, and 
living, for a little while, in the heavenly light 
of His spiritual presence. Even of the holiest 
it may then be most truly said, their life is hid 
with Christ in God. He is indeed ever with 
them ; He dwelleth in them, and they in Him. 
But at such times chiefly they are conscious of 
His presence and rejoice in it; and moreover, 
the sacrifice of thanksgiving is a chief means of 
strengthening the spiritual union between Christ 
and His people, and of bringing them more and 
more into conformity with Him. Surely it is an 
unspeakable privilege that we are thus allowed 
to come into our Maker's presence ! it is a pre- 
cious fruit of His heavenly grace, the portion of 
God's regenerate children ; for it is His special 
gift bestowed upon us through Jesus Christ. In 
that holy Name we are permitted to come boldly 
to the throne of grace, not only to find grace and 
help in time of need, but to speak also of the 
might of His maxveWoviia wi\.%, wA\Ri ^aIL of His 
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greatness; to utter with feeble and unworthy 
lips His unspeakable praises. Thus has our 
Redeemer restored to us, in the permission of 
a spiritual worship, the high privilege of com- 
munion with our Maker which Adam lost, when 
driven from the garden in which he had been 
used to hear the voice of the Lord God walking 
in the cool of the evening. Then man spake with 
his Creator face to face ; now he speaks through 
the in-dwelling Spirit, from earth to heaven; 
an unheard communion, for well we know the 
sound of our songs of praise rises not to the 
douds, much less to the throne of Him who 
sitteth above the stars; but yet a real converse, 
for He needeth not the sound of words who 
readeth the thoughts of the heart. 

2. But again, the psalms and hymns of the 
Church on earth are no mere earthly sound; 
they are echoes of a more glorious service ; they 
are feeble types and faint shadows of the cease- 
less songs of the blessed angels, and they have 
some share of their blessedness. We praise Him, 
we acknowledge Him; the earth doth worship 
Him ; but not we only, nor only earth : to Him 
all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the 
powers therein. All holy and glorious beings 
are blessed in this one emplo^me^xiX. \ ^ ^>itA 



esteem it thdr great pnTiIege to be allowed to 
vcHship HiiD that sitteth upon the throne, and 
to adwe the Luub. They cease not day nor 
night; thej aie not weaiy. When the earth 
was made bj the word of God, in the be-. 
ginning, then the moming stars sang together, 
and the sons of God shouted for joy ; nor have 
ther ceased ever since to strike their golden harps 
to His honour, nor wiU they ever weary through- 
out eternity. We too are permitted to unite our 
feeble voices with thdrs; our song of "Holy, 
Holy, Hdy/' does not ascend alone, for con- 
tinually the same threef(dd ascription is ascend- 
ing from the lips of cherubim and seraphim. 

3. Nor let us forget that all our everlasting 
hopes are closely connected with this holy service. 
If ever we attain (through God's niercy) to the 
presence of His glory, our great employment 
throughout eternity will be to sing the praises 
of our Redeemer, and to glorify our heavenly 
Eather with songs of thanksgiving. In the 
wonderful description of the glories of heaven 
revealed to St. John, the praises offered by the 
glorified saints hold a prominent place. " After 
this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which 
no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongaes, ^\fio^ \»fotfe the throne. 
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and before the Lamb, clothed with white, robes, 
and palms in their hands ; and cried with a loud 
voice, saying. Salvation unto our God which 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb .... 
these: are they which came out of great tribula- 
tion, and have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb." And again : 
"I heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of 
many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder : 
and I heard the voice of harpers harping vdth 
their harps : and they sung as it were a new song 
hefore the throne, and before the four beasts, 
and the elders : . . . these are virgins .... these 
were redeemed from among men, being the first- 
fruits unto God: and to the Lamb." Here again 
we see that the holy songs of the Church on 
earth are not earthly : heaven is their end ; they 
are but the beginnings of an eternal worship; 
their home is heaven. While we send up our 
feeble but accepted cry, the angels in heaven 
are uttering a more worthy song ; and' the souls 
of the faithful departed are crying, " How long, 
Lord, holy and true." But a time is coming 
when these varied voices shall be all united in 
one glorious song, when the angels shall stand 
about the elders and four beasts; and all shall 
fall before the throne on their facea^ «cc^d ^^t^^v^ 
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God ; " saying. Amen : Blessing, and glory, and 
wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour, and 
power, and might, be unto our Grod for ever 
and ever. Amen/* 

Oh how blessed will our lot be if we are at 
length permitted to worship with that glorious 
company in the awful presence of the Divine 
Majesty ! Our blessed Saviour has gone thither 
to prepare a place for us, and thither we may go 
if we are faithful and obedient to our Lord while 
He is away. I suppose that we all hope to be 
one day enrolled among the saints, to share their 
happiness, and join their songs of praise. Is it 
likely that our hope will be fulfilled? I have 
mentioned two sorts of duties: plain, homely 
duties, daily obedience, and the service of praise 
and thanksgiving. Well, let us ever bear in mind 
that our first duty is plain, simple, single-hearted 
obedience. We shall never share the angelic 
songs if we are not honestly choosing the good 
and pure, and guiding all our acticms by the rule 
of right and wrong. If pleasant, and disagreeable, 
profitable, and hurtful, are our guides, rather than 
what will please God and save our souls, then 
neither will He accept our worship now, nor have 
we any ground of hope that we may join here- 
after in the chants of t]he ted»exsi^« 
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Bat if we have a good hope that we are living 
by the rale of God's commandments; if, like 
obedient children, we can trust that our heavenly 
Father is leading us upward towards His rest» 
then we may bless His Name that He permits 
us now to learn those notes of praise with which 
we hope to honour Him for ever. He is now 
teaching us by the services of His earthly sanc- 
tuary, to take our part in the Uturgy of heaven. 
Oh let us delight to learn of Him, let us train 
ourselves in His appointed discipline, that we 
may be prepared to worship with angels. 

I will conclude with a few practical lessons to 
be learnt from what I have been saying about 
our services of praise. 

1. We must worship with reverence. Con- 
sider to whom our worship is addressed, even 
to the Almighty Father of all, who declares Him- 
self a consuming fire. Surely if we could but 
realize His awful presence ; if we could but per- 
suade ourselves that He is not far from us, but 
in our very presence, here in His house, listen- 
ing, watching, reading our thoughts, we could 
not worship Him listlessly, thoughtlessly, irre- 
verently ! The holy angels here may teach us a 
lesson: they veil their faces when they approach 
Him, and fall down before Him, ^\x6i \sNaj^j»S?i 
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Him by abasing themselves; while sinful men, 
with all their iniquities, perhaps, upon them, in 
the abjectness of their misery, are careless, bold, 
and irreverent in the presence of the All-pure. 
When we behold the glory of His majesty, then 
surely we shall fall down before Him, and our 
hearts shall tremble with awe ; and if we are not 

. raised up and strengthened by our merciful Sa- 
viour, we shall begin to call upon the mountains 
and rocks to fall upon us, and hide us from 
the overpowering awfulness of His glory ; why, 
then, should we not with godly fear and humble 
reverence approach Him now ? why, except that 
we do not believe Him present, as He says He is? 
2. In the next place we must worship from the 
heart ; for the service of the lips alone is no ser- 
vice to Him. As I said before, it is not the 
sound of our words that ascends to heaven, 
but the earnest wishes and thankful praises of 
the heart. If our hearts are elsewhere, we are 
not really in His house, though our bodies be 
here; nor will such formal services tend at all 
to prepare us for the worship of heaven. The 
mere speaking of good words will not prepare 
us to abide the consuming majesty of His pre- 
sence who dwelleth in the heavens, to which we 

hope to come. 
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3. Consider, again, how grievous is the con- 
Ltion of those persons who take no pleasure in 
le worship of God's house. Angels and arch- 
ngels, and all the company of heaven, have no 
etter joy than to sing the praises of God. 
^his always has been their employment, and 
Iways will be, and they are satisfied with it; 
?^hile we become weary in a few hours of prais- 
Qg Him here, and loathe that pure worship 
rhich is the type of theirs. Nay, for such per- 
ons there is a more solemn thought still. They 
lave no better hope for themselves than to join, 
3r eternity, in the worship of God, and yet they 
now, if they will speak the truth, that it is a 
'^eariness to them at present ; nor are they trying 
3 love it better. They are content to endure 
; as a necessary condition of escape from misery, 
nd to seek their pleasures elsewhere, too glad 
3 be released from the restraints of the Lord's 
ouse, and the Lord's day, to more congenial 
mployments. 

Can we comfort and encourage such persons ? 
fot in their present state. There is a fearful 
anger lest their souls be dead before God ; lest 
be lusts of the world and of the flesh, and the 
ares of life, have hardened their hearts to hea- 
enly things ; and then the holy words of prayer 

Ml 



TWENTIETH SUNDAY AITER TRINITT. 

and praise are but dead words to them. To 
those who are dead, the services of our Church 
are but dead forms ; to those who are living, they 
are living. If we come to Christ with prepared 
hearts, in faith and love, in hope of a better 
service, then the words of worship are instinct 
with hfe, and full of heaven. Oh let us pray God 
to put into our hearts real love of Him and His 
worship ; let us ever pray that we may not he 
consumed by the greatness of His glory here- 
after ; but that, coming from time to time into 
His sacramental presence, and kneeling before 
Him in humility of heart, with holy joy glorify- 
ing and praising His name, we may ever be 
more and more prepared to join in the songs of 
angels and perfected spirits, in the pies^ice of 
His visible glory in heaven. 

4. And, in the last place, how should the 
vision of perfect bliss which here rises before 
us, quicken our hopes, and encourage us to 
perseverance! Now our spiritual services are 
faint and feeble at the best; they are varying 
and uncertain. Sometimes we find in them a 
joy which surpasses all other; but at other 
times our hearts are cold and dead. We may 
mourn over our spiritual dulness ; we may eon- 
iesa it as a sin, (alas, t\i^i\. %\xi ^o\ild find us oat 

Ml 
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ven in these holiest occupations!) and yet we 
iannot rise at all times even to our own measure 
>f thankfulness and praise. But then it will be 
dl changed: then we shall know God even as 
ye are known of Him ; then we shall see our 
Dlessed Saviour as He is; then His love will 
JO thrill through our whole beuig, that any oc- 
cupation which hindered us from his praises 
i¥Ould be painful to our renewed nature. In 
our present imperfect state we often, even when 
engaged in some work for God, find ourselves 
so taken up with the work itself as to forget for 
Whom we labour> and so cease to glorify Him, 
even while we are working in His Name; but 
when this corruptible shall have put on incorrup- 
tion. His glory will be not merely the end, but 
the very hfe and joy, of all our employments; 
80 that it will be as impossible to cease from 
praising Him while following the occupations of 
heaven, as it would be for a man to labour in 
any earthly calling when his heart had ceased to 
beat. And this, I say, should be our great en- 
couragement to a life of thankful praise in thia 
world ; for we begin to praise God now, that we 
may praise Him to all eternity. " I will magnify 
Thee, O God, my King," says the Psalmist ; " I 
will praise Thj Name for ever awd w^x \' ^\s.Sa. 
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Ids hope and confidence : " for ever and 
it was a thought fiill of holy joy ; but tl 
adds, " Ereiy day will I give thanks unto 
"Day by day," his resolution is, "I wi 
thanks unto Thee," because he knew th 
daily thanksgiving was the only true prep: 
for the praises of that eternal day which 
successor: "Every day will I give thank 
Thee, and will praise Thy Name for ev( 
ever." We too are preparing — it is oi 
great hope — for that unchanging day in 
the hearts of the redeemed shall unite tc 
with the angels that never fell, in one unc 
song of pure and perfect praise. Oh ni 
begin it here below, and continue it day l 
with faithful loving hearts ! and then our th 
sei-vices will be indeed a foretaste of the i 
of heaven. 
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Habak. ill. 17, 18. AUJwtighthe fy'tree shall not llos^, 

, «0Mf, wither shall fruit be in the vines ; the labour of 

the oKve shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; 

the flock shall he cut off from the fold, and there shall 

he no herd in the stalls : yet I mil rejoice in the 

' Zord, Iwilijoy in the God of my salvation* 

. " Other men," (said Jesus to His apostles,) — 
" other men have laboured ; and ye have entered^ 
into their labours." And so also do we enter; 
into the labours of the prophets, and enjoy the 
fulness of those blessings of which they spoke; 
seeing that they did not themselves receive their 
fulness of the good things which they foretold, for 
"it was revealed unto them, that not unto them- 
selves, but unto us, they did minister those 
things." Since, then, the writings of the prophets 
were intended thus to minister to \\s» \\. \^ Vw^^^ 

JGnur. m NmwSumb, 4 B » ^^^ • 
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for each one of us to take up for himself the 
burden of that song which Habakkuk spake. 
When we from the heart can sing, " I will joy in 
the Lord, I will rejoice in the God of my salva- 
tion/' there is good hope that we shall also 
hereafter " sing the song of Moses the servant of 
the Lord, and the song of the Lamb before the 
throne of God/' in heaven. They who would 
be joyful through eternity above, must learn to 
be joyful during the few days of their pilgrimage 
upon earth. 

In all ages joy has been the' peculiar inherit- 
ance of God's own people; and in order that 
they might have joy in Him, God poured down 
upon them of old time many outward blessings, 
and gave them good gifts in abundance. Thus 
Adam was at the first placed in Eden, in a para- 
dise, or pleasure-ground, where *' the Lord made 
every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good 
for food to grow." When Isaac blessed Jacob, 
he said, " God give thee of the dew of heaven, 
and fatness of the earth, and plenty of corn and 
wine /* and God gave Jacob the best of the 
cattle of Laban, with whom he served. So also 
when Jacob blessed his son Joseph, he said, 
" The Almighty God shall bless thee with the 
bhsaiDgs of heaven a\^ovQ> Wx^ VA^mu^ of the 
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deep that lieth under, blessings of the breast and 
of the womb." And this was again confirmed 
by Moses, who said of the tribe of Joseph, 
" Blessed of the Lord be his land for the pre- 
cious things of heaven ; for the dew and for the 
deep, for the precious fruits brought forth by the 
8un, and for the precious things of the earth and 
of the fulness thereof/' And again, of all Israel 
he said, "The eternal God is thy refuge, and 
beneath are the everlasting arms : the fountain 
of Jacob shall be upon a land of corn and wine, 
and also his heavens shall drop down dew/' 
And, " The Lord thy God bringeth thee into a 
good land, a land of brooks of water, of foun- 
tains and depths that spring out of valleys and 
hills ; a land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and 
fig-trees, and pomegranates ; a land of oil-olive, 
and honey ; a land wherein thou shalt eat bread 
without scarceness, thou shalt not lack any thing 
in it/* " It is a land which the Lord thy God 
careth for ; the eyes of the Lord thy God are 
always upon it, from the beginning of the year 
unto the end of the year/' Indeed, it would be 
long to recount all the blessings of earth which 
God promised to give unto Israel in order that 
they might thank Him, and be joyful in Him, 
and praise His holy Name; b\es^m^^Nq\ivi2cL^'e«i 

Abv. m NMwaMMua, 4 B 2 ^^ 
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abundaiitly fdlfilled in the reign of King Solo- 
mon, when Solomon had peace on all sides 
around him, ** and Judah and Israel dwelt safely, 
every man under his vine and under his fig-tree, 
from Dan even to Beer^ba, all the days of 
Solomon/' 

Xow, perhaps, brethren, we think that if we 
were thus abundantly blessed in all that we put 
our hands unto, we should find it easier than we 
now do "to rejoice in the Lord always," but, 
indeed, the truth is far otherwise. Do we not 
find that, throughout the Old Testament history, 
the things which should have been for the wealth 
of God's people. became unto them an occasion 
of falling, and the fulness of their table was a 
snare unto them ; so that when He fed them to 
the full, they assembled themselves together for 
all kinds of wickedness, until His wrath was 
kindled against them, and He made their " fruit- 
ful land to be barren for the wickedness of them 
that dwelt therein," so that their rich abundance 
ended in mourning instead of rejoicing; the 
voice of lamentation and woe was heard instead 
of songs of joy ; for they forgat God their Sa- 
viour, who had done so great things for them. 

And are we better than they ? Are we sure 
fra should not bring doviu on ourselves more 
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sorrow,' if we had more outward means of re- 
joicing ? But, even if it were otherwise, — if men 
would continue to enjoy abundant earthly bless- 
ings without abusing them, if fulness of bread 
did not turn the heart away from God, yet even 
then how could it be known, in the midst of all 
these good things, whether men were loving 
these things or God Himself? whether they re- 
joiced in the creature or in their Creator ? 
- Do not we ourselves feel hurt when a friend 
thinks more about the value of the present we 
make him, than about our love which led us to 
give it to him ? and shall the Giver of all good 
gifts be pleased when men rejoice so much in 
the things given, that they have not time to 
think of Him w^ho gave them ? 

This was the very accusation which Satan 
brought against Job, saying, " Doth Job fear 
God for nought ? Hast Thou not made an hedge 
about him, and about all that he hath on every 
side ?" And for this reason God permitted Satan 
to take away from Job all outward blessings, — his 
.servants, his cattle, and his children ; and then, 
when Job said, " The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away ; blessed be the Name of the 
iLord ;" it was seen where his hopes were built, 
it was ma^de manifest that JoVa'^o^\^sA\i^^^*N^ 
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the Lord always. And as God proved Job, so 

did He also ever prove His other chosen servants, 

even in the midst of the prosperity of His people ; 

leading them one by one through fire and water, 

till they could cry out from the heart, " Though 

He slay me, yet will I trust in Him." Therefore 

also, when the time of the promise drew near, and 

the desire of all nations was about to come, God 

revealed more and more clearly to men what 

was the joy which He should bring with Him; 

He taught men what true rejoicing in Him 

would be. And accordingly when Habakkuk 

(from whom this morning's first Lesson is taken), 

prophesied about six hundred years before the 

coming of Christ, after he had spoken of the 

terror of God's majesty, and of His judgments 

upon the ungodly, he ended his prophecy by 

professing his own sure trust in God, and his 

rejoicing in Him ; for that, though all outward 

blessings were withdrawn, though God should 

take away His gifts, yet God would still Himself 

remain, to be an overflowing well-spring and 

fountain of joy to all that put their trust in Him: 

" Although the fig-tree shall not blossom, neither 

shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the 

olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; 

the flock shall be cut oS ^vom \Jck^ fcVd, and there 

np 
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shall be no herd in the stalls : yet I will rejoice 
in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my sal- 
vation/' 

Yes/ brethren, this is Gospel joy; this the 
inheritance of the children of God ; proclaimed 
by the prophets of old time, published by^her 
who (in the name of the whole Church), sung, 
" My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit 
hath rejoiced in God my Saviour ;" and proved 
by all the saints of God in their several genera- 
tions. Yes, beloved, this is your portion also ; 
only do ye rise and claim your heritage. For 
this very purpose does God at times send you 
heavy trials ; He withholds the blessings of earth, 
or He takes away from you the desire of your 
eyes, even those whom you love as your own 
soul, that so you may the more find all your joy 
in the Lord, and the more rejoice in the God of 
your salvation. In this most especially is seen 
the difference between man's wisdom and the 
teaching of God's Spirit. Man at the best can 
only teach resignation in suffering: "It must 
be," say they, " therefore you need not struggle 
against it : you cannot escape from sorrow ; bide 
your time, and grief will wear away." 

Miserable comforters are ye all, ye sons of 
men, who can speak nothing \ifeW.^t >Jttasv ^i«»i 
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** wisdom of the world 1" But not so speak those 
who are taught of God* " My brethren, count 
it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations." 
" Inasmuch as ye are partakers of the sufferings 
of Christ, rejoice, that when His glory shall be 
tevftled, ye may be glad also with exceeding 
joy." These are the words of men who had 
themselves "rejoiced that they were counted 
worthy to suffer shame for His Name sake." 

Yea, who would not rejoice to be made like 
his Captain, and his King ? like his elder Bro- 
ther, and his Saviour ? If we be stripped of our 
raiment, as Jesus was before He was crucified, 
ought we not even then to be glad in the Lord ? If 
We are for a time deprived of the sense of God's 
love and favour towards us, even then ought we 
not to rejoice in God our Saviour, for that the 
Lord hath made us like to Him, who upon the 
Cross cried out, " My God, My God, why hast 
Thou forsaken me?" The Christian joys and 
rejoices in the Lord, not because he has no heavy 
trials, nor because he does noifeel his trials, for 
he has the most tender heart, and grief and sor- 
l-ow pierce him to the very quick ; but he re- 
joices because he is upheld in his suffering, 
because his very anguish is a token to him that 
God is still the God ot \v\^ ^^n^i^aovv. 
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Remember, however, that we need not keep 
this precious comfort stored up for great trials, 
which come but seldom in our lives : even those 
whose lives run on most smoothly have many 
inward cares and sorrows ; and the oil of this 
joy of looking unto God, the more it is drawn 
forth, the more it still will run, hke the widow's 
oil, which EUsha multiplied ; this oil of gladness 
will at all times smooth the surface of the waters,^ 
80 that they break not over us and sink us, 
though the waves swell high, and the sea works 
and is tempestuous. 

Ask yourselves then, brethren, whether you 
ever have joy in the Lord in your hearts? for 
joy is something real and sensible, and you car* 
not easily be mistaken about it. Or are you 
contented to live on with joyless hearts, driving 
away sorrow as far as you can, and forgetting 
your griefs, drowning them in cares or in plea- 
sures ; but still having no happiness within, no 
gladness, no lifting up of the heart, no foretastes 
of deeper joys to come ? In hours of silence or 
of solitude, can you be happy ? Can you with 
Isaac walk alone in the fields in the evening, 
and meditate on God's mercy ? Can you sit 
still in silent thought upon God's gracious ways 
till your hearts overflow wittv ^o^*^ lii^ "^^^ 
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find a ml {deasore in going over in thought the 
life of our Smrionr upon earth ; in dwelling on the 
lii|^)in^ €^ hdng with Him for ever in heaven ? 
Is the ranembruioe of those who have fallen asleep 
in Jesus pleasant to your soul ; or do you drive 
far away all that tells of heaven and hell, of death 
and judgment ? Brethren, if these things of God, 
of religion, oi your own souls, are dull, heavy sub- 
jiects to you; if you are willing to hear them 
spoken of now and then in church, but find no 
satisfaction in calling them to mind at other 
times ; if you do not Joy in that which tells you 
of the presence of the Lord, and do not rejoice in 
the salvation of God, — then be sure you are not 
fit to die ; you are not preparing yourselves to 
enter into the joy of your Lord ; you have not on 
a glad weddinff garment ; beware, lest if the King 
should come in, ye be cast into outer darkness. 
Are we not wont to think it a small thing, 
whether we have any joy of the Spirit in this 
life? fiut indeed it is not so; scarce any one 
precept is more frequently repeated than that, 
" Rejoice in the Lord alway : and again I say. 
Rejoice." And does not nature teach us the same 
lesson, that the spiritual life, if it be really life, 
must have some joy in it ? Look at little children 
JD health, how glad ttiej «t^\ look at the lambs, 
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how these also skip and play, for no other reason 
than for the joy of their hearts ; these have life 
in its full freshness, and nothing to mar it, and 
so the very feeling of life makes them rejoice. 
Oh ! that we, to whom has been given the life of 
the Spirit, had some portion of their gladness, 
that our hearts also might leap for joy. 

Who does not know what fresh life and vigour 
is given to those who ascend high mountains? 
Though they be before in good health, yet then 
they seem to acquire a new existence ; they feel as 
if relieved from a heavy burden ; when they come 
down again into the low country, their languor 
returns ; and when they once more ascend, their 
spirits again revive under the influence of the 
pure and clear air. 

Thus do travellers write when they cross high 
ranges of hills ; but would not such words be 
equally true if they were spoken as an allegory of 
those who leave the low level of the world which 
lieth in wickedness, and seek to mount upwards 
towards the heavenly Sion, and feel their languor 
or heaviness return whensoever they fall back into 
the ways of the world, even though they commit 
no open or notorious sin? Yes, the air of that 
" hill-country" is pure and invigorating ; it gives 
new life to those who pass tViiovx^ \\»^ ^ \&^ ^ 
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rejoicing, and of gladness of sonl, — " even the 
lame man shall there leap as an hart/' We most 
not indeed imagine that this joy in leading a real 
Christian life is to be found in all persons in an 
equal degree. Like other good gifts, " God 
giveth it severally to every man as He will." 
Some persons are naturally of a more sad and 
heavy constitution of mind; some suifer from 
diseases of the body, which wear away the spirits 
and make men sad in spite of all things; on 
some the hand of the Lord hath pressed heavily, 
so that all joy is darkened. " Call me not Naomi, 
that is to say. Pleasant; but call me Mara, 
that is, Bitter ; for the Almighty hath dealt very 
bitterly with me," is the voice of many a Christian 
heart ; and above all, the remembrance of past 
sins and wasted talents must at times bring 
a gloom even over hira whose sins are forgiven, 
and who is walking w^th God cheerfully and 
acceptably. But still, though these things may 
darken, they must not destroy our rejoicing in the 
Lord, who hath dealt so lovingly with us. Dark 
clouds may come over the earth, and hide the 
sun's brightness, but still the sun is behind the 
clouds, ready to burst through if an opening is 
made ; and he does give some light, even through 
ihe clouds ; so tbat «l d\]S\ di^^ \% n^\^ different 
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from night. So in the spuitual world ; the Sun 
of righteousness will ever give some light and 
gladness to the children of the day; brighter 
than gold and silver are the edges of those 
clouds which hide this Sun; the waves of 
trouble shall but speed those upon their way in 
whose hearts is shed abroad the joy of the Holy 
Ghost. 

He who will serve the Lord acceptably, must 
serve Him with gladness ; the priests upon whom 
was the anointing oil, and who went in before 
the Lord, might not uncover their head nor rend 
their clothes in sorrow. If we would draw near 
unto the Lord, we must have a wiUing and a 
joyful heart ; there must be at least a seed of joy 
\rithin us, and that a live seed, sprouting forth 
into the blade, though kept back it may be, in 
some cases, by wintry winds, so that it cannot 
yet put forth into ear. The full ripe fruit can 
only be in heaven. 

; Thus, then, a Christian Kfe does not encourage 
a gloomy, sour, melancholy spirit; yea, such a tem- 
per is quite contrary to it : such an one as this 
has not the wedding garment of Christ ; he de- 
ceives himself if he imagines that he is clothed 
vith His righteousness, for one of the first of the. 
fruits of His Spirit is joy. But a^\w, ^^^^'^xjk:^. 
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moroseness is altogether forbidden to Christians, 
80 also it is a bad sign in the spiritual life when 
men are so taken up with some pleasure of earth 
which is to come at some future day, that they 
have no patience to wait, no care for, or enjoy* 
ment of, the present time. Have you not read 
the words which Moses spake unto the children 
of Israel, as to their punishment if they forsook 
the Lord? "In^ the morning thou shalt say, 
Would God it were even ! and at even thoa 
shalt say. Would God it were morning !" What 
utter misery is here; yet how near do those 
bring themselves to its likeness, who cannot 
attend to the duties of their daily life, because 
they are wishing that to-day were gone, and 
to-morrow, and the next day; and that such 
and such a day were come in which they hope to 
find their pleasure ! It is well to enjoy such re- 
freshments of the toils of life, when they come ; 
we should use them with thankfulness, for they 
are God's gifts; and our minds need rest and 
change as well as our bodies. Only let us not 
be like children, who will watch to escape from 
the arms of a loving parent in order to reach 
their toys, because they know not the depths of 
that mother's love, and the blessings which she is 
calling down upon their heads. And truly, when 
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we give up our waking and our sleeping thoughts 
to joys of earth, we cannot have much of hea- 
venly joy within; those who so eagerly pursue 
the toys of earth feel not the depth and blessed^ 
ness of their heavenly Father's love. 

But, in conclusion, where shall we now seek 
this joy which ends in joy everlasting ? Remem* 
ber the prophet's words, and follow them. Be- 
ware, above all things, that ye seek not for joy in 
any works of your own ; you must seek to do 
God's will, and strive to have a conscience void 
of offence towards God and towards man ; you 
must joyfully thank Him when He enables you 
to do what is pleasing in His sight, (for this is a 
token and fruit of His love) ; but rest not in 
these things, let not your rejoicing be in any 
good thing done by you or in you, else will it 
return in tenfold sorrow upon your head. " Let 
the Lord rejoice over thee," but rejoice not thou 
in thyself; seek not to do good in order that 
thou mayest hereafter rejoice in thine own good 
works, but seek the Lord and His face evermore ; 
here you shall find matter enough for the joy of 
a whole life. Hath not our God given to us great 
promises?* In these we may rejoice, though it 
be with fear, lest we shall fall short of His hea- 
venly rest. 



* 3e Ijuzd. IiauL ijom .^esc 'inn^ Ssr us it 

.a ^ 13£ 3:1 ^aciL .Tresfte^ :q iif (smcenmig 
"yrrrgftf jul mat innTiRffB : jl laL dndc Hi? batk 
ume a :iir r.yacnir. juutuMusbzE^ omE Dscionp^ 

Has JT ^ronorc la iix yar ~ia^ in: aa£[CT, sod 

2MXL 'Q la. lie ±iB> ioe^ "iasm^ iSL maxL Jak 

sfifi^T VmT^ -B^^iiy ^^' i iiB w ^ - ::&& jBomiraf tfaeoEfC 

^naiT -air ijjfi- ' faf>- Ti^rbt^ soUL viekt mi ZDBlfc ; Ac 

iccx skul la 3IC if ^Dnt dK ffiiif, aod Aoe 
i&ail lie iQ jesit in :iK^ ^ads: jetwflL wei^aioe 
in 'iie Lard, we wuLjof in tJHr God of aar sdf>- 
txnn/' nu£ *iiezi^ mien God our Sapioar dbfl 
roneas; we sudl joy^ anii cepiice &efinR Hioi fa 
a^er, in thoc lood wfaens the txoe of £& bem 
tvre&re mgnnfr of frnii^ sni jisidetiL hat fruit 
^^Tj mnntk; Sir to bmi t^ofe oiuLcuuetik wiD. 
Jf»Mfi ^ve tn est of t^ txee of Ii&» wUdi is in 
Au^ midbt of t&e FaxsuCae of God. 
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THB FBAISES OF WISDOM. 

Paov. iii. 13 — 18. Happy is the man thatjindeth wiS' 
dom, and the man that getieth understanding. For 
the m^chandizel}/ it is better than the merchandize of 
silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. She is 
more precious than rubies: and all the things thou 
canst desire are not to be compared unto her, Zength 
of days is in her right hand ; and in her left hand 
riches and honour. Her ways are ways of pleasant- 
ness, and all her paths are peace. She is a tree of life 
to them that lay hold upon her : and happy is every 
one that retaineth her. 

Religion has her boast, as well as the world. 
She speaks her own praises, and tells her own 
value. Religious men indeed are humble and 
retiring. They will not vaunt themselves, nor 
speak of their own goodness, and yet they w^ill 
glory in that good part which God has enabled 
them to choose. Men of this world glory in their 
wisdom ; they lean on their own understandings ; 
they are wise in tlieir own eyes ; they are noble, 
or high-spirited, or awake to ttveit ov^wYo\fcx^'^\J^% 
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they possess many really admirable qualities, and 
glory in them, as well as in others which are no 
subject for self-approval, and they despise those 
who are quiet and retiring, and ready to forego 
present advantages. Comparing themselves with 
the poor, the feeble, and the mourners, the ma- 
jority of religious people, "They boast them- 
selves in their riches, and strengthen themselves 
in their wickedness." They say, " We are they 
that ought to speak, who is Lord over us?" 
Well, the poorest and most despised of God's 
children need not be afraid to meet them on this 
ground. He may boldly say, "We are not 
ashamed to speak of our portion before the 
world. We hear the boastings of the men of 
this world, we listen to their praises of manli- 
ness, courage, freedom, glory, riches, and plea- 
sure, and grant their value ; yet we are not afraid 
to bring forward our little store of hopes and 
foretastes, and quiet confidence, mixed up with 
pur poor little prayers, watchings, sorrows, and 
fears. And we say with all boldness, and calm- 
ness of unshaken confidence, One spark of hea- 
venly wisdom is worth all your treasures. You 
boast yourselves, we distrust ourselves. You 
enjoy, we hope; you are merry and bold, we 
tear. You would not atoo^ to receive favours^ 
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;h less to ask them; we humbly accept all 
; we have as a, free gift, and give thanks for 
you are honourable, we are despised. And 
we are quite satisfied with our portion. We 
not envy you ; we would not change ; nay, 
•e, we tell you that your portion is nothing 
th ; we tell you that you are living for nothing, 
that it had been better for you never to have 
n born, than that you should remain satisfied 
[i the portion you have chosen. And out of 
•e kindness and earnestness of desire for your 
fare, we ask you to give up the portion which 
vorldly men you most highly value, and to get 
venly wisdom." And religious men may well 
ik with confidence on this behalf, for they know 
t^there is a traitor in the enemy's camp ; they 
►w that after all worldly men distrust their 
1 position, and in their inmost heart suspect 
t religious men have the best of it. It is com- 
ply said that good men have a traitor within 
m, a natural inclination for present enjoy- 
it ; and this is true : it is only by his being 
e to himself that a Christian can ever be in- 
jd by Satan. Satan cannot enter unless he 
Is an ally in the lusts of the flesh and of the 
id. But then, on the other hand, it is equally 
3 that wicked men have that w\l\mv\k'ev£L^VS^^ 
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answers to the voice of truth, and tells them it is 
truth. Inclination in good men tempts thein to 
listen to the world ; but conscience in all men 
responds to the voice of heavenly wisdom. 

Then let religion boast herself a little ; let her 
tell her own praises ; and you, my brethren, while 
you listen, if the lower part of your nature turns 
away, yet hear the voice of your conscience, which 
is supreme in your soul; let conscience, which 
alone speaks truth in your heart, respond to the 
lessons of wisdom. Obey the voice of your 
conscience, and follow her guidance, for she is 
your inward ruler and guide, nay, she is the 
secret voice of God*s Holy Spirit within you. 

And what is that wisdom of which so great 
things are spoken ? " The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom," the love of God is the end 
and perfection of wisdom ; and obedience to His 
commands fills up what lies between. Shall I 
say it again ? We must begin with fear, we must 
go on to obedience, we must be made perfect in 
love. This is the course of the Spirit of God ; 
this is the path by which He leads us to the 
throne of God. By fear He drives us back from 
sin and death ; by obedience He invigorates and 
nourishes that piercing faith which looks through 
the visible good things of this world, and sees 
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God in Christ ever present behind the veil which 
hides Him from our natural sight, but does not 
separate Him from our souls; and by love He 
makes us one with Him who is Himself the 
wisdom and the power of God. Hence we may 
say, in other words, that to have true wisdom is 
to dwell in Christ, and to have Him dwelling in 
us. To live wisely is so to live that He will live 
in us, strengthening us to act in a wise and holy 
manner (as we will) by His Spirit, approving our 
actions, acknowledging the likeness of His own 
hfe in them, and accepting them for His own 
sake. 

This is that holy wisdom which the Bible 
praises : it is to choose the right and refuse 
the wrong; it is to desire the favour of God, 
rather than all that earth or heaven could give 
without His favour; it is to have the mind of 
Christ, to love the poor, to do good io the 
afflicted, as unto Him ; to deny ourselves present 
pleasure for the sake of happiness hereafter ; to 
take up our cross and follow Christ; to sell all that 
we have, that we may inherit eternal life. They 
who so live, live wisely ; to them wisdom opens 
her stores, and pours out her bounty, and to all 
she holds out promises of similar benefits : ''Wis- 
dom hath builded her house \ she Uaik k^Asii. 
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her beasts; she Imth mingled her wine ; shehaCh 
also furnished her table. She hath sent forth 
her maidens ; she crieth npon the highest places 
o( the city. Whoso is simple, let him torn in 
hither : as for him that wanteth understanding, 
she saith to him. Come, eat of my bread, and 
drink of the wine which I have mingled. For- 
sake the foolish, and hre ; and go in the way of 
understanding." See you how wisdom glories 
in her riches ! She has a house of her owd, a 
holy home, the Church ; she has meat for the sa- 
crifice, and wine, a well-furnished table, plenty of 
servants, and room for all, — no poverty, no mean- 
ness, no lack of any good thing, — ^bread for the 
hungry, wine for the thirsty, medicine for the sick, 
rest for the weary, home. Mends, kindred, and 
servants for the houseless wanderer. This is what 
wisdom is in herself; this is what wisdom is in 
Christ; and this is the portion of which all those 
partake who live wisely. " Of His fulness have 
all we received, and grace for grace/' 

" Doth not wisdom cry ? and understanding 
put forth her voice ? . . . She crieth at the gates 
at the entry of the city, and the coming in at 
tke doors. Unto you, O men, I call ; and my 

eis to the sons of men. O ye simple, under- 
wifdom : and, ye fools, be ^e of an under- 
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rtanding heart. Heat, for I will speak of ex- 
cellent things ; and the opening of my lips shall 
be right things ! . . . I love them that love 
me ; find those that seek me early shall find me. 
. . . Riches and honour are with me ; yea, durable 
riches and righteousness. My fruit is better than 
gold, yea, than fine gold ; and my revenue than 
choice silver. I lead in the way of righteousness, 
in the midst of the paths of judgment : that I 
may cause those that love me to inherit sub- 
stance; and I will fill their treasures.'* Here 
you see that wisdom does not keep her riches 
to herself, but pours thetn out on those who 
love her ; what she is herself, that she makes her 
children. Christ communicates His own good- 
ness to those who believe on Him ; and from be- 
ing mortal, those who learn wisdom from Him 
become immortal, as the wise man tells us of 
himself : " I myself also am a mortal man, like 
to all, and the offspring of him that was first 
made of the earth, . . . And when I was born, I 
drew in the common air, and fell upon the earth 
which is of like nature, and the first voice I uttered 
was crjring, as others do. I was nursed in swad- 
dling clothes and with care ... for all men have 
one entrance into life, and the like going out." So 
far, then, we are all alike ; whetlc^et k\w^,^Tsfc^^^ 
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merchants, farmers, labourers, slaves, saints or 
sinners ; all are born alike, and die after the same 
fashion : wherein then does the saint differ from 
the slave of sin ? How does the wise man differ 
from the fool ? In the free choice which he makes 
of a portion. For thus the wise man tells of 
himself: "Therefore I prayed, and understand- 
ing was given me ; I called upon God, and the 
spirit of wisdom came to me. ... I loved her 
above health and beauty, and chose to have her 
instead of light : for the light that cometh from 
her never goeth out ... for she is a treasure 
unto men that never faileth; which they that 
use become the friends of God .... For God 
loveth none but him that dvvelleth with wis- 
dom.'' 

And now let us choose out one or two points 
in which heavenly wisdom differs from earthly, 
and is superior to it. 

There are two more prominent than others. 
One is the favour of God, which rests upon those 
who live wisely ; the other is, that the rewards of 
heavenly wisdom are ever enduring. 

Let us dwell awhile upon the latter. The man 
of this world says, " Soul, thou hast much goods 
laid up for many years ; take thine ease, eat, drink, 
and be merry ;" but Almighty God answers him, 

«f9 
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'Thou fool, this night shall thy soul be required 
of thee, and then whose shall those things be 
which thou hast provided ? So is he that layeth 
up treasure for himself and is not rich towards 
God." Of what avail, then, is it that men should 
boast themselves of any good things in this world ? 
what can be more foolish than to say, " I am rich 
and increased in goods, and have need of no- 
thing," when any accident may at any moment 
take away what we trust in ? One man boasts 
of his money; and the failure of his banker 
may make him miserably poor in a single day. 
Another boasts of his cleverness and knowledge ; 
and a three days' fever, or a slight wound on the 
head, may make him no better than an idiot. 
Another man boasts of his great strength ; and 
a fall from his horse or a wheel passing over him 
may make him a cripple for life. The most 
trifling accident in the world may make a worldly 
man miserable, whatever his happiness consist 
in. His life, health, strength, beauty, powers, 
loves, hopes, are more frail than the flowers of 
the field: "In the morning it is green and 
groweth up : in the evening it is cut down, 
dried up and withered." It is as if a man had 
taken possession of an estate one day, who had 
next day to dispute possession with a number of 
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other claimants, some one of whom was almost 
sure to take it from him. No one would dream of 
calling such a person a rich man ! not even his hest 
friends would congratulate him on his possessions. 
Yet this is no exaggerated type of the man whose 
portion is in this life. It is not ten or twenty ene- 
mies that he has to fear, but ten thousand ; each 
one of whom has power to rob him of his posses- 
sions. Yes, he knows it well enough; let his 
boasting have the very best foundation it can 
have in this world, and a day's sickness or a fit of 
low spirits vnll turn it into shame and confusion. 
But are the good things of heavenly wisdom 
as frail as this ? Are they like a mist that melts 
away before the noontide heat ? Is true wisdom 
like a phantom-light, that vanishes away while 
we look upon it? No, "she is niore beautiful 
than the sun, and above all the order of the 
stars: being compared with the light, she is 
found before it. For after this cometh night, but 
vice shall not prevail against wisdom." And why 
are we so sm-e that the good man's portion can- 
not be taken from him? Why will it never fade 
away, but ever grow and brighten? Because 
the good man's happiness consists in the favour 
of God. Thus you see those two distinguishing 
features of heavenly wisdom which I mentioned 
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blend into one. The light which beams from 
wisdom never goeth out, and for this reason, — 
because it is a pure ray from the source of ever- 
lasting light. The calm peace, the holy hope, 
the foretaste of joy, which form the good man's 
present portion, are as it were the breath of 
God's favour, ever inspiring him with new and 
purer life: as when our risen Saviour stood among 
His twelve disciples and breathed on them, 
and said, " Receive ye the Holy Ghost ;" and 
again, " Peace be unto you.'* This then is why 
the treasures of wisdom are not fleeting, — they 
do not depend upon any outward circumstances ; 
they depend upon God. No enemy can take 
away our birthright from us. While we cling 
to it, it will stay with us, — through sorrow, 
through sickness, through pain, through death. 
For through all these troubles God our Saviour 
is with us ; and in Him are hid all the treasures 
of wisdom. He is the storehouse of our joys 
and hopes, and the dispenser of them also. — 
When we lie on the bed of sickness. He stands 
by us ; when friends forsake us, He comes nearer 
and shews Himself more plainly ; and when- \ye 
are weary and in want, He walks beside us on 
our lonely path, and makes Himself known in 
breaking of bread. 
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And now, my brethren, let us sum up our 
thoughts to-day hi the words of our blessed 
Saviour ; and let us lay them to heart, adopting 
them as the rule of our lives : — " Whosoever 
heareth these sayings of Mine, and doeth them, 
I will liken him unto a wise man, which built 
his house upon a rock : and the rain de- 
scended, and the floods came, and the winds 
blew, and beat upon that house, and it fell 
not; for it was founded upon a rock. And 
every one that heareth these sayings of Mine, 
and doeth them not, shall be likened unto 
a foolish man, which built his house upon the 
sand: and the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 
house, and it fell ; and great was the fall of it." 

Obedience is the path that leads to perfect 
wisdom. Happy is he, who finding wisdom, be- 
gins to walk her paths ; but thrice happy is he 
who perseveres; for "she is a tree of life to 
them that lay hold upon her; and happy — for 
ever — ^is every one that retaineth her." 
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S^ermonsi for tlje QHni&tim ^eassoitss* 

. TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 
THE GOTBENMENT Or THE TONGUE. 



Pbov. xi. 12, 13. He that is void of wisdom despiseth 
his neighbour : but a man of understanding holdeth his 
peace, A talebearer revealeth secrets : hut ho that is of 
a faithful spirit concealeth the matter. 

Every thoughtful reader of the Book of Pro- 
verbs must have been struck w^ith the many pre- 
cepts vrhich it contains respecting our w^ords and 
conversation, and the use and sins of the tongue. 
And at first sight it might appear as if these pre- 
cepts were put in (as many parts of the Book of 
Proverbs seem on a first careless glance to be) 
rather as hints for the wise and prudent conduct 
of our life, viewed with reference only to this 
world, than as divine precepts, bearing directly 
on our duty to God, and on our hopes of eternal 
life. But a most considerate study of this sacred 
Book will open to us far deeper and higher views 
of the real meaning and bearing both of its pre- 
cepts and its promises ; we sViaW co\x\fe Vic^ x^sA^^- 
.SMMM.ra. NMwSMRiBa, 4 D '^^"^ 
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stand that life and death, deliverance, health, t 
day of wrath, which are so often mentioned, i 
all to be understood, not of this life and this wo] 
only, but of the true life of the soul, here a 
hereafter, and of the true unseen spiritual wor 
which are fully revealed to us in the Gosp 
The Law was a shadow of good things to cod 
— and so all that we read of in the Old Tes 
ment of this kind, what seem to be threatenin 
and promises belonging to this life and this woi 
only, are to be understood as figuring the 
great realities that belong to another. 

And the importance of the right use of t 
tongue, with respect to our highest interest, o 
spiritual life, and our eternal welfare, is ma 
quite clear in the Gospel. It is very remarkal 
to observe how the Wisdom of God, speaki 
through Solomon, uttered truths which the W 
dom of God, even His Eternal Son, expressed mc 
forcibly and decidedly; and so set His seal 
the great principle of our being under the m( 
serious responsibility in regard to our word 
whilst the Book of Proverbs points out in t 
most practical and improving way, how we oug 
to guide ourselves in conversation. It is o 
Blessed Lord Himself who says, " By thy wor 
thou shah be justi&ed, «iTid b^ ih^ words tb 
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lit be condemned;" and, ''Every idle word 
it men shall speak, they shall give account 
reof in the Day of Judgment." And His 
)stle St. James gives this most serious warn- 
;, a warning most necessary to all who might 
;ard themselves, or be regarded by others, as 
igious 'people : '* If any man among you seem 
be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but 
jeiveth his own heart, that man's religion is 
n." Think, my brethren, what it is which 
;se words put before us; to have to give an 
:ount of all our words to the all-searching 
dge at the last day, to be acquitted or con- 
Dued according to them ; and then, when it 
too late to make a change, to find that we have 
in deceiving ourselves, and that the religion 
which we have been trusting, as if we were 
e children of God and His faithful servants, 
J been vain, has been a mere shadow and an 
real thing. 

If, then, any one would escape this dreadful 
I, this self-deceit now and ruin hereafter, let 
n not pass hghtly over the many precepts re- 
acting the tongue, which occur in the sacred 
Dk which we read every Sunday as the first 
sons at this season. It has been a useful and 
\fywg practice of some pious C\im\Aaxv^ \«k ^^"^^ 
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a verse or two of the Proverbs every day, as a 
guide to their conduct in the world, and in con- 
versation with others. Let us do so, under a 
deep sense of the important bearing of its words 
on our eternal well-being. 

It would seem, indeed, as if what is most 
wanted among Christians generally, is a real sense 
and consideration of the importance of their 
words. The common fault amongst those who 
are at all rightly disposed is simply carelessness 
and thoughtlessness about their talking. I put 
aside, of course, such evident sins as swearing, 
abusive language, unclean words and talking, 
and the saying what is untrue, knowing it to be 
untrue. These are so plainly sins, that persons 
who at all " seem to be religious," unless their 
consciences are quite darkened, cannot indulge 
in them without knowing it. What we have 
need to guard such persons against is careless- 
ness in their talking, which leads them to waste 
their own time and that of others by mere use- 
less talk, not at all considering that conversa- 
tion, without being on grave, and what are called 
religious subjects, may yet be improving, and, it 
may be, edifying. Or, again, (which is worse than 
mere waste of time, but is very likely to follow 
from inconsiderate taWdw^;^ XJc^a ^^.^^^ things 
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which you are not sure are true, exaggerating 
them, representing them [unfairly, and in your 
own way of viewing them'; not as they are really, 
and as they are seen to be by the eye of Al- 
mighty God ; and again, evil-speaking, telling 
tales, revealing secrets (of which the text speaks), 
repeating what may be quite true, but what is 
injurious to others, what hurts their good charac- 
ter, or may make mischief, and separate friends ; 
all these are faults which people are very apt to 
fall into almost without knowing it, merely from 
talking without consideration. 

Let a person only remember this before he 
goes into the company of others, and from time 
to time when he is in company, or any ways 
thrown into society and conversation with them ; 
let him recal to mind some text of Scripture which 
may make him think that God hears what he is 
saying, and that all that he says he shall have 
to give account of. This need not make any 
one over-scrupulous, or stiff and restrained in 
society, but only careful to avoid what is wrong, 
and studious to turn his conversation towards 
what is good and useful. And there are a few 
hints which may be of service to any one who 
wishes to do right in this respect. 
^ The first is, to be occasiouaily «\kv!A.\ \sv ^\^^rxl 
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to check onr disposition to be always talking, and 
to recollect ourselves, that we may not be hurried 
away by excitement and lose om* self-commaud. 
Besides, it is well to let others speak, and not to 
speak ourselves, unless we have something to say 
which may be useful or pleasing to others. " A 
man of understanding" (the text says) "holdeth 
his peace," and there is nothing on the subject 
of our speech so often repeated in the Book of 
Proverbs as this, that fools will be always talk- 
ing, and that the wise man keeps silence. There 
is a time to keep silence, and there is a time to 
speak. Indeed, the frequent inculcation of the 
wisdom of keeping silence, which we find in 
holy Scripture, is repeated by all those who have 
thought and written best about the rules of re- 
ligious life ; such, for instance, is the simple ad- 
vice of Bishop Wilson : " Accustom yourself to 
silence, if you would learn to govern your 
tongue." 

Another good rule is to be considerate in en- 
deavouring to turn our conversation to useful 
subjects. Of course one use of conversation is 
to refresh ourselves, and for relaxation, and there- 
fore it is by no means necessary that we should 
always be speaking on grave subjects, or such as 
require much applicaVvoti oi mwdi \ \i^ S^ \s. o^vta 
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easy to talk on points in which we may do good 
to others or receive good from them, which at the 
same time it will be a refreshment to us to talk 
of. It is a great mistake to suppose that reli- 
gious conversation is conversation on subjects 
connected with religion. Indeed, very often such 
conversation is the least religious ; if, that is, it 
should be conducted in a harsh, controversial, 
contentious spirit; or, again, with any affecta- 
tion, or putting on a tone and feelings which are 
not real and genuine. Indeed it is most dan- 
gerous to speak on such subjects, lest we speak 
of them in a wrong disposition, or a wrong time, 
or when persons are not likely to be the better 
for them. Our conversation, St. Paul teaches, 
should be seasoned with a religious spirit, as it 
were with salt, which affects the whole, but of 
the presence of which we are scarcely conscious. 

But, thirdly, let us lay down this rule strictly, 
that we avoid what w^e feel to be wrong in our 
conversation ; whether our conversation be useful 
to others or not, let us at all events take care 
that it does them no harm; that it stimulates 
no evil passions, encourages them in nothing 
which is wrong in conduct or principle ; that it 
does not tend to set persons at variance with 
each other, or to hurt the good c\i^\^tiv.^\ ^^^jiss^^. 
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Let us study to speak with meekness and love, 
to repress all anger and bitterness^ to check the 
expression of anything which we are not sure is 
true, or which we are not obliged by duty to say, 
if it be hurtful to any one. 

Let us remember the example of Him who 
spake as never man spake. Let us, while we 
hear these Lessons read, not pass them over as 
being less interesting or improving than other 
parts of holy Scripture; but, considering that 
they are intended for our guidance in the little 
details of our ordinary life, let us store them up 
to be remembered and acted on. Other parts 
of the Scriptures set before us the high dcct fines, 
the elevated motives, the general rules and prin- 
ciples which ought to guide our conduct, but the 
Book of Proverbs tells us quite plainly what we 
ought to do, and what to forbear, each day and 
hour of our lives. 
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PIYIKE DELAYS. 

St. Matthew ix. 19, 20. Jesus arose and followed 
Aim, and so did His Disciples. And behold, a woman, 
which was diseased with an issue of blood twelve years, 
came behind Him, and touched the hem of His gar* 
ment. 

No one perhaps ever read the narrative which 
forms the subject of this day's Gospel without 
being struck with the singular manner in which 
one miracle is made, as it were, to enfold another. 
No sooner is our attention fully interested on be- 
half of the Ruler of the Synagogue whose little 
daughter lay at the point of death, than a fresh 
history begins, — so affecting in its details, so 
vivid and striking in the manner of its narration, 
that we almost forget the errand of mercy on 
which we were (in thought) engaged. But the 
thread of the suspended story is resumed by the 
Evangelist, and duly carried on to its amazing 
cJimay, — even the recal oi l\ie &^^^\fc^ 's.^xs^^ 
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and the restoration to perfect health of one who 
was dead. This probably impresses us the more, 
because the three first Evangelists conspire in 
relating the same pair of miracles after exactly 
the same .manner : so that we can never think 
of the raising of Jairus' daughter without re- 
membering that it was delayed by the healing 
of the woman with the issue of blood ; nor again 
can we think of that woman's miraculous healing, 
without remembering that it was a mercy snatched 
from the great Physician while He was on the 
w ay to the House of the Ruler of the Synagogue. 

Both miracles then are recorded by three of 
the Evangelists, — least fully of all by St. Mat- 
thew, whose narrative supplies the Gospel for 
tlie Day. Let us avail ourselves of the two 
later Gospels to complete the picture of which 
St. Matthew supphes only the essential outlines, 
before we proceed to draw from it the teaching 
we desire. 

When 'behold, there came a man named 
Jairus, a Ruler of the Synagogue, and fell down 
at Jesus' feet, and besought Him that He. would 
come into his house,' (as St. Luke relates,)-^ 
we are not to suppose, as from our English ver- 
sion of St. Matthew we might have done, that 
the UuJer's daugYvtet ^^ di^^ ^x^-wi^. The 
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words * My daughter is even now dead' can only 
be supposed to convey the worst apprehensions 
of the agonized father of the maiden. *My 
little daughter lieth at the point of death,' is the 
language which by St. Mark he is related to have 
used ; * for he had one only daughter/ (adds St. 
Luke,) ' and she lay a dying/ St. Matthew must 
therefore be understood to inform us that the fa- 
ther, because he utterly despaired of his child's 
recovery, as well as because he desired to quicken 
our Saviour's footsteps towards his dwelling, — 
declared that ' by this time the maiden must be 
no more. Some delay had inevitably occurred 
before Jairus could find our Lord; and when 
he had set out in quest of Him, he already de- 
spaired. On entering the Saviour's presence 
also, there seemed little chance of obtaining 
prompt attention to his wishes. The Holy One 
was engaged in discourse With the disciples of 
St. John Baptist. He was seated. The Twelve 
were with Him, and a large concourse of per- 
sons besides. How could Jairus hope for the im- 
mediate and undivided attention which his case 
seemed so urgently to require? Nevertheless, 
he fell at the Saviour's feet and besought Him 
greatly, — explaining the urgency of his need, 
and 'imploring Him to come audi ^^n^ NXi^"^^ ^ 
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his 'little daughter' who had been dying when 
he came away from his house, and who must by 
this time, as he thought, be dead. 

All this requires to be carefully borne in mind 
if we would understand the history before us. 
There had been delay ; and from the manner 
in which Jairus found our Lord occupied, it 
seemed likely that there would be more delay 
yet. We learn however that the great Physiciaa 
at once arose, and followed the unhappy Father. 
So far therefore he had obtained the utmost real- 
ization of his wishes. Christ was already on the 
way to his house, and probably, in a short time, 
would actually arrive there. 

But the faith of Jairus was destined to be vet 
further tried, and that severely. The thorough- 
fare became so thronged with the crowd which 
attended our Saviour's footsteps, that it was 
scarcely possible to ^ make any progress. The 
multitude even pressed upon His sacred Person ; 
so that His inquiry *Who touched Me?' was 
treated by St. Peter as altogether unreasonable. 
* Master, the multitude throng Thee and press 
Thee, and sayest Thou, Who touched Me ?' . . . 
The circumstances which had already taken place, 
as well as the circumstances which followed^ 
we sXL remember weW.. T^Viex^ ^x^'^^ ^ ^v^^^^^ae^ 

HA 
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a halt, a turning about to discover the author of 
the act. This again must have led to sundry 
questionings and denials ; and occasioned such an 
interval of continued inquiry as sufficed to con- 
vince the afflicted woman who had done this thing 
that it was impossible for her to keep her secret, 
and remain concealed. Then followed her me- 
morable confession, and her Benefactor's gracious 
reply. Who sees not in all this the elements of 
very considerable delay? Even had no incident 
happened on the road, (Jairus must have thought,) 
the Physician would arrive too late. How utterly 
hopeless then became the case now ! Some delay 
was of course inevitable: but there had been 
superadded the hindrance arising from an im- 
mense concourse of persons ; and, as if this had 
not been enough, a miracle had been performed 
on the road, of unusual interest and proHxity ! 
As might have been expected, while the miracle 
was yet proceeding, * there came from the Ruler 
of the Synagogue's house certain which said, Thy 
daughter is dead ; why troublest thou the Master 
any further?' The inconvenience to which our 
Blessed Lord was being exposed seems to have 
been apparent to all, so as to strike the very mes- 
sengers who came from the Ruler's house. 

St. Mark and St. Luke presers^ \\v& vS^^^Cvw^ 

finur. rx NMwSMMoa, 4 £ 2 ^^ 
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ifecord that our Saviour instantly, even while 
these men were speaking, addressed a few words 
of support and encouragement to the distressed 
parent. ' Fear not : only believe V It was the 
act of the same Divine Being who sustained Peter 
when his faith failed him, and he began to sink. 
Had there been incomplete Faith on the part of 
Jairus, the miracle which followed could not have 
been performed : for no mighty works could our 
Saviour do where there. was unbelief. But the 
man believed, and he was blessed. He beheld 
his child awake from the sleep of death, and walk, 
and partake of food straightway. He was blessed, 
not only beyond expectation, but beyond anytliing 
which he could have asked or thought. He hoped 
to perceive her slowly amend, but he saw her 
suddenly made strong : he hoped to witness her 
recovery from sickness, but he beheld her resur- 
rection from the grave ! 

Now the only point in all this which we desire 

on the present occasion to dwell upon for a few 

moments, is the evidence of Divine Contrivance 

discoverable in the very delays which occurred, 

and the abounding love which characterizes the 

entire dispensation : and further to point out 

(what is indeed sufficiently obvious) how very 

unwelcome and inopipoTlvvxi^ \>Aa9ife ftij^^^'^ ^smsA 

have appeared at t\\e time. 

-He 
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In truth, it requires but little power of imagi- 
nation to perceive how agonizing to the heart- 
broken parent must have been every cause of 
delay at such a moment. No word of impa- 
tience is recorded to have burst from his lips : 
but he surely must have been ready a hundred 
times to exclaim with the Nobleman, whose son 
lay sick in Capernaum, — * Sir, come down ere 
my child die T Everything seemed to conspire 
against him. There was a hindrance at every 
step. At such times how prone are we to heap 
together words expressive of our impatience and 
vexation, not to say of our unbelief and displea- 
sure! * Unlucky chances,' and 'perverse acci- 
dents,' are the names we give to God's decrees ; 
and we fret and vex ourselves at every adverse 
occurrence, as if we had really somewhere read 
in the Bible that all things happen at random, 
and that there is no God ! 

And yet, it is manifest that overwhelming Love 
as well as perfect Wisdom was at work here. 
The delays — every one of them — came from God. 
If our Saviour had pleased. He could in the 
first instance have been found alone, — nay, He 
could have been met by the anxious Father as 
he issued from his door in search of Him. 
How easily, might the mirade \i^ N\\^ \;^\c5S5\^ 
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been dispensed with ! Why, at all events, halt 
and investigate the matter ? Nay, why perform 
the journey at all, instead of efiTecting the mira- 
cle at a distance by a single word? Do we 
ask Wliy ? Obviously, in order that in the end 
Christ might fill the man's cup of bliss the 
fuller. Because He designed his overwhelming 
blessedness and his truest good. Because, know- 
ing that ' tribulation worketh patience ; and pati- 
ence experience ; and experience hope ; and hope 
maketh not ashamed,' — He saw fit in this case 
to exercise the man in those Christian graces; 
and thereby to build him up eternally. 

Who sees not that the Faith which brought 
this Ruler to Christ with the request that He 
would come and lay His Hand upon his dying 
child, may not have been strong enough to en- 
dure the simple assurance, ' Go thy way, thy 
child liveth ?' It was needful that Christ should 
submit Himself to his measure, and walk (albeit 
exposed to the greatest personal inconvenience) 
by his side ; keeping pace with his bodily, as 
with his spiiitual, ability to advance. But even 
then, the man's faith may have been insuflBcient. 
It seems to have required timely aid and sup- 
port ; and this is perhaps the true way of ac- 
counting for the iu\Yac\e ol \i^^\w^ Vksk^s. >^^ 
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nought by the way. A more precious earnest of 
mr Saviour's power could not have been sup- 
plied ; nor could it have come at a more oppor- 
tune moment. The Great Physician was thus 
healing two persons, (yea, He may have been 
strengthening hundreds among that crowd!) — 
but two were certainly the special objects of His 
one act of mercy on this occasion. The woman 
knew her own blessedness, but the Ruler certainly 
knew not his. He could have little suspected 
that it was to sustain his Faith, that the miracle 
was wrought on the woman with an issue of 
blood : that the delay of the multitude, and the 
delay of the journey, and the delay of that mar- 
vellous cure, were all alike contrived and in- 
tended for him. Least of all would he have 
credited the assurance that the death of his 
child was to be the very instrument of his own 
abounding bliss ! 

This single instance of the Divine method will 
abundantly suffice for our present purpose. We 
will not ask you to consider how heaven-sent 
delays, after the self-same gracious pattern, were 
fruitful in procuring overwhelming blessedness 
in the case of the Nobleman's son, — whose 
malady may have been one of the reasons why 
our Saviour, instead of returning to Capernaum 
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where the youth lay ill, is found to have come to 
Cana : and again, in the case of Lazarus, — after 
hearing of whose sickness, our Saviour is related 
to have ' abode two days still in the same place 
where He was/ These were all t)ivine delays, and 
they were after one and the same heavenly pattern. 
They should each be examined singly, with some- 
what the same care as we have already bestowed 
on the history of the raising of Jairus' daugh- 
ter. But they will be found all to agree in re- 
spect of their manifest contrivance, and to in- 
culcate the same great lesson ; namely, that there 
was a purpose in them all, and t/iaf purpose, one 
of Love. 

We read the Gospel to little effect if we over- 
look these lessons ; which, though not expressly 
WTitten on its pages, are yet so clearly deducible 
from them that a person of the most ordinary 
ability may discover them for himself. Let us 
be well persuaded that it is purposely in order 
to enable us to draw such important inferences 
for our souls' health, that Holy Scripture con- 
tains so many seemingly unimportant details. 
Many a slight, and seemingly trivial record of 
time and season, of age and place, has proved 
the strong hinge on which it was intended that the 
doors of eternal Trut\i stLOvAdi ^Vvev^ Q^j^\3k ^t the 
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touch of a little child. And truly, it is at our peril 
that we overlook such blessed guidance as God's 
Holy Spirit thus affords us, and fail to realize 
in our own persons tlie assurance that 'whatso- 
ever things were written aforetime, were written 
for our learning, that we through patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope/ The 
heart knows no true peace until it has learned to 
lean in calm and loving confidence on its Creator, 
Redeemer, Sanctifier. It is utter faithlessness to 
hve on, like heathen men, talking of the events of 
each day's life as if they formed part of no scheme 
of Divine Providence, but were the blind results of a 
combination of human chances. When our wishes 
are thwarted, our hopes disappointed, our plans 
frustrated, our endeavours unavaiUng, — ^let us sub- 
mit ourselves humbly and cheerfully, even while 
we labour steadily, and still desire strenuously 
that our endeavours may yet be crowned with 
success. The disappointment is Divine, and should 
not therefore be wholly unwelcome: but what if 
it be in reality only a delay ? It would be hard 
to shew that there ever was real disappointment 
in the case of a ' good and faithful servant' of 
' the Father of mercies and God of all comfort ;* 
provided always that he has remembered to com- 
mit his ctm^e to God, and \>y ^tv ^cX. ^\ ^\»:^^s^ 
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has transferred the matter to Him without whom 
not a sparrow falls on the ground, and in whose 
sight the very hairs of our head are all num* 
bered. Yes : be sure the seeming disappointmeiii 
is almost always a case of delayed fulfilment. 
And is God unfaithful or untrue if what He de- 
nies in Time, He sees fit to grant in Eternity? 
Did He break His covenant with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, because in their lifetime He 
gave them not the Land which He had yet sworn 
that He would give ? He hath as solemnly and 
far more unconditionally delivered to each of iis 
as large a promise when He says, — * Verily, 
verily, I say unto you. Whatsoever ye shall ask 
the Father in My Name, He will give it you. 
Ask and receive, that your joy may be full/ 
Shall we not trust Him with the fulfilment of 
His own promises, and believe that * He is faith- 
ful that promised ?' 
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THE SECBET WAY OF DEATH. 



Pkov. xvi. 25. There is a way that aeetneth right unto 
a marly but the end thereof are the ways of death. 

Twice these words are brought before us: 
ODce in the first lesson for the Twenty-fourth, 
once in that for the Twenty-fifth, Sunday after 
Trinity ; and a Very awful warning they convey. 
They tell us that a man may be walking in the 
ways of death while he supposes he is in the 
path of life ; may be travelling the broad road, 
while he congratulates himself that he is in the 
narrow: "There is a way that seemeth right 
unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways 
of death." The state of mind they represent is 
similar to that spoken of by our Lord as the 
consequence to the proud of His coming in 
great humility: "I am come," He says, "that 
they which see might be made blind." The two 
states of mind are ahke, but with this difierence, 
that the blindness of which our SaN\owxi «^^^ks. 

8MMX, 74, NmwSMRua, 4 *? ^"^ 
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was perfect freedom, and he persisted in believ- 
ing that he was obeying God, and so maintain- 
ing his freedom, while he was giving up his 
members one by one to be bound by the chains 
of the wicked one. 

Jehu is another instance of the same kind. 
He gave himself up with surprising energy to 
destroy the worshippers of Baal, but he kept the 
calves in Dan and Bethel: "Come with me," 
he exclaimed to the true-hearted Jehonadab, 
"and see my zeal for the Lord." "But," we 
are told, " Jehu took no heed to walk in the law 
of the Lord God of Israel with all his heart." 

Or to take an instance from the New Testa- 
ment. We are told that " Herod feared John, 
knowing that he was a just man and a holy, and 
observed him ; and when he heard him he did 
many things, and heard him gladly." But what 
was his real course of life 2 He was even then 
living incestuously with his brother's wife, and 
he shortly afterwards, at the instigation of his 
wife, beheaded John in the prison. 

But it may be asked. Is such self-deception as 
possible under the New Testament dispensation 
as it was among the Israelites, or in the time of 
John the Baptist? That saying of our Lord's 
wMcb I have already meiilVoxifcdL xsl-kj ^Mij^^ly tho 
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answer: "For judgment I am come into this 
world, that they which see not might see, and 
that they which see might be made Wind/' 
Surely there is the same danger now as ever. 
Simon the sorcerer believed, and was baptized, 
and wondered ; but at that very moment he let 
the love of money enter in, to mar his faith, and 
to rob him of baptismal blessings, yet knew not 
that he was " in the gall of bitterness and bond 
of iniquity/' St. Peter perceived it, he himself 
perceived it not. 

In trying to bring home the solemn teaching 
of the text to ourselves, my brethren, I would 
observe, first, that, awful as it is that men may 
be thus blinded to their own danger, yet there 
are those who need not be haunted by a vague, 
crushing terror lest they should be deceiving 
themselves. There are those who from their 
youth up have refused the evil and chosen the 
good ; in whom the good Spirit of God has 
wrought so calmly and quietly, yet so surely and 
powerfully, that they have passed almost imper- 
ceptibly from grace to grace, and have been 
formed from their very childhood upwards in 
the likeness of Christ. If, like David, having 
yielded themselves to God in their youth, they 
can say, "I have chosen the n^^c^ cil \x\iS^\''^^^ 
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jiulgments have I laid before me ;" then He who 
has begun in them a good work will carry them 
safely to the end. If, like Samuel, they have 
ministered to God in their childhood, and, Hke 
the blessed Jesus, have been submissive and 
obedient to their earthly parents, their Heavenly 
Father will bless their maturer , obedience, and 
accept their more conscious ministrations. For 
such as these a state of terror woiUd be as un- 
natural as it would be unhealthy. The Lord 
will '* keep them secretly in His tabernacle from 
the strife of tongues," and although they can 
point to no one moment in which the whole bent 
of their lives was changed, they may, without 
self-deception, believe that they are in the narrow 
way ; only they must beware of that hard, selfish, 
faithless spirit, which would lead them to look 
coldly and doubtingly on their penitent brother. 
Nor, again, must we so interpret Scripture as 
to exclude the broken-hearted prodigal from rest- 
ing in his Father's arms when they are thrown 
around him. God graciously receives the true 
penitent, heals his backslidings, and loves him 
freely. (Hos. xiv. 2, 4.) He binds up the heart 
which He has broken, heals where He has 
wounded, and consoles by His Holy Spirit the 
humble mourners. 
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Yet there certainly are those among us who 
are in the state described by the wise man; 
their way of life seemeth right unto them, but 
the end thereof are the ways of death. 

No two persons, I suppose, reach this state by 
precisely the same course ; yet it is not attained 
by any excepting through wilful transgression at 
some period of their lives. 

Let us trace the course which seems to be the 
most usual. We see many children, sometimes 
the children of religious parents, wayward and 
wilful, or indolent, negligent, and heedless. They 
go on from day to day in an indiflTerent sort of 
life, neither good nor bad, yet taking no real, 
earnest pains either to learn then* duties or ta 
improve in temper and manner. Conscienco 
does, I believe, more or less, condemn a child 
for such a course of life; yet childhood is not 
the time for self-contemplation, and as a careless 
life continues, the reproaches of conscience are 
less severely felt. All this may go on with much 
occasional amiability; there may be a generally 
easy temper, and a benevolent disposition. But 
youth succeeds to childhood, and with it come 
temptations of a new character, and of greater 
intensity. Bad companions obtain influence, 
pleasures, seeming fair and JVie^xi\^^\i^^ ^x^SNsy^ ^kssS^w 
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allure the opening imagination, and strange long- 
ings for the forbidden fruit are felt. The flesh 
and the fancy combine to give temptation force, 
and because no sound religious principles have 
been formed and strengthened in childhood, the 
unhappy youth falls into sins which pollute the 
heart, defile that body which was the temple of 
the Holy Spirit, and enfeeble the will, if any will 
for good be left. The sore punishment of keen 
anguish will soon follow. Conscience will be 
heard, and sometimes it is not heard in vain; 
and the first real misery of life is the beginning 
of a true conversion to God. But too often the 
anguish hardens rather than softens the heart; 
the sin is repeated, the first bitter sense of misery 
wears off. In due time the temptations are with- 
drawn ; the wild young man comes to be settled 
down in life, is married, and reforms ; becomes 
fond of home, takes a respectable position in the 
world, is congratulated by his friends on his sur- 
prising improvement, and considered all that he 
ought to be. Nay, more ; he congratulates him- 
self on his reformation, and wonders at his former 
life, soon learning to condemn in others what he 
once practised with greediness himself. 

But what is the real state of such a man? 
He has not repented, \ie \& x^V. \^^^ dwas^^d^ 
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he has no deep hatred of the sins which once 
enthralled him; he has never confessed them 
heartily, nor humbled himself before God be- 
cause of them. 

If so, the burden of guilt lies heavily upon 
him, but custom has deadened his sensibilities, 
and he seems to walk uprightly, unconscious of 
the load of sin which is crushing his moral being. 
He may be regular at church, and exemplary 
in many of his relative duties ; he may be con- 
sidered by others, and may consider himself, a 
religious man. 

Yet such a man, impenitent as he is, unburn- 
bled, self-satisfied, is, I believe, exactly the person 
referred to in the text. His way of life is the 
one described by the wise man: "There is a 
way that seemeth right unto a man, but the end 
thereof are the ways of death." 

For consider again what his condition really 
is. He has no love ; the life of religion, there- 
fore, is not in him; his heart is hard and un- 
moved ; he has no sorrow for his sins ; he does 
not know what sin is ; since he has never learned 
to hate his own sin, he has no dread of the power 
of sin ; since he has never truly condemned sin 
in himself, he cannot understand the confession, 
" miserable sinners," nor pm %\xvc»^\^^ Sss. *^^ 
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day and the hour of Christ's sufferings 
him the same as other days and hours ; t1 
week, that time of awe, when the soul of tl 
Jesus lay under the deep shadow of God's 
the Friday which we all call good, because 
orifice was then completed ; the solemn ev 
Jesus lay dead, — all pass him by, and s 
leave a trace upon him. Such is the imp< 
yet self-complacent man, at his best estate 
no man can remain such as I have descrih 
he does not grow better he must grow 
Let us trace his probable course a little i 
Cold-heartedness towards God and the 
•Jesus Christ grows upon him; a worldlj 
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waves have sucked him in, and he is lost for 
ever. 

I have described one course of life, and shewn 
its end. No two courses, I have said, are exactly 
alike"; but this one, which many will feel to be, 
alas ! too frequent, may serve to shew the prin- 
ciple of self-deception, and may prove a warning 
against a danger -to which we are all exposed. 

But there is another way of viewing the 
danger, which may help some of us to see it 
while escape is possible. Let us take the case of 
two sins which widely prevail among us, and yet, 
perhaps because they are so common, seem to 
bring no troubled and anxious thoughts to those 
who commit them. We shall thus see that the 
danger of self-deception is no imaginary one. I 
mean the love of money in men, the love of fine 
dress in women. 

" The love of money," the apostle teUs us, " is 
the root of all evil ; which while some have co- 
veted after, they have erred from the faith, and 
pierced themselves through with many sorrows.*' 
But few will acknowledge, even to themselves, a 
love of money; let us then take the expression 
of the preceding verse, " They that will be rich 
(i. e. they that wish to be rich,) fall into a snare, 
^nd into many foolish and KymVIx^Jl Vo&\.^^^\sss&^ 



TWBNTY-FIPTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY. 

drown men in destruction and perdition/* Per- 
haps you have considered that the sin of covet- 
ousness was one which only beset rich men; 
but think how many who are poor would be rich 
if they could; how many wish and long to be 
richer than they are. The apostle does but say, 
" They that wiU be rich," that is, they that desire 
to be rich ; yet how many, all around us, have 
no better hope in this world, no stronger or more 
earnest desire, than to become richer than they 
are at present, being unconscious all the while 
that they are in any danger. They walk a path 
which seemeth right unto them, nor ever dream 
that the end thereof are the ways of death. 

Again, St. Paul desires " that women adorn 
themselves in modest apparel, with shamefaced- 
ness and sobriety; not with broidered hair, (X 
gold, or] pearls, or costly array." And St. Peter 
in like manner : " Whose adorning, let it not be 
that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and 
of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel ; 
but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that 
which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a 
meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight (A 
God of great price.'* And yet how almost uni- 
versally we see persons of every rank in- life 
dressing above theic s\a\;vov\, ^\>\\as\% ^tjl ^^ ot- 
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laments and gorgeous attire, apparently for th6 
^ery purpose of drawing upon themselves the 
5yes of men, and making their frail bodies objects 
>f admiration. And all this appears to take place 
without a thought of the sin they are committing 
n thus despising the warnings of holy Scripture, 
nakiug idols of their own bodies, turning away 
;heir thoughts from those things which are pure, 
md lovely, and of good report, and drawing 
iown their minds from all high, noble, and hea- 
venly aims, not to mention those more awful 
jins to which the love of dress too often leads. 

Here, then, are two sins ruling widely, and 
Dringing men and women under their dominion ; 
jins of which they appear to be quite uncon- 
jcious. And these are only two out of the many * 
dns which are little thought of by those who 
commit them. 

In conclusion, I must say a few Vords on the . 
neans of guarding against the awful danger of 
jelf-deception. It is something to be warned. 
The danger is in some measure provided against 
ivhen we know that it exists. Secret sins lose 
iheir character of secrecy when they are made 
•cuown. Still we must remember that it is one 
ihing to know that there are secret sins, another 
X) know which are those that nxo^t ^^VL^ \i^'?tfd^^ial. 
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Our only true safeguard is careful self-exami- 
nation, with earnest prayer that God would search 
us, try us, examine our thoughts, and, when He 
has set our misdeeds before us, lead us in the 
way everlasting. Not to do this, not to try our- 
selves, not to pray for light from heaven to aid 
us in our search, is to shut our eyes wilfully upon 
our true state; it is to resign ourselves to the 
dominion of secret sins ; it is to walk by choice 
fdong that way which, seeming right unto a man, 
ends in the ways of death. 

Balaam could not have been what he was if he 
had thus questioned himself, as in the presence 
of God. We cannot walk the secret wav of 
death if we honestly follow the apostle's counsel : 
" Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith ; 
prove your own selves." God will not suffer us 
to be deceived if we seek the light with a single 
eye. 

O then, my brethren, let me earnestly beseech 
you to examine the course of each day when you 
come to kneel down before God in the even- 
ing ; call to mind your deeds, your words, your 
thoughts, and pass them in judgment before your 
conscience, (enlightened by God*s Spirit,) before 
they have faded from your memory, remember- 
iDg the gracious proxmse, XJImXM^^^n^^xsLA \ad^ 
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ourselves we should not be judged of the Lord. 
(1 Cor. xi. 31.) 

Try once a-week, say on each Friday, to take 
a more general view of your whole way of life, 
how you are progressing in holiness, or whether 
sin is regaining its dominion ; and seal the good 
resolutions then made in the holy services of the 
Lord's Day. 

And let none be satisfied to examine himself 
merely as to grosser sins, which cannot escape 
observation. Rather let us guard against the 
more subtile forms of declension > a constant 
falling short of the measure of our duties, the 
doing some things gladly, and neglecting others 
equally important, but more distasteful. If we 
find in our self-review that we pray only by fits 
and starts, make resolutions and then give them 
up, begin good works and gradually weary of 
them, struggle for a little time against infirmities 
and then for a long time allow them to have 
their own way, we may be sure that we are in 
great danger of walking the secret way of death. 
let us earnestly pray, " Cleanse Thou me from 
my secret faults," while we strive in the strength 
of that prayer to bring them forth from their 
hiding-places that we may slay them. Let us 
strive, because our Heavenly Tei^eVi'et \sA'^ ^:ia* 
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*' Strive to enter in at the strait gate;" let us 
pray, because there is One only who can draw 
forth the dark hidden mass of evil from our 
hearts and display it before us, as we are able to 
bear the sight ; One only who can infuse into us 
godly sorrow, and such love and tenderness that 
we repent with a true, hearty, and lasting re- 
pentance, not to be repented of. Only let us 
not fear to submit ourselves to His probing 
hand, severe while it is tender ; severe according 
to our needs, tender as our wayward hearts will 
suffer it to be. 



JOHN HENRT PARKER, OXFORD AND LONDON. 
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SUNDAY BEFORE ADVENT. 
THE LAST STJITDAT OF THE CHEISTTAIT TEAE. 

St. John vi. 12. Gather up the fragments that remain, 
that nothing be lost. 

We are come to the end of the Christian year. 
We have travelled over one more of the long 
tniles of this our earthly journey. Thus far the 
Lord hath helped us. It is the last Sunday after 
Trinity. Let us for a moment stop, and look 
around us and behind us : what wonderful and 
cheering scenes we have passed by! We can 
recall the recollection of the light of heaven shin- 
ing down on earth at Christmas, the far-seen 
beauty of the star of Epiphany, the keen yet 
bracing airs of Lent, the noontide darkness of 
Good Friday, the glowing rising of the sun at 
Easter, the opening of the skies at Ascension, 
the rushing mighty wind at Whitsunday; and 
we remember the Sunday after Sunday, all through 
Trinitj, which rose and set, eac\v ow«t vV\^^\3a%^ 
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new light upon our path of charity and duty, each 
one bringing with it an unceasing warning, a 
charge always varying, and yet the same — " This 
is the way ; walk ye in it." And we recollect, 
too, other days, brighter than common ; brighter 
because they brought to us happy thoughts of 
those who had once been travellers like ourselves 
on the wayside of the world, but who now have 
ended their journey, and have entered into the 
fulness of their rest. We are now come to the 
last of these ; and this Sunday, too, has its mes- 
sage for us, which we shall do well to listen to. 

To the eye of him who is seeking for and jour- 
neying toward his home, those holy scenes are 
ever changing, though they are ever the same. 
Each year brings them to him, and each year 
changes them too. Even if the wayfarer of the 
world call not for them, yet they come ; if he 
wish them away, yet they are there. And as 
they come oftener and oftener, if he again and 
again slights them, and passes them heedless by, 
their beauty grows dim, and their aspect alters ; 
there falls over them a shade of sorrow, and some- 
thing of terror comes almost imperceptibly to min- 
gle with their warning light ; until at last, when for 
the last time the careless and unbelieving pilgrim 
looks back upon bis daiVeivm^^^^ki^XXi'^x once 
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mild and cheering brightness gleams rather like 
the distant fearfulness of a consuming fire. Far 
otherwise have they been, and will they always 
be, to them who love them, and dwell upon them, 
and rejoice in their gentle shining : each year such 
a traveller has passed them by, their clear calm 
glory has fallen with in tenser fulness around his 
steps, and their influence has more deeply soothed 
his soul. They indeed stood still ; while he saw 
them in the distance, came up to them, welcomed 
them and passed them by, each time with a more 
joyful heart, because they more plainly told him 
what he already rejoiced to know, that he was 
hastening on to where " signs and seasons, and 
days and years" shall cease for ever, and time 
for him should be no more. 

If we have forgotten so far then, my Christian 
brothers, these calm and holy warnings, yet let 
us, at least on this the last Sunday in our year, 
do so no longer, but rather follow the lesson it 
reads us, and "gather up the fragments that 
remain," that all be not entirely lost. Let us 
learn what we can from this day's solemn teach- 
ing. 

There is always something that is melancholy 
about the past. We can scarcely ever look back 
without a sigh. All that haa Vv^.^^^^^^ \Rk ^^^ 
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through the year that is gone by, — and all that 
has happened has had some bearing or other 
upon our spiritual state, — comes before us at 
such a time as this ; and whether it was at the 
time connected in our minds with either joy or 
pain, it now comes before us necessarily tinged 
with something of sorrowful regret. However 
and whatever may have been the year that is 
gone, now that it is gone, the recollection of it 
brings with it a sort of saddening weariness, 
a sinking of heart, a feeling of despondency, 
because it might have been so very otherwise. 
So many good deeds which have been left un- 
done, so great and so high rewards which ^have 
been left uncared for and well-nigh lost, in the 
year that is past, must, when we think of them, 
make the heart feel weary, and the spirit feeble. 
Memory brings regret, and regret brings despon- 
dency. Like the foot-racer of old in the double 
race felt his nerves strung and his pulse beat 
high while the first goal was full before him, but 
when that was turned and out of sight, and all 
the long course was to be measured back again, 
the inevitable fatigue came over him, and his 
spirits flagged, and his courage drooped within 
him ; so he who has to run the Christian race 
cannot but feel at sucVi «^ XSm^ ^ XJci^* wixious 
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and desponding at the thought of how little he 
yet has done, how much he has still to do. Well 
then does the Church do now to bid him turn 
with trusting hope to his Almighty Lord, and 
beseech Him, who can, to " stir up the wills of 
His faithful people, that they bringing forth more 
plenteously for the time to come the fruit of 
good works, may of Him be plenteously re* 
warded/' And if he so pray. He " who is able 
to do exceeding abundantly above all we can ask 
or think," will with His own almighty grace 
comfort the failing heart and sustain the feeble 
knees, and make His strength perfect in our 
weariness and weakness. 

Yet not only do we want help in our own timi- 
dity, and confidence against our own weakness. 
There are other sources of doubt, and of trouble 
too, in the world around us. How many miserable 
sights and hearings have grated upon our souls 
during this last past year. What have we not 
seen, and what do we not know at this very 
time, of terrible unrighteousness and wrong! 
What crime, what sin, what neglect for what is 
good, what contempt of God's law, what despite 
to the Spirit of Grace, is there not thick around 
us everywhere 1 and everywhere sin is so usual, so 
utterlj common, that it e\c\te^ \v^ ^\«:^\>sr.^'«S!^ 
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calls for DO condemnation. Sin is putting on its 
most dreadful form, that form in which it is as if 
it were not. It is not noticed as sin. In the 
country cottages of the poor, in the handsome 
dwelUngs of the rich, in the crowded haunts of 
towns, among the wretched and the self-indul- 
gent, among the old and the young, the ignorant 
and the well-instructed, there are many and fear- 
ful sins ; sins of the heart, of the lip, of the hand ; 
sins of evil example, sins of reckless selfishness, 
sins of despair; so frequent, so dark, so unre- 
pented of, that it makes the heart shiver when it 
thinks that they are now brought one year nearer 
to judgment. To those who would be faithfd, 
and especially to those who would be faithful in 
poverty and in want, there are many temptations 
to doubt, many discouragements in this sad and 
evil time. It seems as if a few more years might 
pass, and the Church of Christ might fail; it 
seems, if we look at the world about us, as if the 
gates of hell must finally prevail against her ; it 
seems as if, ere long, holiness would be lost 
indeed, and the world would soon be utterly 
given up to itself, and forgotten by its God. 
To those who are thus fearful-hearted, to-day 
brings another message quite. It bids us know 
dnd ieam that eacVi ^eat, ^ V^ ^ksJC^ Vs^^^<\tka 
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right out of wrong ; that a better time is in store 
in the eternal decrees of God ; that the days are 
coming fast when " a King shall reign and 
prosper" as Lord of the peoples of the world, and 
shall in His own almightiness "execute judg- 
ment and justice on the earth." Then shall 
there be no more untruth, no more oppression, 
no more unfairness, no more divisions ; what is 
right shall be everywhere established, what is 
wrong shall be everywhere condemned. In His 
days the wanderers shall be brought home, and 
the parted joined, the spiritual " Judah shall be 
saved," and the Israel of God "shall dwell 
safely ; and this is His Name whereby He shall 
be called, The Lord our Righteousness." He 
shall reign, who shall comfort the souls of the 
poor, who shall destroy all falsehood and wrong, 
who shall justify His elect ; He shall reign in 
holiness, in goodness, and in truth, and the king- 
doms of the world shall be altogether His, who 
is " The Lord our Righteousness." 

Thus has the Church to-day given us several 
messages; a message of living earnest faith in 
the Collect, a message of glowing, holy hope in 
the Epistle, while she reserves her dearest mes- 
sage of all, her message of love, to proceed in the 
Gospel from the own lips oi\i'eiiliat^^sA%^^^is.^ 
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Let US see what it is, gathering it up with care 
and treasuring it with heed, so that not one fragt 
ment of it be lost. 

We have, without any figure or parable, " come 
from far," and have far to go. Our journey 
through this wilderness of mortal things is a long 
one and a weary. He, who hath travelled it 
before, whose feet have measured each step of 
the most toilsome road, and who Himself, ** being 
wearied with His journey," aforetime sat down 
thus by the well of Jacob, knoweth that, unless our 
hungering, thirsting souls have whereon to feed, 
we must needs " faint by the way." No labours of 
our own can win us strength, and help, and peace ; 
no price of this world would be sufficient to pur- 
chase that much of comfort for us, that " every 
one of us might take a little." Man cannot aid 
us. He Himself alone knoweth, now as of old, 
" what he would do." He, therefore, now as of 
old, biddeth those who have come to Him to sit 
down in the green and quiet resting-places, to 
which, even in the wilderness. He leads His own, 
to sit down each in their own companies, though 
all the multitude are one ; and then He takes 
into His hands the bread of earth, and blesses 
it and breaks it, and it becomes under His 
creating power tVie Vite^Ldi ol V^»:^^x^\ ^wd He 
9rs 
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giveth it unto His ministers, and His ministers 
" to them that are set down." And so their 
longing hearts are stayed, their weary souls are 
" strengthened and refreshed," and they eat and 
are filled with the food of life. The bread of 
angels is made the meat of. the wayfarers. And 
not they only, but others too. There " remains 
over and above unto them that have eaten:" 
basketsfull of fragments yet are left out of the 
abundance, in which He " will satisfy the hungry 
with good things." Oh, if there are any who 
travail with sorrow for their own unworthiness, 
if there are any who are heavy laden with the 
burden of their sins, if there are -any ready to 
faint by the way by reason of their feeble and 
dead-hearted faith, if there are any who are poor, 
in need, in want, let them linger not, but in 
eager thankfulness even now " gather up the 
fragments that remain" of the eucharistic feast, 
" that nothing, not even themselves, be lost !" 
It is not His will that any should perish for 
lacking of "the bread of life." He will ever 
feed those who "come unto Him" with that 
bread, of which, " if any man eat he shall live for 
ever : and the bread that He giveth is His flesh, 
which He hath given for the life of the world." 
So shall the wills of the faint-hearted be stirred 
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up, and the spirits of the weary be refreshed 
with that bread which is " meat indeed ;" and 
the wayfarers shall thereafter go on their way 
unto their home, having seen the grace, more 
strange than any miracle, which Jesus hath 
wrought out for them. ^ 

Thus then, my brothers, while all is changing, 
while we ourselves are changing, let us stay our 
souls on that which alone abideth, unchanged and 
unchangeable, our Saviour's immortal love. Year 
after year is passing on ; our probation-time is 
dwindling to its end; how much will yet be left 
to us we know not; and therefore the Church, 
our mother, at this solemn tide bids us, with her 
Saviour's voice, to "gather up the fragments 
that remain." She, like her Lord, would have 
nothing lost. She would have us gather up the 
memories of what is gone, not as lifeless relics 
of the past, but as living earnests of the future. 
She would have us do as she now doth, look 
forward, rather than backward ; not spend our 
hours in vain regrets, or sorrowful musings, 
but strive the more that our wills may be 
stirred up, and our hopes may be raised higher 
and be made more intense, and that so with 
swifter feet, with more enduring courage, *' we 
may run the race t\\a\,\a ^^\,\kdQt^N\&" look* 
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ing not so much to our own shortcomings as to 
** the prize of our high calling;" bending our 
eyes not on the transitory things around us, the 
sins and the sorrows of this vain and evil world, 
but on the coming kingdom of " the Lord our 
Righteousness." If we thus do our part, she 
will do hers. She will go ever calmly on with 
her unending round of quiet, holy seasons ; com- 
forting the penitent and cheering the weary, and 
distributing to all of the bread of life, until the 
last Sunday of the world's last year shall come, 
and the Advent be near indeed. 

Let us fully enter into her spirit and her mean- 
ing. If the calm recollection of the holy seasons 
gone can soothe us, encourage us, stir us up, surely 
there lie untold, unhoped for stores of comfort 
and of joy in their coming for the future. If 
we have numbered the days that are past, so as 
to apply our hearts indeed unto that wisdom 
which can make us wise unto salvation, still 
more heedfuUy shall we number them that ^are 
to come, until their tale be ended, and there 
dawn for us the days of eternity, which none can 
number. If we have, in humble yet adoring 
faith, duly "gathered up the fragments that 
remain" from the abounding banquet of our 
Redeemer's love, as eack eudvaimNAR, \s».^ ^"^^a^ 
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spread before us, and we were bidden to par- 
take thereof, we shall go on our way, like the 
Ethiopian, rejoicing, though the road be the one 
called " desert ;" until we come to our home so 
long prepared, and to the Saviour so long ex- 
pecting us, and be " made to sit down" at the 
marriage Supper of the Lamb, through that last 
high and holy feast-day which Christ Himself 
shall consecrate by His appearing, and whose 
only evening shall be eternity. 
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